



















4-22 (RevJ 5-12-81) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF,fsVESTI^TION 
Records Svstemsi/Services Sections 

10 

i i Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 


□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 

g Attention |- 1 __ 

Return 14 247 24^ 

__ Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext, 

Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

S] Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 
5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 

Special instructions: (Check One) ^ 

^ All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
□ Subversive Search 
□ Nonsubversive Search 

I I Main _References Only 

1 [Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

O Bj^lldup O Variations ^ / L , 
nC^estricted to Localitv of //t- 


□Restricted to Locality of 

Subject __ 

Birth date ft? Fiare / 

Addres 

- ^ 

Localities - 


FILE NUMBER 


Searcher 
Initials h 


SERIAL 



^LL INFOPmriOIJ COWTAIWED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU^OP^IiWESTlG.ATIO.\ 
Records Systems/Services Sections 

_ 


_ - I'D 19' 

I I Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 


I i Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 
□ Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 

g Attention __ 

Return to _ 14247 242 1 

__ Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext. 

Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

Sj Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

CZ] Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 
5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 

Special iRStructions: (Check One) ^ 

All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
□ Subversive Search 
□ Nonsubversive Search 

□I Main _References Only 

I i Exact Name Only 0n the Nose) 

□ Bp^up □Variations. / ^ L. . 
r^Hiestricted to Locality of r\l^rr V 


□Hiestricted to Locality of 

Subject . 

Birthdate 

Address , ■ 

Localities - 


Searcher ^ q 
Initials 


Prod. 


FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 


_ 




ML IlFOMIATIOH COimilJED 
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'FEDERAL BURE.^y QF INSTIGATION 
Records Syatems/Services Sections 


ll~ e 


./l9 


SO 


^ < mu r e~ - Soarching Uniti 1510, 
g C Scrvite Uili Cr 4C54 , TL# 225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

' □ Forward to File Review, 5447, TL# 143 

□ Attention 
r2] Return toL 


T 4247 242 


Supervisor, Room, TL#, Lxt> 


Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 
5& 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 

Special Instructions: (Check One) ^ 

2ll All References (Subversive & ^4onsubve^sive) 

□ Subversive Search 

□ Nonsubversive Search 

□ Main _References Only 


□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 


QBsiildup n Variations A/ 
^/Restricted to Locality of 


snhjprt 


Birthdate & Place-----,— 

Addr^ss /g.£ ZonA 


i\uAs hLA 


Localities 
R#_ 


Date. 




Searcher 


Initials 


Prod. 
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FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 
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MRTEL 




Stial 


- Mr. Klein 



12/21/83 


Director, FBI 

Binainghaa 


Neutrality Matter - B1 Salvador 
00: Birmingham 


u I 



Title marked "changed" to reflect subject’s full name. 

This coBonunication is classified "ConttideJ^^al" except 
where indicated* 

Re Butel to Birmin^tftam, 11/7/83. 


_ Enclosed for Bir mingham is one copy of a|_ I 

Imemorandum dated 12/7/83, witly^£hch: 5 | 
which furnishes additional information concerning subject. 0 , 

Birmingham locate and interview subject ana adv|5Be h^ 
of provisions of neutrality statute, (U) i /i V 


^Tu. 



Enclosure 


,-r ^ 





CONFIDENTIAL MATERIAL ATTACHED 


y-129 
lAL ^ 


Exec AD Adm. 
Exec AD Inv. _ 
Exec AD LES . 
Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. 


CONpI^EriAL * /^C 

Classified ^ 

Date of Decl^ixfication: OADR 


9 ^ m 


Note; 


This is to forward encloseq pTemorandum to Birmingham ^ 2 . 
d instruct that svibnect be interviewed^nd advised of 
utrality statute, provisions. 


Crim. Inv.- 

Ident. and instruct 

i«p-neutrality s 

Lab.- 

Legal Coun. — lUN • S ClC ( 7 ) 

Off. Cong. & 6 c4u 

Public Affs. 


Rec. Mgnt_T 

Tech. Servs.- 

Training - ^ ^ 

Telephone Rm. - ^ \ 

Director's Sec’y- MAIL^ROOM 




ClassifieSlby 


MB 











(C) 
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r , DATE: Q7-19-2007 

CLASSIFIED BY 60324 AUC 
D-36 1.4 (C) 

DECLASSIFY OH: 07-19-203 
CLASSl'hCATIOH PER DGA LETTER 
DATED g3-12-2008 

TRANSMIT VIA': 

[~l 'teletype 

I I Facsimile 
AIRTEL 


■'STP/CLS 


ALL IHFOKHATIOH COHTAIHED 

is UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
SHOOT OTHERWISE 


□ 


precedeIc^ ^^^^clas sification 

I I Immediate 
I I Priority 
I ] Routine 


□ TOP SECRET 




□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 
o UNCLAS 

Date 1/3/84 



ECTOR, FBI 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM (2-28)(P) 






00: BH 


MATTER-EL SALVADOR; 






All information contained herein^lassified "s 


Re Butel to BH, 11/5/83. ^ S4LV41> 


Enclosed for the Bureau are (5) copies of an 
LHM dated and captioned as above, containing information 
concerning the Civilian Military Assistance (CMA) program 
concerning the CMA program to send men and weapons to'El 
Salvador, presently being organized 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU: 


The Bureau is requested to disseminate V^is LHM 
to the DOJ for an opinion as to possible violatio^o-j' 
Neutrality Act. 

The Translation Unit is requested to tranel-ate. 
copy of letter in LHM. 


ADMINISTRATIVE: 


T-a 



a-aicgi -(=& 


For information of the Bureau, 
considered by BH possible future asset potejcijfeial. 

Red 

- /n:\ OADR 



I ,»oT I XiS 



(Number) (Time) 

UNCLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED 

FROM CLASSIFIED ENCLOSURE. 
















U>S. Departmenraniistice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Birmingham, Alabama 35203 
January 3, 1984 


NEUTRALITY MATTER- 
EL SALVADOR 


On November 29, 1983, T-1 advised that captioned 
individual was in the process of trying to organize military 
assistance to the government of El Salvador through an 
organization he calls the Civilian Military Assistance 
program. T-1 stated the subject had a meeting in Huntsville, 
Alabama on November 8, 1983, at a restaurant (name unknown), 
where he tried to interest several in dividuals in the 
Huntsville area in I ~| . 

T-1 advised that 

I had contacted 

him (T-1) on several occasio ns conce rning the s\xbject's 

activities. T-1 stated that_wanted to know if the 

activities of the subject were, in fact, b acked and supported 

I T-1 a dvised 

Ith at after checking with several sou rcesi 

|he had come to the conclusion that | | was 

in no way backing the subject, or his activities at the 
present tim e. T-1 stated it is his understanding that 

_wa nts to wo rk, either as a fulltime or contract 

employee, for | | at some point in time. 

T-1 stated _indicated to him that the 

subject told him he and anyone else who came with his 
organization would b e paid $20,000 per month while in 
El Salvador. I I was told by the subject that this 

money would be paid to act as a Training Off icer for 

the natives in El Salvador. T-1 advised that l I _ 

later indicated to him that the subject later told l I 

he would be paid $4,000, $2,000 "up front" and $2,000, 
upon completion of each month's work in El Salvador. 

This document contains neithar 
recommendations nor conclusions of 
^ the FBI. It ia the property of 

and is loaned to your asanoy, 

V contents are not to be 

^ ..^distributed outside your agency. ^ 




FBI/DOJ 
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T-1 provided a copy of a letter (written in 
Spanish) which the subject allegedly wrote to military 
authorities in El Salvador and also provided a copy of 
a letter which the subject received from military authorities 
in El Salvador. These two letters are being attached hereto 
for the information of recipients. 


2-- 






HEF^EIH IS XBIClJBIfIED 

DATE 12-10-2007 BY 60324 UC BIW/STP/CLS 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 



(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


Date November 29,1983 

I Edition . 

The Huntsville Times 
Huntsville, Alabama 
Title: Page C-1 

Tommy Posey 

CharacterNeutrality Matter 

or El Salvador 
Classification: 

Submitting Office: 


Indexing: 



• • <•- ““‘1?.^ Pro*ram Started to f^yUk Ai^ ^ 
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TBI OOj 











ALL IlIFOPHATIOIfl 
HEPIIIJ IS miCLkSW. 
DATE 12-10-2007 B1 


MIED 

:fied 

60324 UC 


BAW/STP/CLS 


Flint City Ex-Marine Organizes^ 
Group to Aid Salvadoran Army 


B^rCHRISTOPHER BELL 
Timet Staff Writer 

« 

FLINT CITY - “The Vietnam War isn’t over, it's 
being fought in Central America/' said an ex>Marine 
who has organized the Civilian Military AssUtance 
program to send men and weapons to £1 Salvador. 

Thirty-six-year-old Tommy Posey resigned from the 
Flint City town council last month to spearhead a 
citizens' campaign to provide arms and aid to 
Sa IV adoran soldiers. 

“This is 00 super-duper government coverup/’ 

Posey said Monday night of his CM A organization 
based just south of Decatur. 

While noting that Congress has limited President 
Reagan to 55 military advisers, Posey said he plans to 
return to El Salvador in January with 10 men« fully 
automatic weapons, ammunition and food. 

He flew commercially to £1 Salvador last month and 
met with both American and Salvadoran officials and 
next week will ask the State Department for 
permission to ship arms to the nation. 

“Ever since the end of World War 11 we have been 
fighting the communists and it’s time we say we’ve 
had enough and stop them in El Salvador/’ said Posey. 

“We didn't say that in Korea or Vietnam and unless 
we do it now in Central America, there will one day 
soon be fighting in America," Posey said. 

While still a teen-ager Posey kill^ more than a 
dozen Viet Cong soldiers in 1965. 

“1 know for a fact 1 killed 15." he said Monday night. 
He was 16. 

Two years earlier, oohia 16th birthday, Posey 
enlisted in the Marines. "1 lied about my age/’ he said. 

The falsehood quickly caught up with him and he 
w as discharged. His parents consented to his joining 
the Marine Reserves. 

J ust after tumiag 16, and now a U.S. Marine, Posey 
went with other servicemen to Vietnam, the first 
full-fledged fighting force in the southeast Asia 
conflict. ^ 

“ ITl never forget the first Viet Cong I killed/’ he 
said. “1 was manning a machine gun in some bushes 
and he ren right upin fronlaf me, and he just stared at 

me. 

“1 was frozen scared, and I pulled tight on the 
trigger," Posey said “For that split-second I knew it 
was him or me. 

“Afterwards i was sick^ my stomach was in knots, 
and 1 was really sick/' he said. 

“I don’t want my sons to have to go through that/’he 
continued. “Idon’twantmy sonsina'nowin’war." 
His youngest, Ma^y, 13, believes in his father’s 


cause. 

“I would go today to defend my country/’ he said. 

“I’m already joining the Cadets." That’s a group, 
similar to Junior ROTC in high schools, sponsored by 
the National Guard. 

Posey said while he didn’t see fighting during his 
recent trip to £1 Salvador, he did see pays as young as 
Marty carrying rifles.. 

“Everyone thinks it can’t happen here, that anyone 
who says it can is nuts,” he said. “It's time Americans 
realize that sooner or later the communistic threat 
m ust be stopped and El Salvador is the place we need 
to stop it." 

That’s why he’s stockpiled World War II vintage M-1 
rifles, .30-caliber carbines and the automatic M-14 and 
M46 rifles. He also has ammunition and food stored. 

It is the first phase of a goal to raise between 1^000 
and 1300,000 toequip two companies 360 men ^ In SI 
Salvador. 

He said Salvadoran army troops receive only five 
weeks of training and five rounds of live ammunition 
before going into combat. 

There aren’t enough American “advisers" in £1 
Salvador, he said. “That’s where the CMA can help/' 
he adds. 

While the President is prevented by Congress from 
sending more advisers, Posey said, “lean go there 
with all the civilians who want to go." 

He expects most of the volunteers will be 
ex-servicemen who fought in Vietnam. 

“They still have their frustrations of not being able 
to fight to win, and this time they can do just that," 
said Posey, who operates a produce company in 
Decatur. “We won’t have the same restrictions." 

“ Americans need to support President Reagan,^* he 
said. “The only way to prevent a war in our country is 
to stop the communists in Central America/’ 

Fosey said that while America’s involvement in 
Vietnam began with President John F. Kennedy, “he 
would have stopped the communists had he lived." 

He and his comrades, who live in Huntsville, Athens, 
Florence and other North Alabama cities, are busy 
learning the Spanish language. 

“Once we can speak enough Spanish, we'U go to El 
Salvador," he said. “That’ll prpbably be in 
mid-January." 

He stresses “we aren’t mercenaries," and said those 
who join the CMA will be unpaid volunteers. 

“For many of us who fought in Vietnam, the itch f 
won’t be over until we fight the communists on our 1 

terms," said Po.sey. [ 

“The President's hgnds may be tied, but mine I 

aren’t." 
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DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


PAGE ^ OF ^ _ 

DATE 

JANUARY Sbn nSM 


ciassification’ ^ 

UNCLASSIFIED EFTO 


PRECEDENCE 

ROUTINE 


i^FElLIRR BHIDE Hi3 HDElb ^HSVEIR abEEB'IZ J_AN 64 

1' 

START HERE ____ 

Fn DIRECTOR FB I 

TO FBI BIRMINGHAM {2-26} ROUTINE 




FM 

▼ 

FM 

TO 

_T0 


bt 


hIuNCLAS EFTO 


12100= BIRMINGHAM 


AKA NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR^ 


REFERENCE BIRMINGHAM AIRTEL Af^ LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM 

10 {LHM} TO FBIH(3 DATED JANUARY 3-. nfl3 • 

” / 

/ 

ON JANUARY ELi nSM-. THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE {DOJIi 
8_CRIMINAL division-, internal SECURITY SECTION ADVISED THAT^ , 
_REFERENCED LHM HAD BEEN REVIEWED, AND FACTS CONTAINED 'nTE^E^N 
6j)ARRANT AN FBI NEUTRALITY INVESTIGATION. 

_ BIRMINGHAM INITIATE NEUTRALITY INVESTIGATION CONCERNING 

4_CAPTI0NED subject, and report results to fbihcj in form suitable 

_FOR DISSEMINATION TO DOJ. 

If/ 




DO NOT TYPE MESSAGE BELOW THIS LINE 


APPROVED BY 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 
1 - MR. KLEIN 


DRAFTED 

JJN:mR CL} 


l/2fa/a^ I M2M7 



JAN SI 


^1# — 

1 - FIELD 


liNCL FOU 




J VAvIfI../ i i iK, , : 


.jh 2 7 1984 


JA.'J 2 7 1904 

DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


5 ® ^ 5,2 

ALL JNJ j^^CLASSlE Jf 






THIS IS TO NOTIFY BIRniNGHAII TO INITIATE NEUTRALITY INVESTIGATION 


BASED ON OPINION RENDERED BY DOJ ATTORNEY 


TO 


SSA 


fcRiniNAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION-. 


TERRORISM 


b6 

b7C 


SECTION-, DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT. 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

□ Teletype 

□ Facsimile 
0 AIRTEL 


PRECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 



FROM: 




ERECTOR, FBI 

^C, BIRMINGHAM (2-28) (P) 


aka ; 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR; 
00:BH 


CLASSifjSOTON: 

□ ii^SECRET 

it'sdlWNlFIDENTIAL 
Ci IPCiAS E F T O 

□ ;,'iiCLAS 

2/27/84 


~ 5 ^ 3 




Re Butel to Birmingham, dated.11/5/83, and Birmingham 

airtel to Bureau, dated 1/3/84. 

- 

_ For the information of St. Louis, captioned subject 

I the CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA) PROGRAM. 
This organization is attempting to send weapoiis and military 
advisors to El Salvador. 


The subject resides in| 
described as follows: 

X Race \ 


and is 


Date of Birth 


Military Service 


USMC Serial No. 


^- Bureau 
2 - St. Louis 
2 - Birmingham 
GLH:ts 
( 6 ) 




White 


U.S. MARINE .CORPS - 




Classi^ed by 

Declas^fy on: OAlM MAR X 1984 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 


(Time) 








LEADS: 


ST. LOUIS DIVISION 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

Will obtain military records of subject and forward 
same to Birmingham. 






□ □ □ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 


Teletype 

Facsimile 




FROM: 


PRECEDENCE: 
[ I Immediate 
I I Pr iority 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLAS E F T 0 

□ UNCLAS 

Date_3/16/84 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (2-28)(P) 


laka ? 

NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL SALVADOR; / / 
00 ; BH I I 


dated 1 / 


All info, contained herein classified ”S^)B^T". 

.'/€/’jRe Butel to BH, dated'11/5/83; BH airter*to FBIHQ, 
1/3/84; and BH airtel to FBIHQ, dated 2/27/84^. 




,_ For info. FBIH 9 . on 3/2/84, 

I [ Huntsville, A 1 ., telephonically 

contacted the Huntsville RA and advised as follows: 

On the morning of 2/25/84, [ I who is with the \ 

CIVIL AIR PATROL, observed a group of young men (10 or 12)I j 
going through close order marching drills in the parking / 
lot in front of CALHOUN COMMUNITY COLLEGE, Decatur, A1. 

These young men, who appeared to be in their mid teens, 
were dressed in jungle fatigues. 


I_[observed a man in a pick up tru ck watching 

these young men go through their drills .p ^struck up 
a conversation with this individual, who identified himself 
to I I 


Classified by G-3 
Declassify on OADR. 


t Bureau ey,.^ 

Birmingham 0®— 

GLH:jgr 


\\ Mr 


Approved: 


Transmitted 


(Number) 




^AR 




(Time) 













’■'X 


V 


BH 2-28 


I I told I I the group in the iunale fatigues 

was ca lled the "SEA EAGLE S" and that I I in the _ 

group. I Istat ed that I I 

I ~| of the "SEA EAGLES" and that a I I 

is also affiliated with the group, supposedly under the 
auspices of the UNITED STATES NAVY. 

I l advised that the young men in the "SEA EAGLES" 

pay$25.00 per year as a membership fee and that no Negroes 
or females are allowed in this organization. He stated 
that this was only their second meeting and that each meeting 
had been an all day drill. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


]showedf 


[ numerous pictures, which he 
said he had taken in El Salvador and Honduras. These photos 
depicted soldiers and civilians of these countries. 


overheard 


]ten[ 


]that 


if_ 


the cadets wanted some practice with an M-1 rifle, he _ 

could provide the weapons and ammunition (either live or 
blank). 


further stated that he heard[ 


]and 


]talk about future training being conducted at the 


REDSTONE ARSENAL, Huntsville, Al. 


On 3/5/84, 


Provost Marshal, 


REDSTONE ARSENAL, Huntsville, Al., was provided with the 
above info. He stated he had no knowledge of an oroanizatip n 

ca lled the "SEA E AGLES" and had never heard of_ 

or l I He advised that any training request on 

the REDSTONE ARSENAL would have to come through his office. 


stated he would be alert for any such 

s. 

and "SEA EAGLES", 


request and will notify the FBI if such occurs. 
BH indices negative re 


BH Div. plans indepth interview with 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 



2* 










= SAC, BIRr4INGHAM (2-28) 


4/18/84 


Erom : SAC, ST. LOUIS ( 2- M 

_ 


)(RUC) 


Subject 


] aka; 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR 
00 - BH 

\ 

Reference: UrAirtel tV^ Bureau 2/27/84 



b6 

b7C 


C' 






\fed 

2RAL RECORDS CENTER (FRC) RECORDS pHFCK 


1 

SSNl IdpobI 

1 b6 

' hie was located at theKSi/^) (Military)! 

Branch. FRC. St. Louis. Mo.. and*reviewed on 

by b7C 


lA 


C Enclosed are. 


. copies of (Form FD-302) (investigative insert) (letterhead memorandum) reflecting pertinent information. 


IK Enclosed for information and reference, subject to restriction stamped thereon, are copies of self-explanatory documents from FRC 
files 

lT Personnnel, FRC (Civilian) (Military) Branch, Veterans Administration Record Processing Center, SLMO, advised on_ 


no record on subject or_____ 

could be located on basis of information furnished. In event additional identifying or descriptive data becomes available, another lead 
for review of the FRC (civilian or military) records should be submitted. Data needed includes: date and place of birth, name utilized 
in employment or military service, branch and military service number, dates of service or employment, department employing 
individual, specific organization to which assigned with date of assignment, and Social Security number. 


[12 File has not yet been located at FRC. A special search is under way, and file will be reviewed promptly when located. 


u File was not located at (Civilian) (Military) Branch, FRC, SLMO, and should be located at 


DECLASSIFIED BY; 



Lead; 


Office 


_record located your division. Handle review. 

For reference and assistance in handling lead, copies of pertinent serials are enclosed. 







b6 

blC 


FBI/ OOJ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

[~| Teletype | | Immediate I I TOP SECRET 

Q Facsimile □ Priority Sfejjfoc^ 

'tr-i AIRTEL _ □ Routine □ CONFIDENTIAL 

,t(Z] UNCLAS E F T 0 

ai'ta r wf n □ ^nclas 

Ts/“V 1 L-i\il ti™ f%l I I \Wi 1 IL>L/ 5/2/84 

D ate — ' 


PRECEDENCE: 
I 1 Immediate 
I I Prior ity 
I I Routine 


CLASSIFICATION; 


FROMs 


"CHANGED" 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, BIRMINGHAM (2>28)(P) 






,ITY MATTER~EL SALVADOR; 




All info, contained herein classified "S 


00: BH 


Title narked "Changed" to reflect subject's middle 
name. Title previously carried as: I l aka, 

I I NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL SALVADOR;00:BH". 

Re BH airtels to FBIHQ, l/ffsl, and ( L 

3/16/84. V 

Enclosed for the Bureau are (5) copies of an LHM 
dated and captioned as above, containing interview with 
subject, as well as attached correspondence dealing with 
the CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANC E (CMA) progra|ij,pjj^p!i^ch ,is,. 

I* AN Jj I-'I r, -I r, y y T ~ y;y, 

ADVI:J1:d by nOUTj,NG 

Classifiy6 by G-3 

__'-ss^y 2>Ats Aim 


Classifijra by G-3 
Declassify on OTtDR 


f « Bureau (Encls.^^ 
- Birmingham 


2 - Birmingham 

GLH:jgr 

(4) 




« II « - / ^ooM\ Vj 



s-f'p'. 




ApproveH: 




i ; M4 


Trans milted- . 


(Number) (Time) 














U.S. Department of Justice 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 


In Reply, Please Refer to 1400 — 2121 Bullding 

Pile No. BirminghaiBf Alabama 35203 

May 2, 1984 


ALSO KNOWN AS, 


b6 

b7C 


NEUTRALITY MATTER 
EL SALVADOR 


. 




On Apri l 10. 1984»l Iwas interviewed 

at his residence, | 

The results of this interview are set forth as follows: 


b6 

b7C 


30^, fc97 O’ 



ui^^7s;//y 


G-3 

OADR 


This document contains neither 

recommendations nor conclusions 

of the FBI. It is the property 

of the FBI and is loaned to your 

agency; it and its contents are 

not to be distributed outside your agency. 


Classified fef 
DeclassjMon: 




FD-302 (REV. 3^771 



/ 



raoniAL BUIIiAil op INVBtnOATION 



1 


Oatt ct tramaiption. 


4/18/84 


I a lso known aa» I _ 

was interviewed at his residence»|_ 

I I At the outset gf"tKe~^ i nterview, | | 

was advised of the iden tity of S A | H a nd waa told ti he 

interview would concern i l activities r l of 

the CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA) program. 


I_jwas thereafter provided with an "Interrogation; 

Advice of Rights" form* which he read# stated he understood 
and thereafter signed. 


I_|was thereafter provided several sections 

from the United States Code to read# which were as follows: 

"Title 18# Section(s) 956# 959 and 960" 
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"Title 22# Section(s) 1934 and 401". 


I_|read all of the above statutes and advised 

he does not feel# in his own mind# that he is violating 
any of these federal statutes. 

_Istated I | the CMA program last June# 

or July# 1983. He advised he has a list of between 16 and 
20 "hard core" members# guys that we can count on to serve 
as military trainers f or the g overnment of Honduras and 
possibly El Salvador". | I stated he has a list of nearly 

200 individuals who have volunteered their services as trainers 
for the CMA# most of whom have not been called in for an 
interview at the present time. 

I l advised he requires an application form 

which has an applicant's military record# police record# 
marital status and stated the applicant must w rite a p aragraph 
about why the applicant wishes to join the CMA. | [ stated 

that another asset to any person applying for membership 
in CMA is an ability to speak Spanish. 
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.Hie.#. 


BH 2-28 
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. Date dictated* 


4/17/84 


investigation on 

SA 


at. 


by 


3gr 


This document contains neither recomniendations nor conduaions of the FBI. It it the property of the FBI and it loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents art not to be dittribuM outtidt your agency. 
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advised he would prefer not to divulge 
the namea of any of the 16 to 20 "hard core" aenbers of CMA* 
or pr ovide a list of the nearly 200 applicants he has on 
file. I I did; however# provide copies of two application 

forns used by the CMA in their recruitment efforts. 


b6 

b7C 


[ 


]stated in October# 1983# he went to El Salvador 


by himself. He advised the first day there# he went to 
the United States Embassy in San Salvador and spoke with 
seve ral different peop le. He advised he recalls talking 
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to a 
was with|_ 


(phonetic). He stated this individual 


stated he asked this [ 


to put him in 


contact with someone in authority with the government of 
El Salvador# so he could offer militar y equip ment and trainers 
for their gove rnment. He advised th is T [ made an appoint ment 
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for him with af 
was [ 


He advis ed thatf 
with the I 


] He stated this 


with the £1 Salvadorian Army. 

__spoke English and that he met 

at Military Headquarters in San Salvador. 


[ 


]advised he told [ 


]that the CMA 


could provide field equipment# field uniforms# small arms 
and ammunition# as well a s military trainers for the El 
Salvadorian Army. [ advised that he and 

agreed on what could be provided and stated that after re- 
turning to th e United State s (about 30 days later)# he received 
a letter from l [ which was typed out for his 

signature telling them of his offer of assistance.f 
stated he signed this letter and sent it back to 

!=□ 
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stated that during the meeting withC 


he was told that the El Salvadorian Army would 
appreciate any help he could provide for them. 
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[the basic idea for the CMA 
from an article in "SOLDIER OF FORTUNE" magazine# either 
the July or August# 1983 issue. He s tated the Publisher 
of this magazine (First Name Unknown j [ had a group 

of eleven or twelve men in E l Salva dor offering their assistance 
to the El Salvador ian Army. I Istated he felt this was 

a worthwhile cause l~ I 
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_I _[stated that, in fact, while he was talking ] 

with I | of the El Salvadorian Army, he was asked J 

if he was affiliated with "SOLDIER OF F ORTUNE" or th e group 
representing them and he stated he told | he was 

not affiliated with them in any way. 

_advised he was in El Salvador during his 

first trip for sixteen days. He stated he waited there -for 
over one week to hear from them concerning his proposal 
and in approximately one week, he received a call from an 
American officer at the United States Embassy, name not 
recalled. He stated this officer secured a cab for him 
and took him bac k to the same military off ice where he had 
previously been. I 1said he spoke with i I 

at that time and the | told him about the letter that 

would b e forthc oming to him when he returned to the United 
States. I l advised that "by word of mouth", the I I 

told him t hey wou ld gladly accept all assistance available 
from CMA. I I stated he never; however, received an official 

reply from the El Salvadorian government in this matter. 

I I stated since his first trip to El Salvador, 

he has sent uniforms, field equipment and first-aid equipment 
to El Salvador. He stated the approximate total value of 
the equipment he has sent was $3,000 to $4,000. He stated 
he has sent 15 to 20 boxes of the above-mentioned articles 
to the El Salvadorian forces. 

advised the address that he has sent these 
military art icles to was: U.S. Embassy. U.S. Military Group, 

El Salvador, I | 


_I_ [state d he sent the articles in care of|_ 

[ did not request him to do this. He 
stated he knew of no other address to send the articles, 
so he sent them to the above-mentioned address. 


I_[stated approximately one week after his 

return from El Salvador, articles in the Huntsville and 
Decatur, Alabama newspapers appeared concerning his trip 
to El Salvador and about the CMA. 


I_[advised that soon after these articles appeared 

in the newspapers, he received telephone calls from many 
different people, most of whom were not qualified, but all 
of whom were eager to help him in his efforts with the CMA. 
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I l atat€>d that a short tine after he returned 

from El Salvador, he wrote a letter to the government of 
Honduras, requesting them to accept the assistance of the 
CMA and stated he received a reply from Brigadier General 
GUSTAVO ALYAREZ MARTINEZ, Chief of the Armed Forces in 
Honduras. He stated this letter, in reply to his letter, 
invited him tQ come down to Honduras and>rdiscuss the CMA - 
assistance to their government in depth. 

[ advised that in response to this request, 
he notified the Honduran Embassy in Washington^ D.'C. and 
thereafter, went to Honduras on January 9, 1984. He stated 
he stayed until January 24, 1984, and he was a ccompanied 
by three of his associates in the CMA. I [ advised he 

would prefer not to give the names of the other three in-<- 
dividuals at this time. He advised that the names of he 
and the three men who acco mpanied him could be obtained 
from ! I Defense Attache Office, U.S. 

Embassy in Honduras. 
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I_[advised that while in Honduras, he and his 

fellow CMA associates went to observe a fiel d hospi tal of 
the Forces of a Democratic Nicarauga (FDN). I [ advised 

that while at the hospital, they took picture s of the hospital 
area and of soldiers in the area also. lT [ stated that 
shortly after going to this field hospital, his three companions 
came back to the United States, but he remained in Honduras 
for several more days. He stated while he was there alone, 
he traveled to an FDN outpost wh ich was manned by a FDN 
company known as "The Dragons". I l advised while he 

was at this base camp, he heard g unshots, but did not see 
any casualties whatsoever. [ I stated on one occasion 

while he was at this base camp and out on a patrol with 
FDN personnel, he saw-other members of his group fire into 
the brush and so he fired into the brush also. He stated 
he never saw anyone in the brush and did not feel there 
was any enemy there. He stated he felt this shooting was 
done for his benefit, in some type of effort to impress 
him. 


I l advised that he and his three associates 

flew down to Honduras in a private plane, but shipped their 
weapons commercially. He stated their weapons included 
one M>1 rifle, two M-1 carbine rifles, one AR-15, two 45's, 
one 9mm and one 38. He stated he wrote a letter to the 
Honduran government and gave the serial numbers to them 
prior to shipping the weapons in. He stated he also went 
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to the Huntsviller Alabana Office of Custons and filled 

out a fora (OMB 48-RO 394) to enable then to take the weapons b6 

overseas and back to the United States. b7c 


I_jstated while..they were in Honduras, he was 

the only one of the group who actually carried his weapon. 

He advised when they arrived,in Honduras,-.they signed their 
weapons and ammunition over to the government of Honduras 
and then, were given them back by the government. He stated 
this was some type of necessary procedure. He stated the 
only reason they took their guns along was to protects,them* 
selves while there. 

l advised that while they were in Honduras, be 

they gave the Honduran government and the FDN approximately b7c 

$2,500 worth of equipment, which consisted of uniforms, 
web gear and first-aid equipment. He stated they also gave 
them some ready-to-eat rations. 


_ l advised that aside from the weapons mentioned 

previously which he and his three companions shipped c<Mnmercially 
to Honduras, they also shipped 3,500 rounds of ammunition. 

He advised when they left Honduras, they left the 3.500 
rounds of ammunition for the Honduran government. 


advised that he has not sent any other items down to Honduras 
since their return from that country. 


b6 

b7C 


_jadvised that as soon as the CMA is able be 

to collect more equipment, he plans to send approximately b7c 

15% of it to El Salvador and 85% to the government of Honduras. 


He stated he be 

sold a great aeai ot ammunition wnicn ne nad accumulated 
over the last twenty years. He stated he sold this ammunition 

I which is 

located in the suburbs ot Birmingham. Ala bama. He sta ted 
he sold these quantities of ammunition to l 1 who 

came to his residence both times from Ensley, Alabama to 
purchase the ammunition. 


l advised the other 5% of the financing of 
the CMA has come from donations and stated they made some 
money from the sale of tee-shirts, advertising CMA. 
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[ thereafter exhibited one of the tee-shirts 

to SA|_ I This tee-shirt, white in color with black 

trim and black lettering, had the words, "Zero Hour for 
Communism" and also the initials CMA on the front. There 
was also a picture of a helicopter and combat troops near 
this helicopter depicted on the front of the shirt. 


I_[stated most of the equipment they have acquired ]35 

and have been able to ship to El Salvador was donated to b7c 

them. He stated tha t any guns he purchases-will be from 

Ispringfield, Missouri. 


I _[advised the CMA is a completely volunteer 

group and they do no€ take any dues and cannot pay any salaries. 
He stated the CMA is still in the planning stages and that 

right now, the equipm ent they obtain is the most important _ 

item on their agen da. [ 

[ ~| acquired from ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 

(ATF), Atlanta, Borgia. He stated he was contacted on 
one occasion by an AT F Agent from Montgomery, Alabama , who 
came to his residencej[and interviewed him.f 
advised this ATF Agent told him he would have to secure 
a d ealer * s license to purchase small arms and ammunition 
and advised he was aware of that. 


[_[stated he put on the application form the 

reason he wanted this license was to pu rchase a mmunition 
and weapons to send to Central America. I ~|advised the 

ATF Agent from Montgomery wh o contacted him was | 

I I stated at the present time, 

he has not purchased any weapons. 


advised that prior to their trip to Honduras, 
he personally contacted the U. S. State Department 
in Washington, D.C. to find put what they could legally 
take to Honduras. He stated he was told they could take 
up to three firearms apiece out of the country and 1,000 
rounds of ammunition apiece. He stated they took 3,500 
rounds of ammunition instead of 4,000, in case they might 
have miscounted and he did not want to have too much ammunition 
onboard. ' 
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ladvlsed he recently heard from| | be 

(phonetic) J bfficer in b7c 

the El Salvadorian Air Force. He stated this i [ gave 

him an address in the United States where he could ship 
equipm ent and it would thereaf ter be shipped to El Salvad or. 

I I stated this address was: I I 


advised it is not the intention of CMA or be 

him to break any United States laws and that he is only b7c 

trying to fight the Communist menace in Central America 
in the only way he knows. 


Reserves f 


ladvised he was in the U. S. Marine Corps 

I and was on active 


duty in the Marine Corps 

I I He stated he was in Viet Nam ^or one year. He advisei 


] 


he was in the Alabama National Guard 

and he was then in the Marine Corps Reserves 


1 
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The following descriptive data was obtained through 
observation and interview: 


Name 



weight 

Eyes 

Hair 


Wh ite 

-atrg- 


6 * 0 " 

175 

Blue 

Brown 
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I (thereafter provided copies of all correspondence ^6 

he could find concerning CMA. This included copies of two 
applications* as well as correspondence with authorities 
in the United States* El Salvador and Honduras. A copy 
of each of these documents is attached hereto. 
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of C2 woat out of hia way 

to haly^ vuih Wo rooolTod 1)ottaiu^*9jt^i^t;,t^ ozpootid* | 

_waa aa yorfoot oxaaplo of a profoaaioaal aolidoa* Bia 
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oquipaaat that wo doliTorod on our trip will bo of ao— holp* Wo 
atartod pOLaaa aa aooa aa wo arrirod back in tho Statoa to iahi' ihro 
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Sirt Itor* Is sopthsr sample .of thm aqulxMoent to be sent (tow tbe^r* 
This •<|Wii|M«iBt !• St no cost to tlie £1 SalTador Qovernaent* 
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eantaaa * oovor 
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fb 1000 cleaning patches M-60 
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1 45 elaaning rods 
1 1I-16 cleaning rod pouch 
1 First aid poueh 
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4.00 
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2.00 
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?L£ASS OZVS IT TO TH£ PROfaR PSOPLK. 
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1 pr boot* Jun£l« |33«00 

3 8«t8 cAffiO. uniforms 120.00 

4 pr socks % 2.00 6.00 

1 slloo psek vitb straps 35.00 

1 belt earsnd 15.00 

1 holster new .45 20.00 

1 clesnine kit M-16coinplete 5.00 

1 camo bet 4.00 

1 first eld kit 3.00 

1 ceao field jecket 40;00 

1 bag duffle 10.00 

4 bottles water pur, 4,00 

1 canteen it cover 5.50 

1 pounoho 8,00 

4 t shirts green 14.00 

1 hamock 12.00 

1 pr field glasses I 50 .OO 


♦488,50 
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Sirt is mmm of tho oquipaont proaiaod to tiio SI Soivodor 

It* BUo oqulpaont io at ao ooot to tlMi« 


1 Toot flak 125*00 

5 aaao poiachoot 3*00 9«00 

1 eoatooai ooTor 3*00 

2 onponxlMra alioo (i 10.00 20.00 

1 flvot old and paokot 3.00 

10 hoododfoo # .50 5.00 


$165*00 


Sir. tdio ooald bo th# laot sont to you by tho aadl. 

I baTO aado Motaot with aa £1 Salradoran Air forco Officor 
ho bao flTOB M tho iaforoation ao hov to got oquipMit to hit 
oouatxy othor thaa aall. This will oawo uo aoaoy. Sho roaooa 
wo hawo aot ooat ia a whilo io that whoa wo dida't hoar fTM tho 
£1 Salwodoroa Oowozaaoatt wo aado tho fDS ia Hoadruaa tho aaaa 
proaiao* Xhoy garo ua ia writiag a lottor aayiag Ihdgr would 
taka our holp* Duo to tho fact that wo atartad ia SI Salvador» 
wo aro goiag to aoat 151( to thoy eouatxy. 1 juat wiah that 
wo eould ooad aoro. Kaybo la tho soar forturo wo will bo abla 
to hMU a boor togothor* By tho way wo havo oolloetod aoarly 
6 toao of ^uipaMt alroady. Zhaaka for your holp* 1 hope 
our aouaton goto off of wir butta aad aoad aoro holp dowa their. 
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C.M.A. 

C ivUian Military Assistanc e 


b6 

b7C 


SUPPORT MEMBERSHIP APPUCATION 


Name _ 
Address 


Last 


First 


Middle 


Phone_ 

Area Code 


Do you want monthly report? a Yes o No 


(Amount 'oTlDtonation) 


FACTS ABOUT CMA 

1. The most important thing, we need your prayers. 

2. We accept all right-wing personnel as supporters. 

3. You do not have to give in order to be a member. 

4. All money donated will be used to purchase equipment and pay only expenses of the 
trainers in the *Host Countries. 

5. We are not mercenaries. 

6. We want to send the best men and equipment to defeat the enemy. 

7. We cannot afford to wait for the Communist to get here to fight them. 

8. Our account books can be checked by anybody. 

9. No salaries are taken out for anybody. 

10. All contributions are held in the strictest of confidence. 

11. We are not tax exempt. 

12. We are totally supported by civilians wanting to stop Communist. 

13. We have men wanting to go to Central America to fight the enemy. 

14. As of Dec. 1, 1983, we have already sent over ^1,000^ to El Salvador. 

15. We have collected over ^20,000®® worth of equipment, but we need your help in 
getting it down there. 

16. Our goal is to outfit 1,000 men with equipment. 

17. We are not funded by any Government Agency. 

18. We are not political connected to any party. 

19. Our goal is to keep this going year round. 

20. We want the chance to fight the Communist. 

21. Remember, the Communist has the right to kill anybody, anytime, anywhere they 
want to. 

22. We will send out a report every month to the members that want it. 

23. It cost at least ^300^ to equipment one man. We want him to have a lighting chance. 


(Signature and Date) 


Host Countries El Salvador and Hondrucis 








If you need more space for Military resume please attach addition sheets to this application. 

Marriage status: Yes o |nIo P Divorced □ # Dependents--- 

Resume of wtiy you want to join up. Attached separate sheet of paper. 

A. Because yt?u fill out application, there is no guarantee that you will be selected. 

B. If selected, you are required to have a physical by our doctor. We pay for it. 

C. You will be required to pass a Special Forces P.F.T. 

D. No dope users or pushers will be tolerated. 

E. The Donation Fee goes toward buying military equipment and shipping cost to the host country. Also some of the, 
money is spent to pay for trainers to go to the host country. 

F. All of our actives is done with the approval of the host country. We are not Mercenaries. We are Patriots that are 
concerned about Communist taking over our country and other free nations. We know and understand that the 
U.S. Government can not take care of the world. We are here to do our part, the best way we know how. Wo are tired 
of setting on our butts doing nothing. SO PLEASE HELP USI All donations of money and or military equipment is 
appreciated. 

G. If summons is given then you must show up, at your own expense, at a selection committee hearing. If you fail to 
show up you application will be discarded. You will be given from one (1) to three (3) weeks notice as to when and 
where to show up. If accepted you and your normal expenses too a host country will be paid by the C.M.A 

H. We are not funded by any government agencyt 

I. Passport is needed. 

J. You must have your own uniforms. 

K. We are not tax exempt. 

Signature-—--— 


Date; _ 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (2-181) (P) 
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J/l^ ^ Reference New Orleans teletype to the Bureau dated 
9/5/84. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are fiye copies, for 
Birmingham, Memphis and Mobile, two copies of ah LHM captioned b2 

as above. b6 

b7C 

Sourceimen tioned in enclos ed LHM- is jgpn- b7D 

tacting Agent is Sa F 1 







No active inves;tj-gation being eO^ducted by New Orleans 
Division until specifl^^^^tructions aft^lpr leads received 
from FBIHQ and Office/^f o/igin in this matter. 



O- Bureau (Ends. 5) 

2- Birmingham (Ends. 2) 
2- Memphis (Ends. 2) 

2- Mobile (Ends. 2) 

2- New Orleans 
JPS:bch 
( 11 ) 


OSTtfO?' 



- / ,ALl-i-Cin o//' 
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Approve. 



Transmitted 


(Number) (Time) 


- Per . 
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U.S. Department oiJustice 



In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No, 2-181 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


New Orleans, Louisiana 70113 
September 11, 1984 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS, 

ALSO KNOWN AS (AKAi 

I AKA b6 

b7C 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - 
EL SALVADOR 


Following are copies of articles that have appeared in the 
New Orleans daily newspaper. The Times Picayune regarding captioned 
matter: 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI arid is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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GIA knew 
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By UnHil Pf Intarhationat 

, WASHINGTON l^The CIA 
r knew a U.S. paramilitary group 
\ was Bending men to |oin Nicara- 
f guan rebels but did nothing to 
V stop the volunteers, two^of whom 
^were killed in action in Nicara- 
>gua, congressional sources Mid 
^:,Wedne8day. . / 

I The sources said ClA^ officials 
J Wednesday informed some mem- 
^ bers of the Senate Select Com- 
." mittee on Intelligence that the 
' agency knew six Americans were 
traveling to Honduras to join the 
CIA-backed Nicaraguan Demo¬ 
cratic Force, which is fighting 
against the leftist Sandinista gov¬ 
ernment of Nicaragua. 

‘The apncy heard these guys 
were coming and their guys dove 
into foxholes,” a source familiar 
with intelligence matters said. 

CIA officials said agents in 
Honduras “got put of the way” of 
the six Americans because they 
“didn’t want anybody to think 
(they) were involved” in the para¬ 
military opet^ation, the source 
said. 

At the same time,‘Rei>. Ted 
Weiss, D-N.Y., sent a letter to 
CIA Director William Casey, ask¬ 
ing him to explain if his agency 
had any cpnn^ion with the two 
dead Americaiis. 

“The loss of American lives in 
the covert war against Nicaragua 
could draw the United States into 
direct military involvement in 
that conflict,” Weiss aaid. 

The Americans, described by 
U.S. officials as volunteers, were ] 
sent to Honduras by Civilian- 
Military Assistance, a . paramili¬ 
tary organization balsed in Deca¬ 
tur, Ala. 

Two members of the ^oup, 
Huntsville police Detective Dana 
H. Parker and James P, Powell 
III, were killed in a rebel helicop¬ 
ter shot down .by Nicaraguan 
. forces. > - 

Nicaragua^charged that Parker, 
Powell and the four oth^ Ameri¬ 


cans who went to Honduras were 
mercenaries working for the CIA. 

. Tom Posey, a founder of CMA 
who organized the trip, told UPI 
' that the group has sent anti-Saii- 
dinista rebels $70,000 worth of 
equipment and at least 15 Ameri¬ 
cans as trainers since January. < 

The sources said they were 
uncertain how far in advance 
intelligence agents in Honduras 
knew of the Posey group. | 

The Pentagon said U.S. mili¬ 
tary personnel do not control two 
Honduran airfields that Nicara¬ 
gua says were used to launch the 
flight. 

Nicaragua’s Sandinista govern¬ 
ment said maps recovered from 
the downed helicopter showed H 
came from Honduras’s El Agua- 
cate air base and Jamastran air¬ 
field, facilities the United States 
recently has used and improved-. 

Congressional sources said 
that, even without control over 
the airfields, U.S. personnel in 
Honduras probably would have 
monitored flights from them. 

Intelligence and military offi¬ 
cials said once the airfields were 
built or improved, authority over 
them pass^ on to the Honduran 
government. 

In his letter, Weiss said, “U.S. 
citizens employed by the Ameri¬ 
can government, on contract with 
the government, or associated in 
any way with the U.S. govern¬ 
ment ... should not take part in 
any covert activities against-Nic- 
aragua.” * 
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I ' tJ.S.: Libya’s role reveals [ 

1 true nature of Sandinistas ’ 


pii. .- - 

I Th. AMoctofd Pr— 

^ WASHINGTON — The State 
^Department on Tuesday den- 
'ounced Libyan involvement in 
rNicara^a while reasserting its 
\ claim that two Americai^s killed 

when their helicopter was shot 
down over Nicaragua had no con* 
, nection with the U.S. govern* 

I Bent 

Responding to a statement by 
Libyan leader Moammar Kha* 
j dafy confirming Libyan involve* 

ment in Nicaragua, State Depart* 
ment spokesman John Hughes 
i f said the United States is seriously 
! I concerned about all foreign mili* 
t teiy personnel in that country. 

9 ‘ These include personnel from 
I Libya, the Soviet bloc, the Pales- 
b tine Liberation Organization and 
t other groups, he said. 

I “Col. Khadafy’s boast of Ub- 
' iyan military presence in Nica- 
^ E ragua, combing with Nicaragua’s 
f extraordinary military buildup, 
ljunderlines again our concerns 


about the true lUkture of the San- 
diniste regime and the threat it 
poses to its neighbors,” Hughes 
said. 

He said Libya’s involvement in 
Nicaragua was confirmed last 
year when a clandestine arms 
shipment earmarked for Nicara¬ 
gua was stopped in Brazil. 

The two dead men apparently 
were part of a group of seven 
Americans who traveled to Hon¬ 
duras recently volunteering to 
help the rebels who are ^hting 
Nicaragua’s ruling Sandinistas, 
said the official, who spoke on 
condition he not be identified. 

Rebel leaders had made an 
unsuccessful appeal to discouraf^ 
them from undertaking the heli¬ 
copter mission, the official said. 

Underscoring the lack of U.S. 
government control over such 
activities, one official, speaking 
privately Tuesday, said, “We 
can’t prevent wild men frpm 
doing wild things.” J 

ii 
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killed in Nicaragua 
began mission in N.O. 


from wiro roportft Monday that the CIA told him on 

^ Sunday that the two men came 
WASHINGTON — Two men from a group of seven that trav- 
killed when Nicaragua shot down eled last week from New Orleans 
a rebel helicopter Saturday were to Honduras to join the rebels in 
American mercenaries who their fight against the Sandin- 
reportedly departed from New istas. 

Orleans after being recruited by Rebel leaders say their recruit- 
rebel sympathizers in the United ment efforts have been concen- 
States, 'Reagan administration trated in New Orleans and Miami 
officials said Monday. because those cities have large 

Sen. Daniel Moynihan, vice Nicaraguan communities. One 
chairman of the Senate Select rebel representative of the Nica- * 
Committee on Intelligence, said raguan Democratic Forces (FDN)' 


MoynihafTTTOTR.Y., said his 
panel would investigate whether 
the CIA had any connection with 
the mercenaries. 

He said he had been assured by 
the CIA that it was not asso¬ 
ciated with the men. 

But a senior administration 
official said Washington learned 
“sometime ago” that seven 
Americans had made their way to 
Honduras in their own jet and 
had made contact there with the 
anti-Sandinista forces led by 
Adolfo Calero. 

The official said the seven men 
apparently volunteered for the 
rebels and bad pressed leaders 
of the anti-Sanainista force to 
cany out raids against Cuban-run 
training cam ps in Nic aragua. 


said the group has used New 
Orleans as a major departure 
point for travel by private Ameri¬ 
can advisers going to rebel bases 
in Honduras. 

White House press secretary 
Larry Speakes said no U.S. gov- 
.emment personnel were involved 
in the incident. The Nicaraguans 
said the crash occurred after a 
helicopter and four airplanes 
attacked the Tapasli Military 
School on Saturday near Santa 
Clara, about 10 miles from the 
Honduran border. 

Reagan administration officials 
said the recruitment of the men, 
who have not been identified, was 
part of ah extensive effort by the 
rebels in recent months to raise 
money and attract military 
advisers in the United States as 
official U.S, aid diminished 
because of congressional opposi¬ 
tion. 

Rebel representatives in the 
United States, while denying that 
they had recruited mercenaries, 
said they were organizing fund¬ 
raising dHves to help the parami¬ 
litary operations in Nicaragua. 
They said the drives were under 
way in Miami, New Orleans, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and other 
cities with large Hispanic popula¬ 
tions. 

Nicaragua said the helicopter’s 
three occupants were killed 

The Nicaraguan government 
Monday made public a photo¬ 
graph of one of the victims, a 
light-haired, wl^ite male who 
reportedly died from a bullet 
wound in the head after the heli¬ 
copter was shot down after a 
rebel raid on the military camp. 

The bodies of two other men 
aboard the helicopter were 
burned beycmd-nfecognition, 
according to Nicaraguan authori¬ 
ties 
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Rdijels: Two Americanr^ 

were not mercenaries 


I•tat 0 d gto ry, A-8 _ 

gfom staff •nd fports. _ _ 

Two Americans killed Satur- 
Jay when Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment forces shot down their rebel 
helicopter were members of a v^- 
erans* organization helping in the • 
fight against the Marxist- 
oriented Sandinista regime, a 
re^l gVoup said Tuesday. 

Thf; Americans, who report-^ 

luiuciragiis 

From Page 1 

strongest of the rebel forces fight¬ 
ing the Sandinistas. 

Calero’s claim that the Ameri¬ 
cans were volunteers conflicts 
with reports from some Reagan 
administration officials who said 
that they were mercenaries 
recruited by rebel sympathizers 
in the Unit^ States. 

^*We have not recruited any¬ 
one,” Calero said. 

Calero, a Nicaraguan, said he 
went with the group to Central 
America. They were bringing 
medicine. 

Three people — the two 
Americans and a Nicaraguan 
pilot — were aboard the downed 
helicopter, Calero said. 

The two Americans were 
former Vietnam War helicopter 
pilots Dana H. Parker Jr., of 
Huntsville, Ala., and James 
Powell of Memphis, Tenn., the 
FDN announced in Alabama 
Tuesday. Parker was a Huntsville 
police detective on leave, the 
FDN said. 

The two men, according to the 
rebel officials in Huntsville, were 
members of a group called Civil¬ 
ian Military Advisers that was 
formed last year by American 
military veterans to help the 
rebels. 

The group, the insurgent offi¬ 
cials said, has chapters in Hunts- 
dlle, Memphis, and Birmingham, 
Ma., and has sent between 15 and 
iO Americans to Honduras dur- 
ng the last year to advise the 
ebels. 

The Americans have helped 
rain rebel'fiiipiHije and helicop- 


edly left New Orleans for Central- 
America with four colleagues last 
week, were volunteers “concerned 
about the great threat comrou-- 
nism poses to this country and to 
the whole hemisphere, sai 
Mario Calero. the New Orleans 
area representative of the .. 

guan Democratic Force (FDN). 
The FDN is the largest and 

Sm NICARAGUA. A.4 

ter pilots, the insurgent leaders 
said, but have not participated in 
militaiy* activities in Nicaragua. 

They said that the two men 
were killed Saturday when their 
helicopter flew over Nicaragua to 
inspect the damage inflicted by a 
rebel ground attack on a militaiy 
installation, but that they had 
not taken part in fighting. 

The Nicaraguan government 
said the crash occurred after a 
helicopter and four airplanes 
attacked the Tapasli Military 
School near Santa Clara, about 
10 miles from the Honduran bor¬ 
der. 

Calero denied the helicopter 
was involved in a miltary action. 
He said his brother, FDN com¬ 
mander-in-chief Adolfo Calero, 
“would not approve any Ameri¬ 
cans participating in the fight¬ 
ing.” 

A State Department spokes¬ 
man said Tuesday that U.S. offi¬ 
cials in Honduras are interrogat¬ 
ing the American survivors, who 
have been “very skittish” about 
supplying information on their 
activities. 

“I can say without fear of con¬ 


tradiction that there was no 
(U.S.) government involvement,^ 
spokesman John Hughes said. \ 
He said that the State Depart¬ 
ment is trying to determine if the 
poup violated a law that prohib¬ 
its U.S. citizens from joining 
foreign military forces without 
government authorization. 


Mario Calero and othss miy 
communists denied Tue^ftfthat 
the rebels are actively recruiting 
in the United States. 

A Nicaraguan activist in New 
Orleans, Sergio Baltodano, said, 
“What happens is that leaders of 
the freedom fighters come 
through the New Orleans area, 
then Nicaraguans living here get 
interested in joining the cause.” 

Baltodano is the executive 
manager of the New Orleans- 
based Caribbean Commission, an 
anti-communist organization. 

About 100 Nicaraguans who 
were living in metropolitan New 
Orleans voluntarily left to join 
the rebels during the paSt-^year, 
Mario Calero said. They.^«ither 
are fighting or support the effort. 
None have been killed, he said ^ 
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JJ.S. officer passed aid, 
civilians to Salvador 



WASHINGTON A mUitary 
officer assigned to the U.S. 
Embassy in El Salvador served as 
a conduit for a group of American 
civilians to provide military- 
related supplies, including ammu¬ 
nition clips and camouflage uni- 
: forms, to the Salvadoran army, 
U.S. officials acknowledged 
Thursday. 

Army Maj. C.A. McAnamey, a 
logistics officer at the embassy, 
confirmed Thursday that he for¬ 
warded nearly a dozen shipments 
to the Salvadoran government 
after receiving them by mail from 
Tom Posey, a former Marine in 
Alabama who heads a civilian 
group dedicated to fighting com¬ 
munism in Central America. 

Last November, McAnarney 
also translated into Spanish 
Posey's initial offer to provide the 
supplies to El Salvador at no 
. cha^e. 

The State Department Thurs¬ 
day asked the Customs Service to 
investigate whether Posey vio¬ 
lated Meral law by sending cer- 
* tain military-related supplies to 
. El Salvador. The request came as 
several federal agencies played 
hot potato with a growing list of 
questions about the extent to 
which the Reagan administration 
may have aided Posey's efforts to 
help El Salvador's army and anti- 
government rebels in Nicaragua. 

Administration officials took 
no steps to block Posey's ship¬ 
ments of military-related supplies 
El Salvador, although the 
State Department said it had 
issued him no export license. 


Such licenses are required for 
export of items on the depart¬ 
ment's munitions control list. An 
official said the list includes 
empty ammunition clips, ammu¬ 
nition pouches and camouflage 
uniforms, which were among the 
items Posey sent to El Salvador. 

In addition, the Treasury 
Department did not notify the 
State Department that Posey had 
declared, on a Treasuiv applica¬ 
tion to become a dealer of 
firearms in the United States, 
that plan to buy weapons and 
ammo to send to El Salvador." 
Treasury officials said that they 
ted Posey the dealer’s license 
use his plan to send we^>ons 
to a foreign government was the 
State Department's responsibil¬ 
ity, not theirs. 

Posey, meanwhile, said said 
that on an earlier trip to Nicara¬ 
gua he engaged in a fure fight with 
Sandinista soldiers. 

Posey of Decatur, Ala., founder 
of the Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tance, said in an interview with 
The Huntsville Times in Janua^ 
that he had fired 300 rounds “in 
self-defense" during skirmishes 
along the Honduras-Nicaragua 
border. 

Two members of the CMA — 
Huntsville police officer Dana 
Parker and James Powell HI of 
Memphis, Tenn., both Vietnam 
veterans — were killed Saturday 
when their helicopter was shot 
down in what Nicaraguan auth¬ 
orities say was an air raid. 

Posey said Thursday that the 
January incident was the only 
time he had ever fired a waapoq 
in the Central America fighting. 
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20 to 30 
la. men j 
give help 
to rebels 

CIA kfww about H, A«3 j 

By JOAN TREADWAY 

Staff wr iter I 

/• About 20 to 30 Vietnam veter- j 
ans living in small Louisiana I 
towns are members of an Ala- 
bama orfanization that trains 
and supplies anti-communist I 
Nicaraguan rebels, and some 
.have traveled to Central America 
•to help the “freedom fighters,” 
Tom Posey, a leader of the i 
American group, said Wednes- i 
day. 

‘ The Louisianians are among I 
about 1,000 members of the orga- I 
' nization, called Civilian Military 
Assistants, Posey said in a tele¬ 
phone interview from his home in 
Decatur, Ala. I 

He refused to name any of the j 
Louisi^ians or their towns, say- j 
ing it is the group’s policy to let j 
individual members identify I 
themselves. j I 

These American volunteers do I j 
not participate in combat, he I 
said. I 

: No members of the year-old I 
group had been hurt or killed I 
until Saturday, Posey said. That I 
day, tw’o Americans who are j ■ 
members of the organization as I 
well as a Nicaraguan rebel pilot 
died when their helicopter was j i 
ahot down by troops of Nicara- 
^a’s Marxist-oriented Sandin- 
kta government. 

" The two were Dana Herbert 
Parker Jr., a Huntsville, Ala., 
policeman who was on leave, and j 
James Powell III, a civilian pilot 11 
from Memphis, Tenn. j 

Nicaraguan government offi- I 
cials say the aircraft was attack¬ 
ing a military school near the I I 
Honduran border. But Posey and 
rebel leaders said that the heli¬ 
copter was on a mercy mission to 
answer a radio distress call. 

1 “We don’t know exactly what ^ 
Ithe call was about, bec^us£,^fthe 
poise from the helicoptexwRen j 
Jthe three were leaving,” Posey 
JwiH I 


nt Clipping in Spoce Below) 


\ Americans killed wen 

•r-pST of a group of six that left 
V New Orleans for Central America 
last week. They were led b.V 
Mario Calero, a rebel representa¬ 
tive living in Kenner. None of the 
six were from Louisiana. 

■ Civilian Military Assistants 
tram members of the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force, the largest of 
the rebel groups ftghting the San- 
dinista government, Posey said. 
“We show them how to do mili¬ 
tary maneuvers, like helicopter 
takeoffs and landings, and how to 
make their weapons last longer,” 
he said. 

Powell had been a U.S. heli¬ 
copter pilot, shot down in Viet¬ 
nam, Posey said. “He received 
disability bMause of a back injuiy 

Sm REBELS. A-6 ' 


Rebels 


From Pog« 1 

he suffered in this incident, but 
be went to Central America 
despite his pain. He spoke Span¬ 
ish, which is one of our require¬ 
ments before pending people 
down.” 

The Los Angeles Times 
Wednesday quoted a Pentagon 
official as saying that Parker, also 
a Vietnam veteran, was a mem¬ 
ber of the Army’s elite Special 
Forces unit of the Alabama 
National Guard. The mission of 
the Special Forces, as defined by 
the Army, is to *^lan and con¬ 
duct unconventional war opera¬ 
tions” and to support the war 
efforts of U.S,-allied “indigenous 
forces.” 

In addition to military train¬ 
ing, Civilian Military Assistants 
also supplies the rebels with mili¬ 
tary equipment such as camou¬ 
flage uniforms, canteens and 
boots. The group also sends food, 


Nothing and medicine to Nicara- | 
guan refugees in Honduras, Posej 
said.. ^ 

The Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tants was founded by Posey and 
tour others “who wanted to do 
something about communism,” 
he said. 

“We started out helping the 
Salvadoran government, which is 
fighting leftist rebels, but then, 
when it got help from the U.S. 
Congress, we decided to help 
someone else who needed it 
more,” Posey said. 

The American group raises its 
own money and is not connected 
with any U.S. government 
agency, he said. _ 

Honduran officials put the 
group in touch with the Nicara¬ 
guan rebels, he said. 

The Civilian Military organiza¬ 
tion has chapters of at least 12 
members in Huntsville, Birming¬ 
ham and Memphis, he said, and 
smaller groups elsewhere. Most o^ 
its members are Vietnam vetert 





UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 


On September 6, 1984, a source of known reliability pro¬ 
vided the following information: 

JAMES POWELL and DANA PARKER recently killed while flying 
in a helicopter in Nicaragua were members of a group known as CMA 
which is affiliated with the MERCENARY ASSOCIATION OF DOLIMITE, 
ALABAMA. 


The MERCENARY ASSOCIATION recently received para-military 
training in parachute techniques at Shreveport, Louisiana. POWELL 
and PARKER did not participate in these training exercise. 


Source is aware of overtures being made by 
of CMA to individuals involved in para-military groups to induce 
these persons to engage in mercenary type activities in Central 
America. Specifics of actual recruitments, if any, unknown. 


The MERCENARY ASSOCIATION, Post Office Box 309, 

Dolomite, Alabama, 35061, received para-military training in 
parachute jumping at Shreveport, Louisiana, from May 4, through 6, 
1984. At the completion of this training, the group traveled by 
personally owned vehicles to Dolomite, Alabama, where they received 
additional training with various weapons. 


Those attending the training at Shreveport, Louisiana, 
are as follows: 
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MESSAGE RELAY VIA TELETYPE 
(RESTRICTED USE) 

□ IMMEDIATE □ PRIORITY 



ALL FBI IHFOPHATION COHTAIMED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 





DATE 07™19”2007 BY 60324 AUC BA¥/STP/CLS 



□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin./DEA/ b2 

□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 

□ HQ AFOSI Bolling AFBDC/AFOSI/ 



□ Nuclear Regulatory CommIssion/NRC/ 

Customs Service/UCS/ 

□ U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service/INS/ 
n U.S. Secret Service/USSS/ 

□ Other: _ 




DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


y 


F BI/DOJ 






Restrictions on Use 


USE AND Pi 


FORM 0-73 


- ►Skill 


1. Only incoming teietype messages within the categories listed in MIOG Seoti^ 16^1.7 pages 1251 & 1252 may be prepared using form 

0.73. i8^d2 

2. Use of Form 0-73 Is restricted to incoming teletype me^aes' receR4H^at W^IHQ Communications Center within the last 72 hours. 

P^vlstigatioA 

3. Addressees must be Bureau Offices (LEGAT/Field) or otrier Government Agencies. Geographical location must be indicated if other 
Government Agency is located outside the Washington, D.C. area. 

4. Editing of message text is restricted to typed or printed changes of a word or two. Changes to the existing text involving more than a 
word or two will require the originator to Initiate a new message using Form 0-93. Administrative data may be added immediately 
following the text and must be identical for all addressees. 


5. Teletype meesages received by the Communications Center that do not meet the above criteria shall be returned to the originator for 
preparation using Form 0-93\ / 

Preparation of 0-73 Form (Yellow) . - / 

1 . Date & Precedence -Type or print date and Indicate precedence by checking the appropriate box. / 

, / 

2. Addressee(s) - Type or print addressee(s) Immediately following the “TO:” or place a check mark in the appropriate box. Note: When 
using block “Other,” indicate geographical location if addressee(s) is located outside Washington, D.C. if addressee(s) is a military 
installation, the name of the base, fort, or station must be listed to ensure delivery. 

3. Classification - Type or print the classification and if appropriate the caveat and warning notices. 

4. Addressee Internal Distribution - Complete when the originator wishes the message to be distributed to a known entity within a 
Headquarters Agency (I.e. Division, Section, Unit, etc.). List the addressee(s) abbreviation and the internal distribution, i.e. a message to 
Dept, of State, Dept, of Justice, and Defense Intelligence Agency; list on the “For” rme(s) as follows: 

Example: For: DOS For SY/TAG; DOJ for Asst. AG Criminal Div.; DIA For DSOP. 

Messages which do not list internal distribution shall be delivered to the agency headquarters where their analyst will effect in-house 
distribution. 

5. Subject - Type or print the subject in the space provided or check “see attached” If subject Is Identical to attached message. 

6. Originator’s Boxes - Type or print the originator’s name, telephone extension, room number, and division. 

7. Approved By Box - Indicate approval for transmission by Initialing the approved by box. Note: The person approving the message is 
solely responsible for assuring all necessary editing changes are accurate and are legible. 

Preparation of Message To Be Transmitted 

1 . Duplicate Copy & Notations - Xerox 1 copy of the inooming teletype message. A notation shall be made on the original incoming 

teletype indicating one copy made for relay to SACS__ {or LEGATS)__ (or Government Agencies)_. 

2. Editing of Duplicate Copy (Heading) - Using a lead pencil ONLY draw single lines through the first and last lines of the message 
heading; connect these lines from top right to bottom left forming a “Z” figure. (Do Not Obliterate the Heading) 

3. Editing Changes to the Text - (See Restrictions on Use, item 4) 

4. Administrative Data - Type or print administrative data immediately following the text. 
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1984, LOCAL CRIME STOPPERS RECEIVED AN ANONYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL 
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PAGE TWO UNCLAS E F T 0 

FROM AN INDIVIDUAL STATING HE HAD BEEN A MEMBER OF A MERCENARY 
GROUP, BUT WAS GETTING OUT BECAUSE HE DID NOT LIKE WHAT THEY WERE 
DOING. HE ALLEGED THE, GROUP, UNNAMED, WAS SENDING WEAPONS TO 
NICARAGUA AND SAID PREVIOUSLY GUNS HAD BEEN STORED AT 


UNTIL SEPTEMBER 6, !S84, WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO 


NEW ORELANS, LOCATION UNKNOWN. HE ALSO STATED FOUR WEAPONS WERE 
AT THE HOME OF 


WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 35 YEARS OLD, 6 FEET, MEDIUM BUILD, 


BROWN HAIR, MUSTACHE ‘ND DRIVING A BROWN FORD. AWEAPONS WERE 
DESCRIBED AS M-IS’S, 45 AUTOMATICS AND OTHER AUTOMATICaWEAPONS 
}AND AilBO, WHICH WERE TO BE MOVED FR0M | 

OF SEPTEMBER 9, 1984. 

MEMPHIS INDICES NEGATIVE Ot ^ 


BY THE EVENING 


ffC EAWT ANir IJUDILL ARB R g gU E J T BD TO INJ3»inc ADO -W B 


■ IHPOftMAq'IOI I "13 WAPB AVAILABLE ’TO Ui Oi O OTrOllOi " 
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I «=» ConsT^ 

I Scr/jT'"^ 

I Trsffjfr^fl 

l^^ar's Sec-/ 


UNCLAS, 


DOMESTIC TERRORISM UN If 


>R^bOM 425 1, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION, 


,-dEUTRALITY 


MATTER ~ EL SALVADOR; OQ: BH 


B/ re^BTi^C ye/^rr pex: 

^ ':Zm3^9 ^ 


BIRMINGHAM HAS A PENDING NEUTRALITY 


INVESTIGATION ON CAPTIONED SUBJECT AND 


CIVILIAN 


MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA). DANA H. PARKER, JR., OF HUNTSVILLE, ALA., b7c 
AND JAMES POWELL, III., OF MEMPHIS, TENN., WHO WERE KILLED LAST 
SATURDAY IN NICARAGUA, WERE ALLEGEDLY MEMBERS OF THE CMA. 
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PAGE TWO ■ »!! UCLAS 

ON SEPT. 7, 1984, U.S. CUSTOJ1S SERVICE ADVISED THAT ON AUG. 

29, 1984, A CESSENA 20S AIRCRAFT CLEARED CUSTOMS AT NEW ORLEANS, LA., 
ON A "RELIEF MISSION" TO HONDURAS. THE THREE INDIVIDUALS IN THAT 
AIRCRAFT ARE BELIEVED TO BE AFFILIATED WITH CMA AND ARE DESCRIBED 

DOB 


AS FOLLOWS: 


DOB 


AND 


DOB 


]tHE AIRCRAFT WAS REPORTEDLY OWNED BY 


I - NF0 - 0F" r - Bi ’ !IQ, THE ASAC AND OTHER PERSONNEL WORKING ON 
THIS CASE, HAVE ESTABLISHED PERSONAL LIAISON WITH SAC'S U.S. CUSTOMS 
AND BH ATF. BOTH U.S. CUSTOMS AND BH ATF AGREED THAT THE FBI HAS AN 
ONGOING INVESTIGATION OF LONG STANDING AND AT THE TIME ACKNOWLEDGED 
OUR PRIMARY INTEREST IN THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, ON SEPT. 7, 1984, MR. 
GARY WRIGHT, AREA SAC, U.S. CUSTONS, MOBILE, AL., ADVISED HIS HO 
HAS INFORMED HIM THAT SECTY. OF STATE SCHULTZ WAS SCHEDULED TO 


b6 
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PAGE THREE S! UNCLAS 

TESTIFY NEXT TUESDAY AT A SENATE COMMITTEE AND HAS ASKED THE SECTY. 
OF THE TREASURY TO HAVE U.S. CUSTOMS PERSONNEL INTERVIEW 


AND ANY OTHERS WITH REGARD TO THE BELOW QUESTIONS: 

OR ANY OTHER 


b6 

b7C 


1. WITH WHOM IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS 


MEMBER OF THEIR ORGANIZATION HAD CONVERSATIONS? 2. WHAT LEAD ANY OF 
THESE PEOPLE (CAM) TO BELIEVE THEIR ACTIVITIES WERE KNOWN AND/OR 
CONDONED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? 

' (PROTECT) 


ON THIS DATE, 


ADVISED SAC, BH HE HAD IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


CONCERNING THIS MATTER WHICH HE WISHED TO IMPART TO BUREAU AGENTS. 

Ion sept. 10 , 19S4, 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


UACB, BH INTENDS TO INTERVIEW! 


ADDITIONALLY, UACB, BH INTENDS TO HAVE A JOINT INTERVIEW 0F[ 


WITH U.S. CUSTOMS PERSONNEL RELATIVE TO THE TWO QUESTIONS, SUPRA. 



URgftU 19 ' REQUESTED TlinOUQ’.l LIAIOO ;}" WITII ' 


TO DETERMINE 


IF THEY HAVE ANY INFO CONCERNING OR ANY OPERATIONAL INTEREST IN THE 


FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS: 


DOB 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


] DOB 


DOB 



DANA HUBERT PARKER, 

















PAGE FOUR BH 2-28 

JR. , DOB DEC. 21, 1947,1 


UNCl-AS 


DOB UIvKMOWN, ^6 

b7C 


JAMES POWELL, III., MEMPHIS, TENN., DOB UNKNOWN, 


b7D 


DOB UNKNOWN. ALOO ^ fBHia nCQUC ' STCD TO "» CrtRO!l !I1PH ! >E3 RE HBOTIE 


l■ nllllelwl ^ u ' l!ralult l u^Li. /protr* T*> 


I'liH.'ll Uri^liAMi, l-LA. WILL SEAKCH J'l^UCk ifJbllikb" 
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WFO AT WASHINGTON, D.C. WlLLJ^JfT^T PASSPORT OFFICE DEPT. 

OF STATE AND OBTAIN PASSP0.g5-i?EOTRDS ON ALL INDIVIDUALS SET OUT IN 
REQUEST OF BUREAU..^^-<I^, THROUGH USDS OFFICE OF MUNITIONS CONTROL 
(OMC), willxbctermine if| 


b6 

b7C 


OR HIS GROUP, CIVILIAN MILITARY 


ASSIS^^NCE (CMA) HAVE EVER APPLIED FOR OR EVER GRANTED ANY EXPORT 
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SECRET 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


SAC, BIRMINGHAM (2-28) (P) 




CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET. 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date 9/7/84 


NEUTRALITY MATTER -EL SALVADOR; 
00:BH 


This communication is classified "S 


entirety, 


e^j^t" i 


in its 


Re Birmingham airtel to Bureau dated 5/2/84. 


For the information of the Bureau, referenced airtel 
contained LHM which included interview with the subject. In 
addition, LHM co ntained copies of all correspondence available 
which related to I I ciVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANC:E'''TcM^n 

PROGRAM. K I h 


Birmingham Division is awaiting departmental prosecutive 
opinion in this matter so that it can be brought to a log^lg al 
conclusion. 
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|T#icphone Rfn„ 


DECLA^SIFTE’JBY, 


^c.'7,te97 
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b7C 


[Director's Sec‘y_ 




ROOM 4251 , CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVIS 


DOMESTI C ;tEpSi)RIS UMIT 

El 




U5 


AKA 


thm. 


NEUTRALITY 


MATTER - EL SALVADOR; 00 sBH 


b6 

b7C 



lAL" IN ITS ENTIRETY. 


THIS COMMUNICATION IS aASSIFIED "CONFIJ 
■RE BH ^TEL to bureau, MAY'^%7 i'9S4 ; AND BH TEL TO BUREAU , 
SEPT. 47i984. • 


' ON SEPT. 4 , 1984 , AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M. , A PRESS CO^FERSNCE 
WAS HELD^IN HlJNrrSVILLE , BY SUBJECT AMD THREE OTHER REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA). ACTING AS, SPOKESMAN FOR 


THE GROUP. WAS MARIO CALERO , A REPRESENTATIVE-OF THE FORCES FOR A 

, . ■ t’ ' 


, b6 
b7C 


iVc) 



30CT2b193 


lO SEP 12 1984 






PAGE TWO BH 2-28 CONF>ifeNTlAL 

DEMOCRATIC NICARAGUA (FDn\fROM THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. ALSO PRESENT 
WAS i n AND I 


b6 

b7C 


CALERO, WHO IS A NATIVE NICARAGUAN, STATED THAT HE AND SIX 
AMERICANS TRAVELLED TO NICARAGUA APPROXIMATELY A WEEK AND A HALF AGO, 
CALERO IDENTIFIED THREE OF THE AMERICANS AS BEING DANA HERBERT PARKER, 
JR., JAMES POWELL, III, AND CISCO BLANTON, BUT DID NOT IDENTIFY THE 
other three AMERICANS. 

CALERO ADVISED THAT THE GROUP FLEW DOWN TO NICARAGUA AT THEIR 
aWN EXPENSE AND WERE NOT BEING PAID FOR THEIR EFFORTS BY THE NICARAGUAN 
government, nor were THEY RECEIVING ANY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM - 
the CMA. CALERO ADVISED THAT TWO OF THE INDIVIDUALS FLEW DOWN IN 
A PRIVATE AIRCRAFT, AND THE OTHER FIVE TOOK A COMMERCIAL FLIGHT. HE 
DID NOT SPECIFY WHO TRAVELLED ON WHICH FLIGHT. 

CALERO STATED THAT HE AND THE OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CMA 
TOOK MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND CLOTHING WITH THEM FOR THE NICARAGUAN REBEL 
FORCES. HE ADVISED THAT THEY WERE INVOLVED WITH TRAINING THESE FORCES 
WHILE THEY WERE THERE. THIS TRAINING RANGED FROM PROPER HANDLING OF 
firearms TO combat FLYING PROCEDURES FOR HELICOPTERS. 

CALERO ADVISED THAT JAMES POWELL, A PILOT AND VIETNAM VETERAN, 




AT approximately 1S00 P.M., ON SEPT. 1 , 1984 , DANA PARKER TOLD OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE GROUP THAT THEY HAD RECEIVED AN EMERGENCY RESCUE CALL 
A® HAD TO LEAVE RIGHT AW-AY. PARKER, POWELL, AMD A MICARAGUAM PILOT 
LEFT IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, AMD WHEN THEY HAD MOT RETURNED BY 3s00 P.M. 
THE REST OF THE GROUP BEGAN TO WORRY. 

AT APPROXIMATELY 3:45 P.M., A NICARAGUAN RADIO TRANSMISSION ’>'45 
RECEIVED STATING THAT AN AIRPLANE HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN. A SHORT TIME 
LATER, THE SAME BROADCAST CHANGED THE TERMINOLOGY FROM AM AIRPLANE 
TO A HELICOPTER. THIS BROADCAST SAID THAT THE HELICOPTER CONTAINED 
THREE INDIVIDUALS, ALL OF WHOM HAD BEEN KILLED. 

CALERO REFUSED TO PIN-POINT THEIR LOCATION WHILE IN NICARAGUA, 

DUE TO THE FACT THAT HE FELT THE SANDIMISTAS WOULD BENEFIT FROM THIS 
INFO. 

CALERO STATED THAT BOTH PARKER AND POWELL HAD A DOB OF OCT. 27, 
1947. HE ADVISED THAT NEITHER MAM WAS ARMED AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. 

HE STATED THAT PARKER HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN TO NICARAGUA IN JAN., 1984. 

CALERO INDICATED THAT THE NAME OF THE NICARAGUAN PILOT WHO PERISHED 
WITH PARKER AN© ROJSEY- WAS MARLO POZO. 

CALERO STATED THAT THE CMA’S FUNCTION WAS TO PROVIDE CLOTHING, 





PASS FOUR BH 2-28 CONFp^lTlAL' 

BOOTS, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, A® MILITARY ADVICE AND EXPERTISE TO THE 
NICARAGUANS, NO WEAPONS OR AMMUNITIONS WERE TRANSFERRED TO THEM,' 

AMD THE CMA WOULD NOT EVEN ASSIST IN PLANNING THEIR MILITARY OPERATIONS. 

POSEY SPOKE BRIEFLY AMD ADVISED THAT THE CMA IS MOT AN ORGANIZA¬ 
TION OF MERCENARIES. HE STATED THAT A MERCENARY IS A "PAID SOLDIER", 

AND THAT A'MAN WHO WORKS FOR ONLY BEANS AND RICE IS A "FREEDOM 
FIGHTER". • 

POSEY SAID THAT THE SEVEN NUMBER GROUP WAS DELIVERING APPROXIMATELY 
$5,000.00 WORTH OF FOOD, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, aOTHIMG, AND BOOTS. HE 
STATED THAT THERE WERE NO GUNS OR AMMUNlfiON IN THIS SHIPMENT. 

POSEY ADVISED THAT HE WAS NOT ON THIS TRIP TO NICARAGUA, BUT 
THAT HE HAD BEEN TO^ NICARAGUA ON TWO PREVIOUS OCCASIONS. HE ADVISED 
THAT THE CMA IS SET UP FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF FIGHTING COMMUNIST 
aggression IN CENTRAL AMERICA. HE STATED THAT THEY INTE® TO CONTINUE 
IN THESE EFFORTSM HE ADVISED THAT A, SISTER GROUP, THE CRMA (CIVILIAN 
REFUGEE MILITARY ASSISTANCE), HAS BEEN SET UP TO KELP THOUSANDS OF 
REFUGEES IN CENTRAL AMERICA WHO HAVE BEEN LEFT HOMELESS AMD HELPLESS 
BY THE COMMUNISTS. 

BH IhDICES NEGATIVE RE | ~ 
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INFORMATIVE NOTE 






Date 9/6/84 



NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR 
00: BIRMINGHAM 

This communication is classified 
”COiyrXDl^TIAL" in its entirety. 

By the attached teletype, the Birmingham 
Office advised that a press conference was held 
at 7:00 p.m,, 9/4/84, in Huntsville, Alabama, 
by subject, and three other representatives of 
the Civilian Military Assistance (CMA). 

Mario Calero (CMA), a representative of the 
Forces for a Democratic Nicaragua (FD N) from the 
State of Louisiana, was a spokesman. | I 

I I CMA from I 1 


present. 

Calero, a Nica 
Nicaragua with six . 
expense about one a 
included Dana Herbe 
III, 























Powell, a veteran Vietnam pilot; Parker, a 
police officer; and Mario Pozo, a Nicaraguan 
pilot, left on 9/1/84, at 1:00 p.m. on an emer¬ 
gency rescue call. A Nicaraguan radio trans¬ 
mission claimed the aircraft was shot down and 
all killed. 

CMA provides clothing, boots, medical 
supplies and military advice to the Nicaraguans. 

Subject stated that CMA was established 
for fighting communist agression in Central 
America and a sister group, the Civilian 
Refugee Military Assistance, has been set up to 
help the refugees in Central America. 

ACTION 

Close coordination has been established 
with Thomas Marura, Assistant Section Chief, 
Internal Security Section, Department of 
Justice, who advised a formal request will be 
made of the FBI to re-interview subject. 

Teletype has been disseminated to the 
Department of Justice. 
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RM. 4251, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV., 



DOMESTIC TERRORISM UHIT , FBIHQ 
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•Ste ^ /-I ] 

MATTER - EL SALVADOR? 00;BH. O 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN IS CLAS^FIED CO' 


INEUTRAL^TY 


3 ®®^ ^ X(o Bf ’'IS 

CLASsfFIED COTTPiSaiillAL. 


RE BH AIRTELS TO FBIHQ, JAN. ^ 1984 , FEB. 2J, 1984 , AMD 


MARCH”nS, 1984 , AND BH AIRTEL AND LHM DATECT MAY 2, 1984. - 

FOR THE INFO OF MEMPHIS, BH DIV. HAS INSTITUTED A NEUTRALITY ^2 SEP .11 1984 


IWESTIGATION ON 


AND THE ORGANIZATION 


_KNOWN AS CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA). 

ON SEPT. 4 , 1984 , 

EAU, HUNTSVILLE, ALA., ADVISED THAT 


ORGANIZED CRIME' 


>30Gibl 


'QJCfi- 






;‘si amiV 
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BH 2-28 


GONE 




Mil A L 


ALA., APPEARED AT THE HUMTSVILLE PD OM THE MORNING OF 


AND ADVISED THAT HE 


AND SIX OTHER IM)IVIDUALS LEFT ALA. 


ON aUG. 22 , 1984 , AND TRAVELED TO NICARAGUA VIA HONDURAS AMD'NEW 
ORLEANS, LA. HE ADVISED THAT HUNTSVILLE, ALA., POLICE DET ..^DAMA 
^PARKER AND ^ f-f|^TOTEL].:TT PILOT--FROM MEMPHIS, TENN.", MOT OTHERWISE 
IDENTinfe, WERE AMONG SEVEN- INDIVIDUALS WHO TRAVELED TO NICARAGUA. 

OM SEPT. 1, 1984, PARKER WAS WORKING ON A 
HUGHES 500C HELICOPTER IN NICARAGUA WHEN HE YELLED THAT THERE WAS AM 




b6 

b7C 


EMERGENCY AND THEY HAD TO LEAVE IMMEDIATELY. PARKER, POWELL, AND 
A NICARAGUAN PILOT, NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED, LEFT IN THE HELICOPTER 

n 

AT APPROX, is 15 PM AND DID NOT RETURN. THIS WAS THE ONLY HELICOPTER 
AT THE BASE. 


AT 4 :00 PM, 
NICARAGUAN RADIO 


_[ADVISED THAT THEY HEARD A TRANSMISSION ON A 

THAT A HELICOPTER HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN AT 2:00 PM AND 


b6 

b7C 


THAT THREE PEOPLE HAD DIED IN THIS AIRCRAFT. ONE WAS IDENTIFIED AS 
A NICARAGUAN PILOT AND THE OTHER TWO WERE BURNED BEYOND RECOGNITION 


ACCORDING TO THIS BROADCAST. 


I_[ADVISED HE HAD JUST RETURNED FROM THIS TRIP TODAY AND 

b6 

WAS ATTEMPTING TO LOCATE PARKER'S PARENTS TO INFORM THEM OF THEIR SOM'S b7c 


DEATH. HE ADVISED ALSO THAT THEJ^EDERATION OF D 


'j4>j 





(FDR) HAS SCHEDULED A NEWS CONFERENCE AT 7;00.PM AT THE HILTON HOTEL, 


b6 

b7C 


HU^ITSVILLE, ALA. 


ON SEPT. 4, 1984 


SUPPOSEDLY GOING TO "HANDLE" THIS 
IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AND BH DIV. 


STATED THAT[ 


i. 


NE'''S CONFERENCE. THIS CONFERENCE 
WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE. 


FOR THE INFO OF FBIHQ, PARKER WAS A HUNTSVILLE, ALA., POLICE 
DET. WHO HAS BEEN ON LEAVE SINCE AUG. 22, 1984 , AND WAS SCHEDULED 
TO RETURN TO WORK ON SEPT. 5 , 1984. PURSUANT TO RE AIRTEL WITH 
LHM A^D AFOREMENTIONED INFO, NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CON¬ 
DUCTED BY BH DIV. UNTIL SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS RECEIVED FROM FBIHQ 


IN THIS MATTER. THIS MATTER RECEIVING INTENSIVE LOCAL AND NATIONAL 


MEDIA ATTENTION. 

C BY 175 2; DE 
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^1984. 


review of MIAMI GENERAL, ELSUR, A.ND INFORMANT INDICES REFLECTS 
NO IDENTIFICATION REFERENCES REGARDING | | » 

REVIEW OF K£XJl£ST-r“'^LA. telephone BOOK REFLECTS a J 


Less«ES at 


AND HAS A TELEPHOI 


)E-216: 
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BE INTERVIEWED. 
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□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 

□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 

BT 
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For: 
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□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin./DEA/ 

□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 
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□ Nuclear Regulatory Commission/NRC/ 

□ U.S. Customs Service/UCS/ 

□ U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service/INS/ 

□ U.S. Secret ServIce/USSS/ 

□ Other: _ 







b2 


b2 




Subject: 






(b^€ 


See Attached 









DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


FBI/DOJ 













DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


0*93 (Rev. 4 - 26 -far 





/ ^ fm 


TO 


14 


12 


10 


DATE 


“l/b/flM 


CLASSIFICATION 

UNCLAS E F T 0 


PRECEDENCE 

PRIORITY 


$FaS7fl;PP BHfllDE H(3 HOES? ^HIVEIP Ot.BEO'lZ SEP fiH 


START HERE 


Fn DIRECTOR FBI 


TO FBI BIRtllNGHAH -CE-Efll PRIORITY 
BT 

UNCLAS E F T 0 

^ _. 

AKA 






y' 


NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR; 00: BIRMINGHAM IBH} 
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NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL/SALVADOR ; 


00 :BH. 


RE BH TEL DATED SEPT. 7, 1984. 

ON SEPT. 10, 1984, BH INTERVIEWED 

(PROTECT) J 



_, ALA., REGARDING CAPTIONED MATTER. 

THE FOLLOWING IS A SYNOPSIS OF INFORMATION OBTAINED:, ^ . L 


FIRST TRIP: ON JAN 9, 1984, 


0-7J ^u(!yd/f SAr7^9-/t-e/ 

f^ls h l>oi^s 


tS biii' 12 i984 

gjgSESS CSSSSra 


/ f,--- r 












I 




PAGE TWO BH2-28 LiMCLAS 


, TRAVELED FROM 




IN 


A RENTED CHEROKEE SIX AIRCRAFT TO TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURA S. PURPOSE 
OF THE TRIP WAS TO CONTACT THE FDN(CONTRA) TO DETERMINE WHAT 
HELP CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA) GOULD RENDER THE FDN IN 
ITS FIGHT AGAINST THE COMMUNIST REGIME IN NICARAGUA. 

ONCE IN TEGUCIGIALPA, THEY WENT TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY 
AND ASKED TO SPEAK TO THE MILITARY ATTACHE. THEY WERE INTRODUCED 

TO captain! 


THEY 


TOLD HIM WHAT THEY WANTED TO DO AND HE REFERRED THEM TO 
AN HONDURAN ARMY OFFICER, CAPT .| 


, AN INTELLIGANCE 


OFFICER, WHO TALKED WITH THEM AND SUBSEQUENTLY MADE INTRODUCTION 
TO THREE FDN OFFICIALS. ONE OF THESE OFFICIALS WAs| 

ICPHONETIC) ,1 


OF ONE OF THE FDN 


ARMY GROUPS. 


TOLD THEM THEY DID NOT NEED WEAPONS 


AND AMMUNITION BUT THEY DID NEED MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 
SUCH AS BOOTS, FIELD UNIFORMS, CANTEENS AND PONCHOS. THEY WERE 
TAKEN TO AN FDN FIELD HOSPITAL ABOUT 15 MILES FROM TEHUCIGALPA. 

I 


JAN. 16, WHILE 


[ RETURNED TO HUNTSVILLE ON 
REMAINED IN TEGUCIGALPA FOR ABOUT A WEEK 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


TO FINALIZE ARRANGEMENTS^ 
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ON THAT TRIP, EACH OF THE FOUR AMERICANS CARRIED ONE OR TWO 
PERSONAL FIREARMS FOR PERSONAL PROTECTION, THESE FIREARMS WERE 
REGISTERED BY THE U.S. CUSTOMS BUT THE HONDURAN GOVT. REFUSED 
TO ALLOW THEM TO RECEIVE THEM AND IN FACT, DID NOT RETURN THEIR 
FIREARMS TO THEM UNTIL A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THEY LEFT HONDURAS. 
THEY DID NOT VISIT ANY OTHER COUNTRY ON THIS TRIP EXCEPT THEY 
REFUELED THE AIRPLANE IN CANCUN, MEXICO. 



CIVILIAN REFUGEE MILITARY ASSITANCE (CRMA) FROM MEMPHIS, TENN. 
CRMA IS A SISTER ORGANIZATION TO CMA. 


PURPOSE OF THE SECOND TRIP WAS TO GIVE "TRAINING" TO THE 


FDR . 

ON AUG. 23. 1 I FLEW FROM NEW ORLEANS TO 

TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS, IN A CESSNA 206 AIRCRAFT WHILE THE OTHER 
FOUR AMERICANS WIThI I FLEW BY TACA AIRLINES THROUGH EL SALVADOR 


b6 

b7C 
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TO TEGUCIGALPA, HONDURAS. 

ARRIVING IN TEGUCIGALPA ON THE EVENING OF AUG .24, THEY 
WERE MET AT THE AIRPORT BY AN FDN REPRESENTATIVE WHO WALKED THEM 
THROUGH HONDURAN CUSTOMS AND TOOK THEM TO AN FDN BASE CAMP, JUST 
OUTSIDE OF TEGUCIGALPA, WHERE THEY WERE JOINED BY | 


ON AUG. 26, THEY WERE ALL TAKEN BY THE FDN TO A BASE CAMP ON 
THE HONDURAN/ NICARAGUaI n BORDER. THIS TRIP TOOK TEN HOURS IN A FOUR- 
WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE. THIS BASE CAMP HOUSED ABOUT 1000 FDN TROOPS 
AW WAS IN HONDURAS BUT WITHIN A MILE OF THE BORDER. 

ON AUG. 28, THEY HIKED TO A LARGER FDN BASE CAMP (ABOUT 2000 
TROOPS) , ALSO IN HONDURAS. 

ON AUG. 29, AT THIS SECOND CAMP, THEY BEGAN THEIR TRAINING. 

THEY TAUGHT PATROLLING TECHNIQUES, RAIDS, AND AMBUSHES. POWELL 
BEGAN TEACHING THE FDN HELICOPTER PILOT NAMED "POZO" l I 


THE FDN HAD ONLY ONE HELICOPTER, A HUGHES 500 (LOCH) 


AND IT WAS BASED AND MAINTAINED AT A DIFFERENT LOCATION. 
ON AUG. 30.1 


STARTED A "MINI JUMP SCHOOL' 


AND USED THE HELICOPTER FOR PARACHUTE JUMPS. 
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ON SATURDAY, SEPT. 1, 2.75 INCH ROCKET PODS WERE MOUNTED ON 
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THE HELICOPTER AND LOADED. POWELL AND "POZO" WERE FLYING THE 
HELICOPTER AND PARKER WAS RIDING IN THE BACK. AT ABOUT 2:00 P.M., 
THE HELICOPTER LANDED NEAR WHERe I | wAS TEACHING A CLASS 

ON AMBUSH TECHNIQUES. PARKER TOLD I I tHAT "THERE WAS AN 

EMERGENCY AND I HAVE TO GO." THE HELICOPTER THEN LEFT WITH POWELL, 
PARKER, AND "POZO." 

AT ABOUT 4:00 P.M., SAME DATE, THE FDN HEARD OVER THE 
NICARAGUAN RADIO THAT FDN AIRCRAFT HAD ATTACKED THE CITY OF 
SAOTA CLARA (ABOUT 15 OR 20 MILES FROM THE BASE CAMP) AND THAT A 
HELICOPTER HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN. THE FDN SAID THAT THE ATTACKING 


AIRCRAFT MUST BE THEIR THREE PUSH/PULLS, BELIEVED TO BE CESSNA 
BUSHMASTERS. HOW OR WHY THE HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN WAS UNKNOWN. 


ON SEPT. 



WERE 


TAKEN BACK TO TEGUCIGALPA. THEY ARRIVED IN TEGUCIGALPA 


ABOUT 9:00 P.M. , AND WERE TAKEN TO A RESIDENCE. ABOUT 10 MINUTES 
LATER, THE AMERICAN CONSUL GENERAL, LINCOLN BENEDICITO , CAME TO 
THE RESIDENCE AND TOLD THEM THAT THE HONDURAN GOVT. WOULD BEGIN 


AN INVESTIGATION AT NOON THE NEXT DAY, THAT THE HONDURAN GOVT, AND 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSY WANTED THEM TO LEAVE HONDURAS IN THE MORNING. 


BENEDICITS QUESTIONED THEM ABOUT THEIR ACTIVITIES ON SEPT. 1. 
ACCORDINGLY, ON THE MORNING OF SEPT.3, 
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I FLEW THE CESSNA 206 BACK TO NEW ORLEANS. 
FLEW TACA AIRLINES TO MIAMI. 


PERSONS INTERVIEWED ALL STATED THAT AT NO TIME DURING EITHER 
OF THE TWO TRIPS WERE ANY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS PAID ANY MONEY FOR 
THEIR SERVICES AND IN FACT, PAID APPROXIMATELY $500.00 EACH FROM 
THEIR OWN POCKETS FOR EXPENSES. AT NO TIME WERE THEY DIRECTED 

OR supported! 


ANY OTHER AGENCY OF THE U .S . GOVT 


EXCEPT AS SET OUT ABOVE. 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP OF THE CMA APPEARS TO BE ABOUT FIVE MEN, 
ALL IN THE HUNTSVILLE AREA. MEMBERSHIP OF THE CRMA IN MEMPHIS, 
IS ALSO ABOUT FIVE. 

■ Ion sept. ii. 


BH anticipates REINTERVIEW of SUBJECT 


b6 

b7C 
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b6 
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BH BELIEVES THE FOLLOWING PERSONS SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED REGARDING 
CAPTIONED MATTER TO DETERMINE IF THE NEUTRALITY STATUTES HAVE BEEN 
VIOLATED* 


MEMPHIS AT MEMPHIS, TENN; 

UACB ,WILL 

INTERVIEW 




» 


IS REPORTEDLY 


OF 


THE CRMA AND ATTENDED A PRESS CONFERENCE IN HUNTSVILLE, ALA*, ON 
SEPT. 4. 

NEW ORLEANS AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA: UAC, WILL INTERVIEW 
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b7C 
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[ regarding captioned matter. 

BH AT SHEFFIELD, ALA: WILL INTERVIEW 
CAPTIONED MATTER. 


REGARDING 
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BT 
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RETEL INDICATED U. S. CUSTOMS INVESTIGATING CAPTIONED MATTER 
UNDER MUNITIONS CONTROL ACT VIOLATIONS. x-—X 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF RECEIVING OFFICES, ON SEPTE^BER 9 



1984, LOCAL CRIME STOPPERS RECEIVED AN 

^.\tA OE-172 


AimiYMOUS TELEPHONE CALL 
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FROM AN INDIVIDUAL STATING HE HAD BEEN A MEMBER OF A MERCEN'RY 


GROUP, BUT WAS GETTING OUT BECAUSE HE DID NOT LIKE WHAT THEY WERE 

DOING. HE ALLEGED THE GROUP, UNNAMED, WAS SENDING WEAPONS TO 

NICARAGUA AND SAID PREVIOUSLY GUNS HAD BEEN STORED AT | 

t UNTIL SEPTEMBER 6, 1984, WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO 

NEW ORELANS, L OC AT ION UN KNOWN. HE ALSO STATED FOUR WEAPONS^WERE 

,______ 

AT THE HOME OF 


TENNESSEE, WHOM HE DESCRIBED AS 35 YEARS OLD, 6 FEET, MEDIUM BUILD 
BROWN HAIR, MUST'-CHE *ND DRIVING A BROWN FORD. WEAPONS WERE 


DESCRIBED AS M-IS’S, 45 AUTOMATICS AND OTHER AUTOMATICA^EAPONS 
AND .. MMO, WHICH WERE TO BE MOVED FROMI IhOME BY THE EVENING 


OF SEPTEMBER 9, 1984. 


MEMPHIS INDICES NEGATIVE ON 



NEW ORLEANS AND MOBILE ARE REQUESTED TO INSl»RE ABOVE 


INFORMATION IS MADE AVAILABLE TO U. S. CUSTOMS 





f 1 Sf, 


VZCZCWF0816 
RR HQ BH 

DE WF 0031 261 2329 
ZNR UUUUUUUU 
R 17 2253ZSEP 84 

FROM* FBI WFB 2^6 ROUTINE (F) C-9 
TO: DIRECTOR FBI 


fyBl BI|M5iING)lAM (2-28) 

41/' / 




"iJi 


OF iNVcS'jGAflo' 



y 


/ 


UNaAS / 


AKA 




NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL SALVADOR (OOlBH) 

REFERENCE BH TEL DATED 9/8/84, 

LEAD TO CHECK THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE PASSPORT 
OFFICE FOR PASSPORT RECORDS FOR I ~| eT AL IS PENDING 

AT STATE, RESUTLS MAY TAKE SEVERAL MORE DAYS, 


LEAD AT U,S.D, S,, OFFICE OF MUNITIONS CO NT 
IONS CONTROL IS AS A ^ 

FOLLOWS, THE OMC HAS NO RraRD 




S AS 


FOR CIVILIAN MILITARY 


ASSISTANCE, (CMA) OR 
MR, 


Adm. \ 

Crim. Inv. I 

I ^nspsciftm’. 
t fiitStl. . 

I icQl'lCa-jn.. 

I gtKjpfjCong; 

* Alfs.—I 

mc;.ygnt- 

j’SfftC.Scry?,., 

I Training ™- 




b6 

b7C 


OF THE OMC ADVISED THAT HE HAD2 l\,p 
INFORMATION, FROM NEWSPAPER REPORTS, THE NEWSPAPERSc^.^ _ 


STATED THAT 


HAD EXPORTED M-16 MAQIZINES, RIFLE 


53 OCT 3: 





- _ 







■'y 




PAGE TWO DE WF 0031 U N C L A S 

aEANING KITS AND ONE VEST. WHILE SOFT POLICE TYPE VESTS 
WERE ALRIGHT TO EXPORT, HARD PLATE VESTS, M-16 MAGAZINES 
AND aEANING KITS WERE ON THE MUNITION CONTROL LIST. 

investigation continuing AT WFO. 

C. BY 0051? DXa. ON OADR 
BT 
003 1 


1? dX^. 


NNNN 
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COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


0-93 (Rev^^26-7a) 
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14 
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FBI riEIIPHIS {B-Q3- PRIORITY 
FBI MOBILE PRIORITY 
_FBI NEU ORLEANS {B-lfll} PRIORITY 
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_UNCLAS E F T 0/ 
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1 OF 
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K..MJ7 


Vll/AM 


CLASSIFICATION 

UNCLAS E F T 0 


PRECEDENCE ' 

PRIORITY 


$FB01IPP BH ME no NOIOE H(3 HDBOl ^HIVEIP IIEIOMZ SEP AH 


START HERE 


rn DIRECTOR FBI 


all ihfopmatiou COMTAIHE© 

v>%io<n 
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h AKAi NEUTRALITY NATTER - EL SALVADOR^ 


1_00: BIRniNGHAn 

RE NENPHIS TELETYPE-. SEPTEHBER ID-. nSM. 


FBIHfl RECORDS NEGATIVE REGARDING 


FBIHfl HAS 


_DISSEniNATED INFORHATION FROH REFERENCED nEHPHIS TELETYPE TO 
-BUREAU OF ALCOHOL-. TOBACCO AND FIREARMS CBATFI-. U.S. CUSTOMS 
-SERVICE -CUSCSI AND DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE- 

MEMPHIS LOCALLY DISSEMINATE THIS INFORMATION TO BATF AND 
|_USCS FOR APPROPRIATE ACTION-. IF NOT ALREADY DONE- 

ai_-L__ 



DO NOT TYPE MESSAGE BELOW THIS UNE 


APPROVED BY ^ 




7 , 


DRAFTED BY 


7" 

SEE NOTE PAGE TUO 
1 - MR. 




DATE 




ROOM 


JLBJ12_ 


TELE EXT. 


5 



lo SEP 12 1984 


Ul 




8 ! 

>- 


o 

z 

§ 


b6 

b7C 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


530ot 





OF r:VC^STICA‘f!pM 


lSE?;r's:'B8«^ 


31 It a 


DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 








note: 

THIS IS TO RESPOND TO REFERENCED TELETYPE AND TO 
INSTRUCT MEMPHIS TO HANDLE AS SET FORTH HEREIN- 


a 




at 


BHO 013 2^62223 
PP HQ ME n'o mi WFO 
OE BH 

P 122223Z SEPT 84 





FM BIRMINGHAM (2-28) (P) 
TO DIRECTOR I MMEDIATE 
MEMPHIS PRIORITY 
NEW ORLEANS PRIORITY 
MIAMI PRIORITY 


WFO PRIORITY 


m jojy cQwtAistm 

^’>1(0^7 



I cmc . f^-as^ 

A$st &ir.: 
ft^m. S*rvs^ 
6 Cfwi. <nvy^ 


hs^:). 

La^fftory__ 

Ur^cl Coun._ 

0 ?f. Conj. 

£;jr»ub|ic Affs., 
Csc. uirnt. 

Tch. C-rvs._ 

Trcming__ 

Telephone Rm^ 
Director's Scc’y^ 


UNaAS 
ATTN 8 SSA 


DOMESTIC JfRRORISM UNIT 


ROOM 4251, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV 




NEUTRALITY 


MATTER - EL SALVADOR; OQ«H, 
SECTION 1 0P 2. 




RE BH. AIRTEL TO THE BUREAU DATED MAY 2, 1984, AND BH TELETYPE 


/'/ 


TO THE BlffiEAU DATED SEPT. IL, 1984. 
SUBJECT RE INTERVIEWED AT 





SEPTi' 11, 1984. U 

I ~~|aDVISED THAT CMA PrI^NI^LY HAS. BETWEEN TWO-HUNDRED AND 

(^JS-'hO^^ SS /!>-. 


17 SE? :.3 1S84 







PAGE TWO 


BH 2-28 


UNCLAS 


T HREE-HUNDRED MEMBERS. THIS NUMBER INCLUDES PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HELPED OBTAIN EQUIP. AND SUPPLIES AS WELL AS ACTIVE METERS WHO 
ARE CAPABLE OF ASSISTING IN THE TRAINING OF COMBAT TROlPS. 

STATED THAT HE ESTIMATES THAT THE GMA HAS SHIPPED EQUIP. 


AND SUPPLIES TO CENTRAL AMERICA VALUED AT BETWEEN SIXTY AND SEVENTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND WEIGHING BETWEEN FOUR AND FIVE TONS. THIS 
INCLUDES SHIPMENTS TO EL SALVADOR, HONDURAS, AND NICARAGUA. THESE 
SHIPMENTS INCLUDED CLOTHING (MILITARY AND CIVILIAN), BOOTS, MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES, WEB GEAR, FIELD EQUIP., C RATIONS, BELTS, AND VARIOUS 
RECREATIONAL ITEMS. 

ON AUG. 23, 1984,1 


TOOK A LOAD OF EQUIP. IN HIS VAN TO 


NEW ORLEANS^ 1^. HE WAS ACCOMPAINED BY 


THEY WERE MET IN NEW ORLEANS BY 


WHO DROVE A TRUCK LOAD OF SUPPLIES FROM MEMPHIS, TN, 
WHO FLEW IN FROM FLORIDA, 


WHO FLEW TO NEW ORLEANS FROM MEMPHIS BY COMMERCIAL AIRLINE. 

I STATED THAT THEY FIRST WENT TO THE RESIDENCE OF 


} AND THEN WENT TO ONE OF 


TWO WAREHOUSES WHICH IS UTILIZED TO STORE GOODS IN THE NEW ORLEANS 
AREA BY THE FDN. THE ADDRESSES OF THESE WAREHOUSES ARE NOT KNOWN TO 









PAGE THREE BH 2-28 


UNCLAS 


_I AFTER STOPPING AT THE WAREHOUSE, THEY THEN TRAVELLED TO 

THE MOISANT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, WHERE THEY SHIPPED THEIR SUPPLIES 
VIA TACA AIRLINE, MOST OF THE SHIPMENT WAS IN CABBAGE BAGS WITH NO 


LABELS, BUT AFTER 


WENT INSIDE THE FREIGHT OFFICE FOR 


A SHORT TIME, THE PORTERS AT THE TERMINAL TOOK THE BAGS WITH JUST 

Iname on them. 


AFTER MAKING THIS SHIPMENT 


DEPARTED FOR HONDURAS. 


AND THE REST OF THE GROUP FLEW COMMERC¬ 


IALLY ON TACA. 


_I ST AT ED THAT THE SIX MEMBERS WHO TRAVELLED TO HONDURAS 

WERE SELECTED BECAUSE OF THEIR EXPERTISE IN VARIOUS AREAS OF CO^BAT 
TRAINING, WHICH INCLUDED BUT WAS NOT RESTRICTED TO HELICOPTER 


FLIGHT INSTRUCTIONS. 


DID NOT ACCOMPANY THE GROUP BECAUSE HIS 


AREA OF EXPERTISE IS SMALL ARMS INSTRUCTION AND THIS WAS NOT A 
PRIORITY TRAINING AREA FOR FDN TROUPS ACCORDING To| L 


INDICATED THAT 


TOLD THE GROUP THAT THEY WOULD 


NOT NEED TO BRING THEIR WEAPONS ON THIS TRIP AND HE 


DID NOT 


OBSERVE ANY WEAPONS, BUT HE COULD NOT SAY FOR SURE THAT THEY DID NOT 
CARRY PERSONAL FIREARMS ON THIS MISSION. 
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BH 2-28 


UNCLAS 


_I STATED THAT THE GROUP WAS SUPPOSE TO RETURN SOPETIME 

OVER THE LABOR DAY WEEK-END AND ONE MEMBER OF THE GROUP 

WAS SUPPOSE TO CALL HIM TWO DAYS PRIOR TO THEIR RETURN SO THAT HE 

COULD MEET THEM AT THE AIRPORT IN NEW ORLEANS. 

ON LABOR DAY, SEPF. 3, 1»84, AT APPROXIMATELY L0J30 AM, | 
RECEIVED A TELEPHONE CALL FROM 


, AND 


ASKED 


HAD HEARD ABOUT THE HELICOPTER SHOT DOWN IN NICARAGUA. 
DICAT ED TO_ 


IF HE 
IN- 


THAT HE HAD JUST HEARD THIS ON THE RADIO. 


ADVISED THAT HE IMMEDIATELY CALLED 


L WHO IS 


HIS COUNTERPART IN THE MEMPHIS, TN, AREA AND ASKED HIM IF HE HAD 
HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT A HELICOPTER BEING SHOT DOWN IN NICARAGUA. 
INDICATED TO I 


THAT HE WAS JUST READING ABOUT THIS IN¬ 


CIDENT IN HIS MORNING PAPER. 

I ST AT ED THAT HE THEN CALLED 


NEW ORLEANS, AND WAS INFORMED BY 
BE HOME SOMETIME THAT AFTERNOON. 


L THAT 


RESIDENCE IN 

WOULD 


AND DROVE TO NEW ORLEANS, LA, ARRIVING TO 
APPROXIMATELY 7:00 PM. I I THEN TOLD 


IMMEDIATELY LEFT HIS RESIDENCE 
RESIDENCE AT 


THE NEWS CONCERNING 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


THE DE/UTH OF DANA PARKER AND JIM POWELL IN NICARAGUA^ 







PAGE FIVE BH-2-28 UNCLAS 

I STATED THAT HE WAS TOLD THAT POWELL, PARKER AND A NIC- 
ARAGUN PILOT LEFT THE CAMP WHERE THEY WERE ALL INVOLVED IN THEIR 
FDN TRAINING MISSION AROUND NOON ON SEPT. 1, 1984, AND THAT PARKER b6 

TOLd|_ I THAT THEY WERE HAVING TO LEAVE IMMEDIATELY ON 

EITHER A "MERCY MISSION" OR AN "EMERGENCY MISSION." 

l iNDICATED TO | | tHAT THE NOISE LEVEL CREATED BY THE 
CHOPPER WAS SO GREAT THAT HE COULD NOT BE CERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT 
PARKER HAD SAID MERCY OR EMERGENCY MISSION. 

_ b6 

I ADVISED THAT HE WAS TOLD THAT THE CHOPPER THEY LEFT IN b7c 

HAD ROCKET PODS, BUT THAT THEY WERE EMPTY AND THAT IT HAD STRETCHERS 
ATTACHED TO THE SKIDS. THE CHOPPER NEVER RETURNED AND THE OTHER 
GROUP MEMBERS HEARD THAT IT HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN IN NICARAGUAN 
TERRITORY. THE GROUP THEN LEFT THE CAMP IMMEDIATELY AND STARTED 
THEIR RETURN TRIP BACK TO THE U.S. 

I I STATED that ! [ ORGANIZING THE CMA (IN 

OCTOBER OR NOV. OF 1983) | 

I I TELLING THEM OF THE AIMS OF THE CMA SO THAT THEY WOULD BE A- ^6 

WARE OF WHAT THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO DO, HE ADVISED THAT HE NEVER 
RECEIVED A REPLY TO I IaND THAT HE HAS NEVER KNOWINGLY 


SPOKEN TO ANY 
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I INDICATED THAT FINANCES FOR THIS TRIP WERE NEVER DIS¬ 
CUSSED DURING THE PLANNING PHASE OF THE TRIP AND THAT EACH MEPBER 
OF THE GROUP WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS OWN EXPENSES, HE STATED THAT 
NEITHER THE CMA, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, OR THE HORDURAN GOVERNMENT 
PROVIDED ANY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IN THIS ENDEAVOR. 

I ADVISED THAT THERE IS PRESENTLv f | 

I IN THE CMA ACCOUNT AT A LOCAL BANK_ 

[ refused TO PROVIDE A LIST OF CMA MEMBERS. HE STATED THAT 
WHEN INDIVIDUALS JOIN A CMA HE TELLS THEM HE WILL NOT REVEAL THEIR 
IDENTITY, BUT THAT THEY ARE FREE TO DO SO IF THEY SO CHOOSE. 

I INDICATED THAT HE HAS NEVER HEARD OF AN INDIVIDUAL NAMED 


_[REITERATED THAT THE CMA HAS NEVER SENT ANYaWEAPONS OR AM¬ 
MUNITION TO CENTRAL AMERICA. HE ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO CONFIRMED 
PLANS TO RETURN TO HONDURAS, BUT STATED THAT HE PLANS TO RETURN THAT 
COUNTRY TO INSURE THAT HIS "CMA COMRADES DID NOT DIE IN VAIN." HE 
STATED THAT HE WOULD GO BACK UNLESS HE COULD BE SHOWN THAT IT WOULD 
BE ILLEGAL FOR HIM TO DO SO. 

AIRMAIL COPY BEING FURNISHED TO MOBILE. 






FM BIRMINGHAM (2-28) SEP) 
TO DIRECTOR PRIORITY 
MEMPHIS PRIORITY 
NEW ORLEANS PRIORITY 
MIAMI PRIORITY 
WFO PRIORITY 
BT 


UNCLAS 

ATTN; SSa| ] ROOM 4251, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIV,, 


DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT. 



NEUTRALITY 


MATTER - EL SALVADOR: OQ:BH. 


b6 

hlC 


SECTION 2 OF 2 
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ADMINISTRATIVE: 

1. IT SHOULD BE NOTED BY THE BUREAU THAT I 


WAS SHOWN 


VARIOUS PROVISIONS OF THE NEUTRALITY STATUTE DURING PREVIOUS IN¬ 
TERVIEW CONDUCTED ON APRIL 10, 1984. 

✓ 

2. PRESENT AT THE ABOVE INTERVIEW FOR A PORTION OF THE IN- 

U.S. CUSTOM SERVICE. 


TER VIEW WAS SPECIAL AGENfl 


PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERVIEW BRIEFLY AND DISCUSSED WITH 


MATTERS WHICH FOLLOW WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE 
THE BUREAU IS AWARE OF THE CUSTOMS INTEREST IN THIS MATTER AND OF 
THE NATURE OF THE QUESTIONS ASKED BY SPECIAL AGENT | 1 

LHN TO FOLLOW. 







ILL IMFCiRl'IATION COMTAILJED 
lEREIW IS IJl'ICLASSIFIED 
ATE 08-16-2007 BY 60324 AUC BAW/3TP/CL3 


CRIMINAL INVESIICATIVE DIVISION 




INFORMATIVE NOTE 

Date. 


9/13/84 


Re( 


1 aka[ 


I NEUTRALITY MATTER - 
EL SALVADOR; 00: BIRMINGHAM (BH) 


Byi the attached teletype, the BH Office 
adyised that captioned subject was r^interviewed 
at 




on 9/11/84 


and advised as follows 

Civilian Military Assistance (CMA) 
presently has between 200 and 300 members which 
includes those who help obtain equipment and 
supplies, and some active members who are capably 
of assisting in training combat troops. He 
refused to provide a list of CMA members because 
he advised individuals who joined the CMA that 
he would not reveal their identities, but that 
they were free to do so if they so desired. 

CMA has shipped materials to El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Nicaragua, valued at $60,000 to 
$70,000; however, none of this material included 
any weapons or ammunition. The CMA account at a 
local Decatur bank has a current balance of 

I 


When the CMA was first organized in _ 

October/November, 1983, F I 

I advising the m of CM A's 
aims, b ut he never received a reply to 


^and has neve r knowingly spoken to any 


Subject outlined the CMA trip to Honduras 
during 8/84, which resulted in the death of two 
CMA members, Dana Parker and Jim Powell, on 
9/1/84 when the helicopter in which they were 


1 - 

Mr. Revell 

1 - 

Mr. Klein 

1 - 


1 - 


1 - 


1 - 


1 - 


1 - 


JJN 

;Baai (10) 

1 - 





CONTINUED OVER 


b6 

b7C 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 












RE: 


1 

AKA 

1 

1 1 NEUTRALITY MATTER - 


EL SALVADOR; 00; BIRMINGHAM (BH) 


riding was shot down in Nicaragua. Financing 
for this trip was never discussed, and each CMA 
member was responsible for his own expenses. 
Subject stated that neither the CMA, U.S. 
Government, nor the Honduran Government provided 
any financi al assistance in this endeavor. 

I I was previously interviewed by the 

FBI on 4/10/84, and was advised of the provisions 
of the Neutrality Statutes and Munitions Control 
Act. He also advised that he has confirmed plans 
to return to Honduras to insure that his "CMA 
comrades did not die in vain," unless it could 
be shown that it would be illegal for him to 
do so. 


On 9/13/84, SSA 


Criminal 


Investigative Division, Terrorism Section, 
briefed Mark Richard, Deputy Assistant Attorney 
General, regarding captioned case. 

The above is being disseminated to the 
U.S. Department of Justice, Criminal Division, 
Internal Security Section; Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms; U.S. Cu stoms Service; 

U.S. Department of State; and ! ~| 
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PP HQ BH 
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'J 


00 :EIPW!I 

RE BIRmimgHAK teletype, S/11/84 ; BUREAU TELETYPE, 9/l^i/84. 



REFERENCED BIRNU^HA.t^ TELETYPE REQUESTED MEMPHIS DIVISION 
ICTER VIEW ■ 


NICARAGUA DURING WHICH TRIP THE TWO AMERICAMS 


V’HO MADE TRIP TO 
ED AMD 


IDENTIFIED 


y*i 



mix ARY ASSISTANCE. (CR.MA) .,T€MPHIS, 


0F THE 7$&I.^^T1 T AM.RFEt!! 
^ 



CJ'' 


REVIEW OF MEMPHIS CRISS-CROSS DIRECTORIES CONTAINED NO 
LISTING FOR 




TELEPHONE 


NO LISTINGS located"'FOR 


(d 



Z.h IWFORMATIOM CONTAINED 
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b7C 


b6 
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PAGE TWO 


m 2-45 


UNCLAS E F T 0 


ON 9/17/84, AN ATTEMPT WAS MADE TO CONTACT 
I ER VIEW . I I AD VISED 


FOR 


CL'RRENTLY ATTENDING 


TO MEMPHIS UNTIL 9/26/S4. 


ALABAMA AND MOT EXPFCTED TO RETURN 
LEFT CONTACT NUMBERS AT 


LEAD, BIRMINGHAM DIVISION AT 
I, CURRENTLY 


AL.ABAMA: INTERVIEW 


L RE CAPTIONED 


MATTER . 

MEMPHIS DIVISION AT MEMPHIS TENNESSEE: EFFORTS CONTINUING 
TO LOCATE Al® lOTERVIEW 








iD White House/WH/ 



□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 

□ Dept, of Justice/DOJ/ 

□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 

□ Dept, of the Army/DA/ 

□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 

□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 

BT 




DO MOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 
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HE, TALKED TO SUBJECT 
WERE DOING ANdI 


_I CONCERNING THE LEGALITY OF WHAT THEY 

IaSSURED HI'’’) THAT HE HAD TALKED TO ATTOf^E^ 


AND THAT AS LONG AS THEY DID J ^AjTpflRT^ T& SE XPORT WEAPONS^ 


MUNITIONS, THEY WERE WITHIN THE LAW. 


WAS SYMPA^'THETIC 


t) THE "FREEDOM FIGHTERS" IN NICAURAGUA AND BEGAN ACCUMULATING 
MATERIALS TO 3E SENT TO THEM. HE COLLECTED OLD BOOTS, FATIGUES, 


CANTEENS, ETC., MOSTLY FROM LOCAL MEMPHIS YARD SALES AND FROM 
FRIENDS. BY LATE MAY, HE HAD COLLECTED A PICKUP TRUCK LOAD OF 
THESE ITEMS WHICH HE V/ALUED AT S2,52C.C0 BUT FOR WHICH HE HAD 

ONLY PAID $300.00. HE TURNED THESE ITEMS OVER TO_ANd| 

SENT THEM TO HONDURAS. 


DURING JUNE AND JULY, HE HAD SEVERAL MEETINGS WITh|__|aND 
3ECAUSE OF THE DISTANCE OF TRAVEL INVOLVED AND WITh | 

ENCOURAGEMENT. I I CMA IN MEMPHIS. HE BECAME INCREASINGLY 

UNCOMFORTABLE W1Th | [ "MILITARY APPROACH" AND DECIDED THAT 

[ would emphasize assistance TO THE REFUGEES 
FROM, THE COMMUNIST REGINE IN NICARAGUA. ACCORDINGLY, HE CALLED 

_ CRfMA (CIVILIAN REFUGEE MILITARY ASSISTANCE). 

ON AUQ. 1, 1934, CRMA HAD THEIR FIRST PUBLIC MEETING AT THE 
VFW POST IN MEMPHIS. THE SPEAKER FOR THIS MEETING WAsj , 
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. ,PAGE THREE 


/VM FDN RSPRESEMATIVE FROM NEW ORLEANS. 

A FEW DAYS BEFORE THE AUG. 1 MEETING.P" 
ASKED IF THE CRMA HAD ANY KELil^aPtp'lLOTS. 



jCALLED HIM AND 

I Said that the 


FDN had an helicopter BUT THEIR,PILOTS WERE-'POORLY TRA. NED AND 
WERE UNABLE TO' LAND IN SMALL OPENINGS IN THE JUNGLE. ACCORDINGLY, 
THEY WERE UNABLE TO USE THEIR HELICOPTER TO MEDIVAC WOUNDED 
SOLDIERS OUT OF THE JUNGLE. 


at the AUG.l MEETING, 


TALKED TO POWELL, ABOUT 


TRAINING FDN HELICOPTER PILOTS AND ALSO WITH_ 

CONCERNING METHODS OF RESUPPLING TROOPS BY PARACUTE. 


ON AUG 28,1_ 

ENROUTF TO HONDURAS VIA NEW ORLEANS. 


DEPARTED MEMPH] 


FLEW 


A SMALL CESSNA AIRPLANE' TO NEW ORLEANS AND 


FLEW EY 


COMMERICAL AIRLINES TO NEW ORLEANS. 

[ heard nothing UNTIL SEPT. 2, WHEN A NEWS BROADCAST 
MENTIONED THAT A HELICOPTER HAD BEEN SHOT DOWN IN NICARAGUA AND 


TWO AMERICANS WERE KILLED,. ON SEPT. 3, 


RETURNED 


TO MEMPHIS AND TOLD HIM THAT THE TWO DEAD AMERICANS WERE POWELL 
AND DANA PARKER FROM HUNTSVILLE. 

SHORTLY AFTER THIS INCIDENT, HE SEVERED ALL TIES WITH THE CiriA 


iiMi 
























POCKET. HE NEVER RECEIVED ANY SUPPORT FRO?« ANY U.S, GOVT, AGENCIES 
. TO HIS KNOWLEDGE HE HAS NEVER HAD ANY CONTACT WITH 
























































Sndum 



'federal government 



ALL FBI IHFOm-IATION COHTAIHED 
HEPEIl IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 07-23-2007 BY 60324 AUC BAU/STP/CLS 




Subject -y 

Unknown Subj ects ;|_J 

Posslb 1 e_-Ili egal-MlLibary_. Expe 
Ji£u.traljJ:;y--Mafe-fre^ — E 1_„ SaLvador .,„Hondur as, 
Nicarag ua. 


Date 


SEP -T 

SST:MR: JLM:TEM: niab 
/- 


b6 

b7C 


To 



/^From 

The Director ^Stephen S. Trott 

Federal Bureau of Investigation Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 




1 )^ 


Recent accounts in the news media have reported that two 
United States citizens were killed in Nicaragua when the 
helicopter in which they were flying was shot down by 
Nicaraguan soldiers on September 1, 1984. Reportedly, tUfi" 
helicopter was participating in an attack on a Nicaraguan 
military base.^r The n ews accounts report that I I 


] 


has acknowledged that the two persons 
iciiiectjs*?''the helicopter are members of an organiza tion 
calledtfCiyilian Military Aj,aCsfcance (C.M.A.) , which \ 
formed In" 1983.^^yi<rhe two^^rsons were identified in the 
news report^ jaa cDana W.jfTarker. of Huntsville, Alabama 
and .' James F V^oweii. or VM.emphis. Tennessee 

7 \ 

Reference is made to your communication of 

1984, which referred to us a copy of a letterhead _ __ 

(LHM') . dated Jan uary 3, 1984, at Birmingham, Alabama, /^ptironed 
I I Neutrality Matter, El Salvador. On j^anuary 26, 

1984, Thomas E. Marum, Deputy Chief, Internal Se 9 uritv^Section 
discussed the LHM with Supervisory Special Agent 



January/ 19,] 
memoTanIdum 


of the Criminal Investigative Division, and advised that the 
information indicated possible violations of 18 U.S.C. §§ 959 
(Mercenary recruitment), 960 (Expedition against friendly 


b6 

b7C 






2 


The Bureau is requested to interview] 
again and to obtain, in detail, all of the tacts about this 
latest incident. He should be questioned about the full 
identities of the persons who were killed, and of any other 
persons who may have accompanied them to Central America. 

In the event that those additional persons have returned 
to the United States, they should be located and interviewed. 

The Bureau should seek to ascertain the dates and places of 
departure from, and return to the United States, the countries 
visited, the purpose of the trip, the identity of its organizer, 
the source of its financing, what equipment, including firearms 
or explosives, was carried, and all other pertinent information. 


b6 

b7C 


The B ureau is requested to contact appropri ate officials 
]to determine what, if any, information' 


may have abou t this mai;ter, including any prior contact with 
orthe other participants. 


The 


au also should seek to locate and interview 

U.S- Army, concern ing complete details 
a withi 1 either in person or 


aii contacts ne had with 


by mail, in the course of his position as Logistics Officer, 
USMILGP, El Salv a dor.^ 

The results of your investigation should continue to 
be reported to the Internal Security Section. 


b2 
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b6 
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L WHO IS PRESENTLY, U^E^!PLOYED , IS A FORMER MEMBER OF THE 


SPECIAL FORCES GROUP, UNITED STATES ARMY. HE WAS EMPLOYED 


BY THE 


b6 

b7C 


HAS KNOWN THE SUBJECT FOR FIVE OR SIX YEARS. 


FIRST MET THE SUBJECT THROUGH THE ALABAMA NATUONAL GUARD, HUNTSVILLE, 
ALA. 

' ' ' 'plans for the CIVILIAN 


FIRST TOLD 


b6 

b7C 


MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA) IN SEPTEMBER, 1933. 

|STATED THAT THE BASIC AIM OF THE CMA IS TO "FIGHT 

ADVISED THAT THE FIRST FOCUS OF THE CMA WAS 


COMMU NISM". 


IN EL SALVADOR, BUT IT WAS, DETER MI NED THAT NICARAGUA , NEEDED 
ASSISTANCE MORE. THE CMA WANTED TO HELP THE PEOPLE IN NICARAGUA 
AND wanted! 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


TO KNOW THAT THEY (CMA) WOULD HELP IN 


COVERT OPERATIONS IN NICARAGUA BY ASSISTING THE FD N TROUPS THERE. 

[stated that TO THE BEST OF HIS KNOWLEDGE, THE CMA HAS 


NEVER BEEN IN DIRECT CONTACT WITH ANY REPRESENTATIVE 
ANY OTHER UNITED STATES GOVER NMENT AGENCY. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


STATED THAT THE FIGURE OF $60,000 TO $70,000 WORTH OF 


EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES SENT TO CENTRAL AMERICA BY THE CMA IN m WAY 
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MEANS AN INVESTMENT OF ANYWHERE NEAR THAT AMOUNT OF MONEY BY THE CMA . 

_ESTIMATED HE PERSONALLY HAS SPENT APPROXIMATELY $2,500 OF 

HIS OWN MONEY IN CONNECTION WITH CMA ACTIVITIES. THIS INCLUDED 
PURCHASING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES AND TRAVEL EXPENSES. I IlS 


OF THE OPINION THAT 


HAS SPENT MORE OF HIS OWN MONEY THAN HE 


I DID, BUT HE IS NOT CERTAIN OF THIS. 

I ADVISED THAT A GREAT DEAL OF THE MATERIALS SENT TO 
CENTRAL AMERICA WERE DONATIONS TO THE CMA FROM THE SALVATION ARMY, 
GOODWILL INDUSTRY AND VARIOUS ARMY SURPLUS STORES, AND INDIVIDUALS 
IN THE NORTH ALABAMA AREA. 

IN AUGUST OF 1984, AN ORGANIZATION MEETING OF INDIVIDUALS 
INTERESTED IN THE CMA WAS HELD IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. A GROUP WAS 
FORMED AS A RESULT OF THIS MEETIM3, WHICH WAS NAMED THE CIVILIAN 
REFUGEE MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CRMA) . 


SHORTLY THEREAFTER, PLANS WERE FORMULATED FOR THREE MEMBERS 


OF THE CMA AND THREE MEMBERS OF THE CRMA TO TRAVEL TO HONDURAS IN 
LATE AUGUST, 1984. THE CMA REPRESENTATIVES WERE | 1 

, WHILE THE CRMA REPRESENTATIVES WERE I I 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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THEY WERE ALL SELECTED 


AFTER BEIN3 BRIEFED BY 
FDN IN NICARAGUA. 


ON THE TRAINING NEEDS OF THE 


THE SIX ABOVE-MENTIONED INDIVIDUALS MET 
AUGUST 23, 1984. 


ON 


TO HONDURAS ON AUGUST 23, 1984, WHILE THE REST OF THE GROUP PLANNED 

Iadvised 


TO LEAVE BY COMMERCIAL AIRLINES ON THAT SAME DATE. 


THAT DUE TO THE FACT THAT TACA AIRLINES HAD MECHANICAL PROBLEMS, 
THEY WERE PUT UP IN A MOTEL IN NEW ORLEANS FDR THE NIGHT OF 
AUGUST 23, 1984, AND DEPARTED ON AUGUST 24, 1984. 

AD VISED THAT HE TOOK A .45 CALIBER PISTOL WITH HIM, 


AND HE STATED HE THOUGHT EVERYONE ELSE ON THE TRIP HAD A HANDGUN 
WITH THEM, BUT STATED THAT NO SHOULDER WEAPONS WERE TAKEN ON THIS 
TRIP. 


I advised that he filled out several forms at u. s. 

CUSTOMS OFFICE, HUNTSVILLE, ALA., PRIOR TO THIS TRIP TO INSURE THAT 
HE WAS NOT VIOLATING ANY U. S. LAWS BY TAKING THE WEAPON WITH HIM 
TO HONDURAS. 

THIS GROUP WAS MET BY MEMBERS OF THE FD N 0 N AUGUST 24, 1984 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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IN TEGUCIGALPA, HO®URAS. THEY THEN WERE LOADED INTO FOUR-WHEEL 
DRIVE VEHiaES AND WERE DRIVEN TO A BASE CAMP SOMEWHERE IN HONDURAS. 

_ b6 

THIS WAS A LONG, HARD RIDE, BUT | I pREFERRED MDT TO STATE b7c 

EXACTLY HOW LONS THE RIDE TOOK FOR "SECURITY REASONS”. 

ON AUGUST 25, 1984, THE GROUP MET WITH FD N REPRESENTATIVES 
AND DISCUSSED MILITARY PROTOCOL AND PLANNED THE TRAINIM3 SESSIONS, 

WHICH WERE TO FOLLOW. 

ON AUGUST 2 6, 1984, THE GROUP TRAVELED TO ANOTHER BASE CAMP IN 
HONDURAS. ONCE AGAIN, THIS TRIP TOOK SEVERAL HOURS. 

FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL DAY , THE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP WENT OUT 

b6 

WITH THE FDN ON "PATROLS". I [ INDICATED THAT THEY (CMA) WENT b7c 

ALONG TO OBSERVE THE FDN’S MILITARY TACTICS AND TO EVALUATE THEIR 
CAPABILITIES. PART OF THE TIME, THE PATROLS WENT INTO NICARAGUA. 

AFTER THIS PHASE, THE GROUP DEVOTED SEVERAL FULL DAYS TO 
CONCENTRATED TRAINIM3 OF FD NA TROUPS AT THE BASE CAMP. 

ON SEPTEMBER 1, 1984 J I WAS 00NDUCTIN3 A JUMP SCHOOL 

aASS WHEN THE ONLY HELICOPTER AT THE BASE CAMP LANDED. HE OBSERVED b6 

b7C 

DANA PARKER YELL SOMETHING To | | aND THEN THE HELICOPTER 

DEPARTED QUICKLY. THIS WAS SHORTLY AFTER NOON. I IASKED 
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WHERE THE HELICOPTER WAS GOING AND 


REPLIED THAT IT 


WAS GOIM3 ON AN EMERGENCY RESCUE MISSION AND SHOULD BE BACK IN LESS 
THAN AN HOUR’S TIME. 


ADVISED THAT HE WAS INTERESTED IN THE 


HELICOPTER BECAUSE HE NEEDED IT FOR USE IN HIS JUMP TRAINING 
SESSION. 


_|RECALLED THAT THE CHOPPER HAD ROCKET PODS ON BOTH SIDES, 

BUT HE COULD NOT SAY WHETHER OR NOT THEY WERE LOADED. 

STATED THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY OTHER WEAPONS ONBOARD THIS 
HELICOPTER. HE STATED THAT THE FUEL CAPACITY TIME FOR THIS CHOPPER 
WAS BETWEEN 3 A ND 4 HOURS. 

AFTER APPROXIMATELY THRER AND ONE-HALF HOURS PASSED, THE 
REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE CMA AT THE CAMP BEGAN TO WORRY ABOUT THE 
HELICOPTER AND ITS CREW. AT ABOUT THAT SAME TIME, A NICARAGUAN 
BROADCAST WAS RECEIVED, INDICATING THAT THR SANDANISTAS HAD SHOT 
DOWN A PLAN. 

AFTER ABOUT 20 TO 30 MINUTES, A SECOND NICARAGUA N BROAD CAST 
INDICATED THAT THERE WERE 2 DEAD CREWMEN ON THIS AIRCRAFT, A fD THAT 
ONE OF THEM WAS THOUGHT TO BE A NORTH AMERICAN. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


BT 
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AFTER APPROXIMATELY ANOTHER 30-KINUTE INTERVAL, A THIRD 
BROADCAST CAME ON AND AT THIS TIME, THE AIRCRAFT WAS IDENTIFIED 
AS A HELICOPTER AND THIS BROADCAST INDICATED THAT THERE WERE 3 
CREl^/MEN ONBOARD. THIS BROADCAST INDICATED THAT TV^fO OF THE BODIES 
WERE CHARRED BEYOND RECOGNITION, BUT THAT THE THIRD BODY WAS 
PROBABLY THAT OF A NORTH AMERICAN. 

THE REMAINING MEMBERS OF THE CMA DEPARTED THE BASE CAMP ON 
THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 2, 1984, AND WENT BACK TO TEGUCIGALPA, 

HONDURAS. 

UPON THEIR ARRIVAL IN HONDURAS, A MAN FROM THE U. S. EMBASSY 
SPOKE WITH THEM BRIEFLY. I IdOES NOT RECALL THE NAME OF b6 

'-' _ b7C 

THIS OFFICIAL OR HIS OFFICIAL TITLE. ] | STATED THAT THIS 

INDIVIDUAL OFFERED THEM NO ADVICE, BUT STATED THAT HE GOT THE 
DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT THE SOONER THEY LEFT HONDURAS, THE BETTER 
THIS I^IVIDUAL WOULD LIKE IT. 

_ STATED THAT ON SEPTEMBER 3 , 1984,_ 

BACK TO THE U. S. HE STATED THAT] j ^6 

-' _ -I b7C 

I FLEW BACK COMMERCIALLY ON TACA AIRLINES, j 

I, ON THIS RETURN TRIP. 
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THE GROUP WAS MET I N NEW ORLEANS BY|_|TOOK 

~| bACK TO ALABAMA IN HIS VAN. 

I INDICATED THAT HE FINANCED THIS TRIP HIMSELF, AMD THAT 
HE SPENT approximately ] | oF HIS OWN MONEY FOR IT. 

_IS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MALE, D0B | 

POB I I ALA .,5*8”, 170 LBS., BROWN HAIR, HAZEL EYES, SOCIAL 

SECURITY NO. I j . 

LHM FOLLOWS. 
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□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 

□ Dept, of JustIce/DOJ/ 

□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 

□ Dept, of the Army/DA/ 

□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 

□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 
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Z ear Regulatory Commission/NRC/ 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


HQ □gg3_UN LCAS_ E F 


ON SEPTEMBER 13-. ITflM-. THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


20 

18 

16 

14 

12U 


•CCID}-. TERRORISM SECTION RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
CONTAINED IN MEMORANDUM FROM ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL-. 

CRIMINAL DIVISION DATED SEPTEMBER ?•. nSM: 

"RECENT ACOUNTS IN THE NEUS MEDIA HAVE REPORTED THAT TlilO 
UNITED STATES CITIZENS WERE KILLED IN NICARAGUA lilHEN THE 
HELICOPTER IN UHICH THEY WERE FLYING WAS SHOT DOWN BY NICARAGUAN 
SOLDIERS ON SEPTEMBER 1-. na^. REPORTEDLY-. THE HELCIOPTER UAS 
PARTICIPATING IN AN ATTACK ON A NICARAGUAN MILITARY BASE- THE 

ALABAMA-. HAS 


10 


8L- 


ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE TWO PERSONS KILLED IN THE HELICOPTER ARE 
MEMBERS OF AN ORGANIZATION CALLED CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
ICMA}-. 


IN 1133. THE TWO PERSONS WERE 


IDENTIFIED IN THE NEWS REPORTS AS DANA W. PARKER-. OF HUNTSVILLEi 
j_ALABAMA-. AND JAMES P. POWELL-. OF MEMPHIS-. TENNESSEE- 

BY CORRESPONDENCE DATED MAY 3-. IISM-. THE BUREAU FORWARDED 
JO US AN LHM-. DATED MAY 2-. 113^-. AT BIRMINGHAM-. UHICH REPORTED 
JHE RESULTS OF AN INVERVIEW OfI 


1. AND INCLUDED COPIES 


2 I 0 R CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN 


AND OFFICIALS OF THE GOVERNMENTS 
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CONTINUATION SHEET 


DE H(2 0Ea3 UNLCAS E F T 0 


U-S. niLITARY GROUP-. 
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10 


{USniLGP}-. EL SALVADOR. 

THE BUREAU IS REflUESTED TO INTERVIEW 


AGAIN 


AND TO OBTAIN-. IN DETAIL-. ALL OF THE FACTS ABOUT THIS LATEST 
INCIDENT. HE SHOULD BE QUESTIONED ABOUT THE FULL IDENTITIES OF 
THE PERSONS WHO WERE KILLED-. AND OF ANY OTHER PERSONS WHO NAY 
HAVE ACCOMPANIED THEM TO CENTRAL AMERICA. IN THE EVENT THAT 
THOSE ADDITIONAL PERSONS HAVE RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES-. 

THEY SHOULD BE LOCATED AND INTERVIEWED. THE BUREAU SHOULD SEEK 
TO ASCERTAIN THE DATES AND PLACES OF DEPARTURE FROM, AND RETURN 
TO THE UNITED STATES-. THE COUNTRIES VISITED-. THE PURPOSE OF THE 
TRIP-. THE IDENTITY OF ITS ORGANIZER-. THE SOURCE OF ITS FINANCING 
WHAT EQUIPMENT-. INCLUDING FIREARMS OR EXPLOSIVES, WAS CARRIED, 
AND ALL OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION. 

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS 
TO DETERMINE WHAT, IF ANY, INFORMATION 


MAY HAVE ABOUT THIS MATTER, INCLUDING ANY PRIOR CONTACT WITH 
OR ANY OF THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS. 


THE BUREAU ALSO SHOULD SEEK TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW 


JJ_*-S .r..AJR.M.Yj. .CmC£R.NIN.G_ _ 
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OF ALL CONTACTS HE HAD UIT 




EITHER IN PERSON OR 


BY MAIL-. IN THE COURSE OF HIS POSITION 
USniLGPi EL SALVADOR." 

ON SEPTEflBER 13-. SSA 


MET WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT 


ATTORNEY GENERAL HARK RICHARDi DOJ AND INTERNAL SECURITY SECTION 
CHIEF JOHN flARTlNi AND REVIEWED THE FOLLOWING REQUESTS FOR 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

1} DETERMINE THE FINANCIAL STATUS OF THE CMAi I-E* WHERE 
FUNDS OR DONATIONS TO SHIP $bD-.00a TO ^TDiODa WORTH OF EflUIP- 
MENT AND SUPPLIES TO CENTRAL AMERICA CAME FROM? 

BI CONDUCT 


NAME TRACES ON ALL INDIVIDUALS 


CONNECTED WITH THE CMA AND ALL FOREIGNERS THAT CMA PERSONNEL 
CONTACTED IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 

3} determine! jwHAT INFORMATION WAS CABLED BACK 

CONCERNING HIS 


TO WASHINGTON-. D.C.-. FROM MAJOR 


CONTACTS WITH THE CMA AND SUBJECT* 

m DETERMINE FROM U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE -CUSDOSI RESULTS 
j_OF INTERVIEW WITH CMA PERSONNEL IN HONDURAS BY USDOS OFFICER 
AFTER CRASH OF HELICOPTER ON SEPTEMBER 1-. l^a^. _ _ 


'.••O NOT TYPE mSSA&E BELOW THIS LINE 
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FBIHlJ WILL HANDLE REQUESTS S-. 3-. AND M SET FORTH ABOVEi 
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HOWEVER-. ALL RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REflUESTED TO FURNISH NAMES 
AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA OF ANY INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH THIS 
HATTER WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO FBIHfl. 

BIRMINGHAn-. AFTER REVIEW OF ALL INFORMATION IN THIS CASE-. 
SHOULD SET OUT LEADS FOR INTERVIEWS OF ALL KNOWN CMA MEMBERS 
AND/OR ANY INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH THE CMA TRAVEL TO HONDURAS 
IN AUGUST-. nSM. ALSO-. MAJOR 


SHOULD BE LOCATED AND 


12 


10 


811 


6L 


INTERVIEWED-. IF NECESSARY BY LEGAT-. PANAMA-. WHO COVERS 
EL SALVADOR. ALL RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE FURNISHED 
BY SUMMARY TELETYPE TO FBIHfl-. CID-. TERRORISM SECTION-. DOMESTIC 
TERRORISM UNITi FOLLOWED BY LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM. 
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□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin ./DEA/ 

□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 


□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 
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□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 
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TITLE MARKED CHANGED TO ADD THE NAME OF INDIVIDUAL INVOLVED 
IN CAPTIONED MATTER. 

ON SEPTEMBER 7, 1984, 


L U. S. CUSTOMS, NEW 








24?/ 




31 


‘ *7 SEP il 1984 



53 NOV 
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ORLEANS, advised THAT U. S. CUSTOMS IS INVESTIGATING 
MATTER UNDER MUNITIONS CONTROL ACT TO DETERMINE IF ANY ILLEGAL SHIP' 
MEMT OF ARMS HAS OCCURRED. 


ADVISED THE U. S. CUSTOMS 


INVESTIGATION IS BEING HANDLED PRIMARILY OUT OF THEIR MOBILE, 
ALABAMA OFFICE. NEW ORLEANS VJILL MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH U. S. 
CUSTOMS, MEW ORLEANS, FOR ANY INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT FALL WITHIN 
FBI JURISDICTION. 

MOBILE DIVISION SHOULD SECURE BUREAU INTEREST AND KEEP ALL 
CONCERNED ADVISED. 

FBIH.a IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT U. S. CUSTOMS AT HEADQUARTERS 
LEVEL AND ASCERTAIN THE EXTENT OF THEIR INVESTIGATION TO AVOID 
DUPLICATION OF EFFORT. 
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□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 

□ Dept, of Justice/DOJ/ 

□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 

□ Dept, of the Army/DA/ 

□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 

□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 
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□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin./DEA/ 
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□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 


□ HQ AFOSI Bolling AFBDC/AFOSI/ 



□ Nuclear Regulatory Commission/NRC/ 
Customs Service/UCS/ 
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□ U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service/INS/ 


□ U.S. Secret Service/USSS/ 
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Date 10/11/84 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT 


SAC, MEMPHIS (2-^43) (RUC) 


_I aka; 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR 
00:BIRMINGHAM 




Enclosed for the Bureau are the original 
and five copies of an LHM dated and captioned as above, 
Enclosed for Birmingham are two copies of the LHM. 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
F lie No. 


U.S. Department Justice • 

Federal Bureau of Investigation ' 

Memphis, Tennessee 
October 11, 1984 


RE: I_I 

NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR 
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_On Octohpr 2, 1984, and October 4, 1984,|_ 

_[were interviewed by Special Agents (SA) of the 

FBI, Memphis, Tennessee, and the following are results of these 
interviews: 






This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned*^to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed ovf£^d^^your agency. 
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_J_I telephone 

_ was informed of the identities of the interviewing 

Agents and he was being contacted at the request of the 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Washington D.C., pertaining to his 
travel to Honduras and activities involving Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters which activities c ould possi bly constitute 
a violation of the Neutrality Act. I Iwas in terviewed 

in the presence I \ and 

voluntarily provided the following information: 


Dur ing approxima tely April, 1984,|_|was 

approached bv l \ Memphis, who ha(3 learned of a 

group headquartered in Alabama c alled the Civilian Military 
Assistance (CMA) and wh ich group | was interested 

I in Memphis. I was informed the CMA 

was an organization of primarily veterans brought together 
to provide an organization to collect supplies consisting 
mainly of medical, soft military gear, and clothing for 
the Nicaraguan refugees. They were motivated by their 
opposition to communism and their belief tha t the commu nist 


| was interested 
was informed the CMA 


contacted!_jon several occ asions reg arding the 

formation of this group; however,_did not ta ke an 

active role since he was committeci to an organization l~ I 

_ which is a historical 

association formed to preserve the military heritage of the 
airborne, ranger, and volunteer forc es. Initially, attempts 
I "j consisted of efforts 

on his pa rt, along with app roximately four or five individuals. 

^ stated at one time I Imember of the 

group; however, was asked to step down I Ibecaus e 

of an incident which involved a member of the I I 

i This incident involved a I I mak ing 

some statements at a public gath eFing which I Ifelt _ 

would jeopardize the spc iiritv of I I 

voluntarily s tepped down \ [ . I | w^ 

also a member l land at this s^ e time was also 

requested to step down| jsince he was also 


Investigation on_ 


Tennessee 


ME 2-43 
BH 2-28 


LOate dictated. 


W4/84 


; JRF/jml 
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ose last name was 


active with t: 
name of | 

was als ^ __ _ 

exact soellino of his name is unknown 

_r 


t name was u 
]as well as[ 


An individual. 
nknown to \ 


hv th 


f 


1 whose 

Jwho was also 


The Memphis group was finally formed during 
approximately July, 1984, as an offshoot of the CMA. The 
Memphis group was naiped the Civilian Ref ugee Mili tary 
Assistance (CRMA) and was so named since |~ "I desired 

to stress the as sistance t o refugees over assistance along be 
military lines. | 1 has no personal knowledge of b7c 

the CMA other than it is |_| and has 

been told receives its funds entirely from donations. He 
has been told their largest source of funds is containers 
left at various locations wherein interested individuals 
can drop donations. The CRMA, to his knowledge, received 
its funds entirely from donations, normally from its 
membership. He estimated the membership of the CRMA was 
no more than 20 people which figure would have included 
the active and inactive members. The organization had no 
bank account and the supplies which it gathered for the 
refugees were obtained from surplus stores, garage sales, 
or donations from the members. He personally has had 
no connection with any Government agency or individual 
employed by the Federal Government, either civilian or 
military, and he has not been informed by any other 
individual in the organization that they have had any such 
contact. When initially formed, the CRMA was operating as 
a chapter of the CMA but gradually moved away from the CMA 
to an independent organization stressing refugee assistance. 


The first open meeting of the CRMA occurred on 
August 1, 1984, at the VFW post in Whitehaven, Tennessee. 

The speaker at this meeting was MARIO CALERO, an FDN 
representative of New Orleans, Louisiana. Approximately 
70 people were present during this meeting and the membership 
of the CRMA, with the exception of the initial staff attempting 
to form the organization, was probably obtained as a result 
of this meeting. The thrust of this meeting was an appeal 
by CALERO for support to the refugees. CALERO informed 
those present items such as aspirin and other non-prescription 
items were needed along with clothing, shoes, socks, packs, 
soap, and other items to sustain daily life were needed. 
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b6 

b7C 

_on 10/2/84 3 



Donations were taken at this meeting and items such as 
t-shirts and bumper stickers were also sold to raise funds. 



him it would be for approximately three to five da ys; b7c 

however, as the conversations continued, _realized 

such a trip being planned would take approximately two weeks. 

He was told to rendezvous with the other individuals in 
New Orleans and during the initial conversations did not 
know the identities of other individuals who were to 
participate. He stated it is his unde rstandi ng those 
selected for the trip were selected bv l who handles the 

selections based on his knowled ge of the in dividual's expertise 
in a particular area. Based on | " belief that a 

very real communist threat exists in Central America which 
threatens our own borders and his commitment of opposition 
to communism and support of the refugee program, he agreed 
to participate in the trip. 


I_[reiterated this venture was privately 

organized and_ funded and stated if there had been any 


connection by| 


he would not 


have been involved. He stated any time the Federal Government 
becomes involved in a project there are problems and he 
would therefore have not participated or been a member of 
the CRMA if there had been any connection with any agency 
of the Federal Government. His prior donations to the CRMA 
amount to approximately $100 and he estimated this trip 
cost h im out of his own personal funds approximately $150 to 
$200. advised he obtained his airline ticket to 

Honduras at a red uced rate I I 

land the ticket cost was paid by the CMA. 


Prior to his departure from Memphis, he also 

learned_ also from Memphis, 

participating and were to meet him in New Orleans. be 
departed Memphis at approximately 8:30 a.m. on b7c 

August 23, 1984 by Republic Airlines and arrived in 
New Orleans at approximately 10:00 a.m. He was supposed 
to have been met at the airport by the ot her indivi duals; 
however, no one was present to meet him. _knew 


would be 



4 







FD-302a (Rev. 11-16-83) 


ME 2-43 
BH 2-28 


Continuation of FD'302 of. 


b6 

b7C 


.. On 


10/2/84 


,Page. 


airplane |_ 


1 were fIvina to New Orleans in an 

]so he therefore determined the 


ramp where the airplane was located and proceeded to that 
point to meet the two men. [ 


in Vietnam and was ooina on the trip to teachf 


[ 


J 


in 


Vietnam and was traveling with the group to establish 
maintenance control s ystems and to perform general maintenance 


at the ramp when 
already met with 
present. Later, 

1 arrived. They had 

1 however,! Iwas not 

____1 

1loaded the Cessna 206 

1 with sacks and bags of supplies which 


had been gathered for the refugees. |_|is not 

certain where the supplies had been stored or brought 
from as they were on a pickup truck to be loaded onto the 
plane. He indicated some of the supplies may have come 
from the CRMA in Memphis; however, he is not certain of 
their origination. There were approximately 800 pounds of 
these supplies which he estimated may have been worth 
from $8,000 to $10,000. Two of the large bags were full of 
vitamins, aspirin, Pepto Bismol, soap, and other like items. 
The other bags consisted of clothing and other similar 
supplies. There were no weapons involved in this shipment 
as they had previously been informed that such items were 
not needed since the Freedom Fighters had sufficient weapons 
but needed the type of supplie s which had been gathered and 
were being shipped. I I stated he carried for his 

own personal protection a 9 millimeter handgun which is 
registered and which was checked through Customs by him. 

He has no personal knowledge as to whether any other 
individuals carried personal handguns but he knows there 
were no wea pons on the Cessna 206 and he had asked[ 


if they were carrying handguns and they indicated 
they were not. 


] 


[ 


] departed New Orleans 


on August 23, 1984, in the Cessna 206 and were to fly to 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras; however, because of poor weather 
they landed at Cosonell. |_| 
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] and myself were scheduled to depart New Orleans 


at 3:00 p.m. on Taca Airlines but because of problems with 
the airplane, they were placed in a local motel for the 


5 





FD*302a(Rev. 11-15-83) 




ME 2-43 
BH 2-28 


Continuation of FD-302 of_ 


b6 

b7C 


.On 


10/2/84 


■ Page 


5 


evening. |_ 

own residence 

□ 

in 

1 who had been present, returned to his 
New Orleans. 

b6 


— 

^furnished the following information 

b7C 


regarding each day of the trip to Honduras: 


On August 24. 1984. at approxi mately 7:00 a.m., 

departed New 


Orleans by Taca Airlines and flew to Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
They arrived in Honduras at approximately 2 or 3:00 p.m. 
They secured their equipment and were then taken to an 
FDN facility which F I declined to identify for 

security reasons. At this facility, the group received 
general briefings by the FDN Directorate on the CONTRAS 
and their activities. He assu mes these briefings were 
arranged in advance by 


b6 
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On August 25, 1984, the group departed Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, at approximately 8:30 a.m., by two land rover 
vehicles. Their trip lasted approximately 8 or 9 hours, and 
was a to rturous driv e because of the rough terrai n and which 
affected I very much because of previous] | 

l had sustained in Vietnam. They were taken b7c 

to a CONTRA base situated in Honduras but located right on 
the border with Nicaragua. He saw two valleys of the base 
camp with one consisting of approximately 100 people and 
the other consisting of approximately 200 to 300,people. 

He estimates they arrived at the camp at approximately 8 or 
9:00 p.m. 

On August 26, 1984, the day consisted of a 
tour of the first base camp. 

On August 27, 1984, the group proceeded in three 
vehicles departing the camp at approximately 7:00 a.m. The 
trip lasted the entire day with the group arriving at a 
second camp at nightfall. I l estimated this second b2 

camp consisted of approximately 2,000 to 2,500 people and be 

was also situated in Honduras near the Honduran-Nicaraguan b7c 
border. I I was subsequently info rmed by some of the 

CONTRA troups that I I had been at this camp 

occupying a tent but had departed prior to his group's 
arrival. 


6 






FD-302a(Rev. 11*15*83) 




ME 2-43 
BH 2-28 


Continuation of FD-302 of_ 


b6 

b7C 


, On 


10/2/84 


6 

, Page_ 


On August 28, 1984, the group was taken on a 
tour of this second base camp spending a large cunount of 
their time in the camp hospital. They also toured the 
camp communications area which consists of two stations, 
one of which has intercept capabilities. During the day 
he also spent approximately one hour repairing a sewing 


machine which had broken down. He was told bv some of the 

local troops 1 

1 at the camp 

1 [provide no training^ 

funding, or supplies. | 1 

and the FDN was unhaoDv with the ] 

Lack of support! 1 

1 _ 1 

During this tour he 


was shown Russian weapons which had been captured by the 
CONTRAS and engagements with the Sandinistans. 


On August 29, 1984, the group divided into their 
particular training specialties to begin their training of 
the troops at the base. Some of the day consisted of some 
training but it mostly involved an analysis by th e American s 
of where they stood and the needs of the troops. I I 

I i along with an interpreter, began setting up 

an area which they were going to use for | | 

I I proceeded to the communications 

van and l I proceeded to the hospital to perform 

maintenance work. POWELL had remained in bed as he was 
awaiting for the helicopter belonging to the troops to arrive 


^stated 


but it did not arrive until that afternoon. _ 

he does not know where the helicopter came from And 
described it as a Hughes 500, possibly a D model and stated 
it was in very good condition. He believes this was the 
only helicopter belonging to the troops and does not know 
from what direction it arrived as he was not in the area when 
the helicopter landed. After the helicopter arrived, POWELL 
worked with the helicopter pilot for approximately one hour 
conducting h overing, fast takeoff s, and other Medivac 

procedures. _ did an analysis of the 

base perimeter including the gun emplacements. 


b6 
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On August 30, 1984, he stated essentially the 
same activities occurred as on August 29, 1984, with the 
groups performing their own individual training assignments. 
They also discussed the prior days' activities and held 
briefing seminars among themselves to evaluate their training 
for the remainder of the trip. They began more intensive 
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training and|_[worked with the special forces troops, 

That evening some FDN pilots came to the base and discussed 
the shooting down of one of their transport planes several 
days before. The base held a memorial service for the 
troops which were lost when this plane was shot down. 

On August 31, 1984, the training of the troops 
continued as described above. Some gear which had not 
arrived came in on August 31. 1984. which mainly cons isted 


his training. 


in 
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On September 1, 1984, the helicopter arrived at 
the base at approximately 10;00 a.m. I ~ 


this purpo se.~r 
training. 


b6 
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_|was assisting!_jin this 

J was attempting to train some of the 


troops with the maintenance of tools and the making of tools 
as well as how to make oil for weapons maintenance. 


was on the helicopter pod working with mapping instructions, 
the helicopter pilot, was being instructed in flying 


the helicopter with stretchers mounted on rocket pods since 
he had no ex perience i n flying the helicopter with the 
stretchers. I [ stated he does not know at what time 

the pods had been placed on the helicopter as he initially 
observed the helicopter without them but then in observing 
the helicopter flying around the base later observed pods 
had been attached. He stated pods are mounted on a helicopter 
first and then stretchers are mounted to the pods since the 
pods provide a basis for the stretcher mounts. PARKER was 
teaching the troops how to use a weapon out of the back of 
a helicopter for defensive purposes should such use be 
desired. 


]could observe the helicopter flying 


above the base at various times during the day and at 
approximately 1:00 or 1:30 p.m. he observed the helicopter 
take off and fly across the mountains and disappear. He 
wondered at that time where the helicopte r was flying and 
learned approximately one hour later from I that 

the helicopter had flown in and PARKER had stated they were 
proceeding on an emergency rescue mission and had to depart 
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but would return shortly. Because of the short range of 
the helicopter he estimated it should have returned by 
approximately 3:00 or 4:00 p.m. At approximately 4:30 p.m., 
he became concerned since it had not returned and he 
took a break from his training and inquired of | | if 

he had received any news regarding the helicopter. He was 
informed they had received information that an aircraft h ad 
been shot down in Nicaragua which indicated to | | 

this may not have been the helicopter but may have been 
some other aircraft. Late that afternoon the San^inistan 
government confirmed a helicopter had been shot down. 


b6 
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I_jadvised no news was received as to whether 

the occupants had been killed or not and he did not learn 
of the deaths of the two Americans until he returned to the 
United States. The group had originally planned to depart 
the camp on September 3, 1984, but decided to depart on be 

September 2, 1984, because of the shooting down of the b7 

helicopter. He advised that at no time did he participate 
in patrols into Nicaraguan territory and had already decided 
he would not enter Nicaragua unless it was absolutely 
necessary in order to train the troops regarding the 
parachute jumps and this training could not be accomplished 
in any other manner. 


The group departed on the morning of September 2, 
1984, and proceeded to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, where they 
were taken to a safe house. Shortly after their arrival 
at the safe house around dark, LINCOLN BENEDICTO , the First 
Secretary Consul General, United States Embassy, arrived. 
One of the individuals on the helicopter which had been shot 
down had been identified as an American and he inquired if 
the American was one of their group and generally discussed 
with them their activities. He recommended they depart 
Honduras as soon as possible and they departed the following 
day on the first available flight. 


Cessna 


I 


-hn tihg United Spates 


Miami on Taco Airlines. 




the 

flew to 


J stated he is not certain 
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how the r est of the individuals returned to the United States. 

I I arrived in Miami on the afternoon of September 3, 

1984, and arrived in Memphis that evening approximately 8:00 p.m. 
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At the conclusion of the interview,]_| 

again stated his activities with the CRMA and the training 
trip to Honduras was entirely financed by private funds 
and no assistance or conta ct occurred with U.S. Governme nt 
agencies. He again stated F [ in 

this operation he would not have gone, citing as an example 
of his opinioni 


he can purchase surplus reserve parachutes at any surplus 
store for $75 which will perform the same task. He also 
stated he had been informed by the troops that on one 
occasion 6,000 M16s had been dropped to troops; however, 
no ammunition was provided. On another occasion a large 
number of additional rifles were dropped and again no 
amnunition provided. The barrels of Ml6s were removed from 
the weapons and used in barbeque pits and the stalks of 
the weapons occurring in the second drop were taken off and 
used for firewood. 


b2 
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He stated he has not observed any individual 
connected with the CMA or CRMA or any other local group 
attempting to recruit mercenaries for travel to Central 
America and he has no knowledge of any mercenaries working 
with the FDN. 


_The following background information was furnished 

by _: 


Name: 

Race: 

Sex: 

Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Education: 

Employment: 

Military Service: 
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Arrests: 


Admits none 
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I_I personally appeared at the 

Memphis Office of the FBI based on a previously arranged 
appointment by telephone and the in terview wa s conducted 
at the FBI office at the request ofl |. | | 

was informed of the identities of the interviewing Agents 
and he was being interviewed at the request of the DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE, Washington, D.C. He was informed he was being 
contacted regarding his recent trip to Honduras and whether 
his activ ities may be in violation of the Neutrality Act. 

[ thereafter voluntarily furnished the following 
information: 

He does not normally recall specific names 
of individuals or dates of activities and therefore the 
information being furnished by him is not specific as to 
dates or times but is an approximation,and an activity 
which he indicates may have occurred on one day may have in 
fact occurred on the day prior or the day after. 

_ He is a mem ber of an organization referred to as 

the ! 1 which is a military historical 

association which attempts to preserve the military heritage 
of the airborne, ranger, and other military forces. They 
participate in jump schools and survival and other military 
related activities. Through this membership he learned 
of a public meeting which was to take place at the VETERANS 
OF FOREIGN WARS (VFW) post in Whitehaven, Tennessee. He 
believes this meeting occurred approximately two months 
ago and an estimated 50 peop le were prese nt. Prior to the 
start of this mee ting he m et ! of Memphis in the 

bar at which time I [ explained to him the background and 

purpose of the CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA) and 
CIVILIAN R EFUGEE MIL ITARY ASSISTANCE (CRMA). It is the 
opinion of j [ that there is no differe nce between the 

two groups; however, his personal opinion is I I 


The purpose of the 


Investigation on_ 


10/4/84 


Memphis, Tennessee 


ME 2-43 
BH 2-28 


JRF/jml 


_Date dictated.. 


10/5/84 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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two groups as explained by 


was to gather supplies 


to be sent to New Orleans, Louisiana, for the assistance 
of the FDN. He stated approximately one year ago he had 
been involved with a group called the REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL which had sent medical supplies to El Salvador 
and he understood these two groups would basically serve 
the same function except to furnish supplies to the 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. 
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He stated the public meeting consisted of speeches 
by DON GILMORE, TOM POSEY of the CMA, and SALVADOR ICASA. 
Also addressing the groupwere MARIO CALERO, the FDN 
representative from New Orleans, and an unrecalled Cuban 
refugee from Decatur, Alabama, who had fled Cuba to escape 
the Castro regime. All of the speeches basically asked 

for those present to obtain supplies for the civilian_ 

refugees and Freedom Fighters, also called CONTRAS. | ~ 

stated the International Red Cross assists these individuals 
to some extent but when the rebel soldier departs his 
camp for battle leaving his family behind, the Red Cross 
relief ceases for the family until his return. One of the 
efforts of the groups was to ensure the families were 
cared for through supplies during this interim period. 

During this meeting someone inquired if the CONTRAS needed 
weapons and all representatives present indicated they do 
not need weapons since they have all of the captured 
equipment they need. At the meeting hall,containers were 
present for donations and also individual s were sel ling 
t-shirts and other items to raise money. I I stated 

he volunteered to join the organization prio r to the meeting 
when he was having a private discussion with I I at the 

VFW hall. 


b6 
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He stated he did not attend any meetings of the 
CRMA but did have several telephonic conversations with 

I I following this public meeting. He had formerly_ 

worked at I _| b6 

b7C 

He suggested to | I the group attempt to obtain an 

attorney and doctor to contact the FEDERAL DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
(FDA) to obtain permission for the group to use these supplies 
since they were going to be sent out of the country and would 
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not be used in the United States. He telephonical ly contacted 

_but the 

idea never got off the ground and no supplies were obtained 
from this company. 

Several days following the public meeting held_ 


and other unrecalled 


individuals were present. 


several unrecalled individuals were sitting around talking 
about going to Honduras to assist the CONTRAS and he 
volunteered to go should such a trip be planned and the 
individuals indicated they would get back with him at a 
later date. Approximately one week before the actual trip 
was made he was contacted by an unrecalled individual and 

asked if he was rc>adv to makc^ thp trio. He was told hp_ 

was to fly with _ 

and it was his understanding they were being ask ed to go 

in order to transport the equipment of the group_ 

_ Approximately three days before the actual trip 

occurred he was contacted and informed the trio would_ 

take place. I_ 


group in New Orleans. 


_[rendezvous with the 

stated he drove a borrowed 


pickup truck to New Orleans with supplies which had been 
gathered for the refugees. He stated he went down with the 
supplies one day prior to their actual, departure to Honduras. 
He estimated these supplies weighed approximately 1,000 to 
1,500 pounds and consisted of cardboard boxes containing 
bandages, clothes, boots, women's clothes, and other such 
items. The boxes had labels on them and he observed one 
large box of water purification tablets- He had the phone 


number forf 


in New Or leans and upon arriving 


phoned his home; however,! 


was not in. He was 


required to wait three or four hours when 


1- 

finally 

time. 

1 


I_[had 

he took the 


rented a motel room and when joined by|_ \ he took the 

pickup truck of supplies to a U-Store building near the 

New Orleans International Airport. The truck was unloaded 

and he then returned to his motel room and the other individuals 
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in the group arrived later that night. | [arrived 

late that night and had not obtained his passport but 
it was too late in the evening so he therefore spent 
part of the following morning obtaining the passport. 
The suppl ies which had been taken to New Orleans by 
I I were to be transferred at a later date to the 

refugees by a larger plane. 
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On the day of th eir departure from Ne w Orleans, 


loaded the Cessna [ 


and did 


the other necessary fligh t cheeky such as filing a flight 
plan and obtaining fuel. \~ 
obtaining his passport and^ 


New Orleans at approximately lliOO a.m. 
individuals in the group were I 


~flater arrived after 

] departed 


The other 


[ 


] They 


] 


were to fly by Taca Airlines and were to meet in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras. Because of poor weather the Cessna stopped enroute 
overnight and they later heard the Taca flight had been 
cancelled and delayed also until the next day. The Cessna 

was loaded with only the equipment necessary for the^_ 

group and no firearms were located on the airplane. I 1 

I I had carried a personal handgun and he is not 

certain as to whether any of the other individuals carried 
a personal handgun or not. Up on arriving in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras, | I joined the o ther gro up which 

had already arrived and they were taken by I j in two 

cars to a tent located just outside of the town where they 
remained for that night. 


The following day the group departed Tegucigalpa 
at approximately 9:30 a.m., in two Toyota land rovers and 
a jeep. They traveled almost the entire day arriving at 
a camp on the Honduran-Nicaraguan border just as it became 
night. He estimated this camp had approximately 350 people 
and upon their arrival they received a briefing from the 
commander, ate their meal, and remained that evening. 


The following day they were given a tour of this 
base which was used as a stopover point by them enroute to 
the main base where they would give training to the Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters. The following day the group departed this 


b6 
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camp and traveled all day with this travel taking place 
in a jeep, pickup truck, and one of the land rovers. 

They arrived at this larger base in the late afternoon 
where they received a briefing. This camp consisted of 
troops but also many refugees. They had learned a DC-3 
belonging to the rebel troops had been shot down several 
days before and a memorial service was held that evening 
for the individuals killed in this plane crash. 

The following day the group was given a tour of 
this larger base and participated in briefing sessions 
and a tour of the hospital and parade fi eld. A la rge part 
of the time during this day was spent by I I at the 

base hospital which consisted of several tents. The 
generator being used at the hospital had been wired wrong 
and their electrical output was minimal and only supported 
a small lighting system. He stated he took the generator 
apart and rewired it and when he had completed work on 
the generator the hospitals could run a better lighting 
system, an air conditioner, and an electric scalpel which 

they had but were unable to use prior to this tim e. He _ 

stated he was informed by some of the troo ps that l I 

I l had been at this 

camp bu t departed prior to the arrival of this group. 

I 1 checked base security and the others performed other 

tasks which he is not aware of. He observed the communication 
truck of the troops sitting in the middle of a road which 
would have been easily destroyed if the base had been 
attacked. He recommended a place against a hill and being sandbagged 
which was done that day. This communications truck was 
vital to the camp since it had the ability to intercept and 
tape communications of the Sandinistan military. 

The following day each separate d to instruct 
troops in their own specialties. I ~l was conducting 

an urban warfare school and the helicopter belonging to the b6 
rebel troops had arrived and POWELL and the rebel pilot, b7c 

POZO, wer e training in running takeoffs and other maneuvers . 

I was teaching patrol tactics and I I 

_ started preparing the par achute ge ar for pre-jump 

training and they were assisted bv l [ He advised 
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he believed on this particular day the weather became 
quite severe which required they cease training for the 
remainder of that day. 

The following day [advised training 

was basically the same as set forth tor the day prior. 

On September 1, 1984. 1 I requeste j 

assist in installing a siren system for the camp which 
he worked on for most of the day. During this day he 
could observe the helicopter doing maneuvers and he 
believes that morning rocket pods were mounted on the 
helicopter and stretchers were then mounted to the top 
of the pods. POZO had never flown the helicopter with 
stretchers and these were mounted in order to train him 
in flying the helicopter with the stretchers. At an 
unrecalled time durin g the day he was joined at lunch by 

"l and learned at that time the 

helicopter had departed the camp. They waited approximately 
an hour for the return of the helicopter and by this 
time he began to ask questions since he was femiliar with 
helicopter fuel burn rates, etc., so he had determined 
they had either stopped their flight or were not coming 
back. They later heard a helicopter had crashed with three 
Cubans on board so this report was disregarded; however, 
a military transmission of the Sandinistans was -intercepted 
which confirmed a helicopter crash which only indicated 
there were two people on board. Based on this report he 
believed one of the individuals may have survived since he 
had been told three were on board. 

I stated they were scheduled to depart 
this camp the following day so they did depart and returned 
to Tegucigalpa, Honduras, where they were informed there 
had been three on board. Upon their arrival in Tegucigalpa 
at approximately 5:00 p.m., they were taken to a residence 
which he can only assume had been prearranged as their 
destination point. They were at this residence for 
approximately 30 minutes when an individual who identified 
himself as LINCOLN BENEDICTO, First Secretary, Consul General, 
United States Embassy, arrived. He inquired of their 
intentions and was informed they intended to depart Honduras 
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for return to the United States the following day. 

He agreed with these plans and indicated to the group 
he could not instruct them to leave or not leave but 
believed their plan to depart was the best course of action. 


procee ded 1 
Cessna 
fl own byI 
by | 

to Alabama. 


_|stated the following morning they 

the airport and loaded their supplies on the 

__. This plane was 

I to New Orleans and he was accompanied 

I who he had planned on flvina home 
Upon arrivi ng in Ne w Orleans,_ 


telephonically con tacted! | who had already arrived 

in New Orleans an d! Iwas informe d l had driven 

to New O rleans so j I rode home in the 

car with ] He stated he spent the night in New Orleans 

and then flew to Memphis the following day. 

I I stated he has had no contact with any 

official of the United States Government, either civilian 
or military, either during his activites with the CRMA 
prior to this trip or during the trip with exception of his 
having been contacted by BENEDICTO when they returned to 
Honduras as described above. He advised to his knowledge 
no funds have been received by any Governmental agency and 
all support of the CMA and CRMA and for this trip were 
personal and through donations of private individuals. 

He understands PARKER was in the helicopter with 
POWELL and POZO since PARKER had been a helicopter gunner 
in Vietnam and was to demonstrate how a weapon could be 
mounted in the helicopter. He heard from unrecalled 
individuals present that just prior to the helicopter 
departing, PARK ER had jumped o ut of the helicopter and 
had run over to j j and then had jumped back in 

the helicopter and departed. He is not aware of the 
conversation that took place at that time. 

To his knowledge, there are no mercenaries 
fighting with the CONTRAS and he has no knowledge of any 
individual attempting to recruit mercenaries to participate 
in activities in Central America and stated he has not 
made any overture to any individual to engage in mercenary 
type activities. 








furnished 


Th e followin g background information was 

by I h 


Name: 

Sex: 

Race: 

Date of Birth: 

Place of Birth; 
Education; 

Marital Status; 

Military Service; 

Residence Address: 
Occupation; 

Social Security Number; 
Miscellaneous: 

Arrests: 






The following are articles which have appeared^ in the 
Commercial Appeal^ the local Memphis newspaper, Memphis, Tennessee 
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Memphian 
among casualties 
in downed copter 


By BOB DUNNAVANT 

TIm airmlrkglMim P ott lltra W 

HUNTSVILLE — An Alabama 
group that collects supplies for 
“anti-Communist” Central Ameri¬ 
can guerrillas says a disabled 
Vietnam veteran from Memphis 

and an off-duty Huntsville, Ala., 
policeman were the Americans 
killed when a rebel helicopter 
was shot down over Nicaragua 
last week. 

Tom Posey, director of the Deca¬ 
tur-based Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tance, last ni^t identified the 
men as James rawell, 37, a veter¬ 
an helicopter puot living in Mem¬ 
phis, and Dana Parker, 37, a 
Huntsville police detective on an¬ 
nual leave. 

He said both were on an un¬ 
armed “mercy mission” Saturday 
when their helicopter crashed 
and burned after being hit by So¬ 
viet-made missiles inside Nicara¬ 
gua. 

“They were teaching a Nicara¬ 
guan pilot to fly the helicopter, 
making landings and takeoffs, 
when Dana Jumped out, shouted 
they were leaving on a rescue 
mi^on, and took off,” Mario Ca- 
lero, a spokesman for the Forces 
for a Democratic Nicaragua, said 
at a press conference in Hunts- 
.yiUe. 

' ' “I felt compelled to come here 
':to say that we thank them from 
the bottom of our hearts,” he said. 
But Sra. Daniol .Patrick Mo3mi- 


han (D-N.Y.) yesterday described' 
the men as mercenaries, and the 
Nicaraguan government says it' 
shot down the helicopter during 
an attack on a military school. 

“They weren’t in any attack,” ■ 
Posey said. “They were respond-' 
ing to a call for mercy after one of ^ 
the planes got shot down.” 

Cmco Blanton of Sheffield, Ala., 
who said he worked “full time for 
free” for the Civilian Milituy As¬ 
sistance program, said he went to 
Nicaragua with Parker, Powell, 
Calero and three other unidend- 
fied Americans to help train the 
anti-Sandinista guerrillas. He said 
the group, which flew south in 
Powell’s plane, did not carry wea¬ 
pons, although past CMA expedi¬ 
tions to the Nicaraguan border 
have beenarmed. 

“We do not hire mercenaries, 
and these men were not paid a 
cent. They were not fighters, they ' 
were advisers and trainers.” Ca¬ 
lero said. 

Posey said that Powell, who 
taught flying in Memphis, was not ^ 
piloting the helicoper but was ^ 
teaching a Nicaraguan pilot 

. Posey said Powell was a heli¬ 
copter pilot in. Vietnam and was 
shot down three times. He said 
Powell drew a disability check. 
from the government for injuries 
received in combat i 

Posey said negotiations are un¬ 
der way to have the burned bo-' 
dies of both Americans delivered 
to the embassy in Managua. 
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The deaths dT two Americans in Nicaragua 
Saturday came during a “mission of mercy” 
that began two weeks ago in West Memphis 
and ended when their helicopter was shot 
down by Sandinistas, according to Memphian 
Cliff Albright, one of six Americans involved 
in the operation. 

In a two-hour interview with The Commer¬ 
cial Appeal, Albright insisted those who bad 
accom^nied him to Honduras to help anti¬ 
communist Nicaraguan rebels were not mer¬ 
cenaries, as they have been categorized in 
some press accounts. 

"We didn’t get one damn dime from all of 
this,” stud Albright, a retired pilot with Re¬ 
public Airlines who serves as commander of 
the Phantom Division, Tennessee Airborne. 
“The only thing we got was the satisfaction of 
knowing that we had contributed—in a small 
way — to the fight against communism in 
Central America. 

"I’d go back, in a heartbeat if I thought I 
could help those people some more,” he said. 
“Outside the hurt and pain of losing two 
friends. I’d go back. If anjdhing, this has 
strengthened my resolve.” 

The Americans were James P. Powell in of 
Memphis, who was killed in the helicopter; 
Louis McKnight of Memphis, a flight instruc¬ 
tor who had trained Powell as a fixed wing 
aviator; Dana Parker, a Huntsville, Ala.jTOlice 
detective who was killed with Powell; waiter 
’Cisco* Blanton of Sheffield, Ala.; a man who 
has not been identified, and Albright. 

TheaixJiad divided up Saturday morangto 




^tn fieyeral maps of ttlzslliH 
afferent skills in a Honaurin 
c^p near the Nicaraguan bor¬ 
der- Albright declined to mention 
names of the other men, but 
they have been identified 
miough other sources. The rebels 
were members of the U.S-backed 
Nicaraguan Democratic Force, 
which 18 fighting the leftist San- 
dinista government 
'Albright said he and another 
Wan were showing how to use 
parachutes to air drop medical or 
combat supplies. Another man 
(McKnight) was working on a 
il^aming siren for the camp. 

I He said Powell was training a pi¬ 
lot on helicopter techniques, par¬ 
ticularly how to maneuver in 
dose, rugged terrain. He said an- 
dther man was instructing troops 
in house-to-house fighting. Still 
another man (Parker) was teach¬ 
ing helicopter door-gunners. 

. As they worked, rebel pilots 
were preparing for an air strike 
on the village of Santa Clara in 
Nicaragua, but Albright said none 
at the Americans was involved in 
that strike. 

Albright said the helicopter, a 
Hughes SOOB, had landed at the 
damp’s landing zone. 

• He said one of the two Ameri- 
dans on the helicopter (Parker) 
|SBn over and said, "Hey, we’ve got 
an emergency rescue mission. 
We’re going on an emergency res¬ 
cue mission.’’ He said the man ran 
back, climbed in the helicopter 
and they flew away. 

“That’s the last we saw of the 
helicopter,” Albright said. "As far 
as I know, when they left, they left 
on a mission of mercy. They were 
itepn a combat strike. They were 
dnimpting to save lives, not de- 
them.” 

said the helicopter left the 
damp about 2 p.m. Saturday. 

I About 3:30 p.m., he said the 
damp received word that an air- 
oraft was down. He said it was 
dark Saturday night before he 
yarned definitely that Powell 
and Parker had been shot down, 
Ifat even then, he was not aware 
mey had been killed. 

! He said upon learning of the 
^wned helicopter, he and the 
other Americans decided it would 
he best that they leave the camp, 
b^use of the threat of a retali¬ 
atory strike by the Sandini.stas. 
;The Americans left the camp 
early Sunday morning and went 
A) Tegucigalpa, the Honduran 

S pltal, where they were taken to 
e U.S. consul’s office. 

I He said the consul "suggested” 
^t the Americans return to the 
U.S. and was very helpful in a 
Nustoesslike way. 'Td ^ they 
wQ^lfll^ful. not friendl^ 


ffonauran 
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, 2 [b»^Ai 9 ericans left for Hondlu- 
ras Aug. 23. Powell and another 
man took off from West Memphis 
in a Cessna 206 with long range 
fuel tanks; the others took a com¬ 
mercial flight through New Or¬ 
leans to Tegucigalpa. With them 
was Mario Calero, a representa¬ 
tive of the Nicaraguan rebels 
based in New Orleans who had 
contacted the Americans and 
asked for their help. 

The Cessna was filled with 
about 2,400 pounds of supplies 
contributed by members of a Col¬ 
lierville-based Civilian Military 
Assistance (CMA) group and the 
Memphis-based Civilian Military 
Refugee. Assistance (CMRA) 
poup. Jim Turney, head of the 
Collierville organization, said his 

S oup is affiliated with the found- 
g CMA organization in Ala¬ 
bama, while Don Gilmore, head of 
the CMRA, said his group is a spin¬ 
off with slightly different goals. 

Included in the supplies were 
civilian clothing, toys, 200 small 
field dressings, used shoes and 
boots, berets and other headgear, 
web belts and suspenders and sev¬ 
eral field packs. At least half of 
the clothing was intended for 
women and children, he said. 

“There was nothing in that load 
that was sensitive,’’ said Turney, 
owner of the Command Post, an 
Army surplus store in Collier¬ 
ville, said. “Everything was strict¬ 
ly legal. ’There were no guns and 
there was no ammunition.’’ 

When asked about the merce¬ 
nary label, Turney bristled. “No¬ 
body got a dime. As a matter of 
fact, everyone who left contribut¬ 
ed his personal gear when he 
pulled out. ’These people contrib¬ 
uted their own money and their 
own time. They Just took off from 
their jobs for a couple of weeks 
and went.” 

When asked why, he shot back, 
“Because they’re sick and tired of 
seeing the continuation c' Com¬ 
munist aggression.” uk ^ 
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CTA aware 
of mission, 
sources say 

.. -ju 






WASHINGTON—Tbe CIA knew a para¬ 
military group was sending men to Join Nicar¬ 
aguan rebels but did nothing to stop the vol¬ 
unteers — two of whom were killed in action 
in Nicaragua, congressional sources said yes¬ 
terday. 

The sources said CIA officials yesterday in¬ 
formed some members of the &nate Select 
Committee on Intelligence that the agency 
knew six Americans were traveling to Hondu¬ 
ras to join the CIA-backed Nicaraguan Demo¬ 
cratic Force, which is fighting against the 
leftist Sandinista government of Nicaragua. 

"The agency heard these guys were coming 
and their guys dove into fox holes," a source 
familiar with intelligence matters said. 

CIA officials said agents in Honduras “got 
out of the way” of the six Americans because 
they “didn't want anybody to think (they) 
were involved” in the operation, the source 
said. 

The State Department has said the govern¬ 
ment had no links with the two men. But in 
Congress, lawmakers were asking whether 
the Americans had taken off from Honduran 
bases built or financed by the United States. 

Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn.), who visited Hon¬ 
duras to view US. military bases there in Feb¬ 
ruary, said he would offer an amendment bar¬ 
ring ^e use of the facilities for military or 
paramilitary operations. The administration 
maintains the bases are designed only for use 
in joint US.-Honduran training exercises. 

•-‘1 thinlr this is very strong evi dence th at 





t^o haw are being usedlSrofEer 
than exercise and training pur¬ 
poses,” Sasser said. “It is evidence 
that those of us in Congress don’t 
know what is going on with those 
bases.” 

At the same time. Rep. Ted 
Weiss (EV-N.Y.) sent a letter to CIA 
Director William Casey calling on 
him to explain if his agency had 
any connection with the two dead 
Americans. 

“The loss of American lives in 
the covert war against Nicaragua 
could draw the United States into 
direct military involvement in 
that conflict,” Weiss said. 

The Americans, described by 
U.S. officials as “volunteers,” 
were sent to Honduras by Civil¬ 
ian-Military Assistance, a parami¬ 
litary organization based in Deca¬ 
tur, Ala. 

Two members of the group, 
Huntsville police detective Dana 
H. Parker and James P. Powell HI 
of Memphis, were killed in a rebel 
helicOTter shot down by Nicara¬ 
guan forces. 

Nicaragua charged that Parker. 
Powell and the four other Ameri¬ 
cans who went to Honduras a 
week before the attack were mer¬ 
cenaries working for the CIA. 

In another development. The 
New York Times reported in to¬ 
day's editions that two men in¬ 
volved in the group, Thomas V. 
Posey and Walton Blanton, said 
they received assistance from U.S. 
embassies in Honduras and El Sal¬ 
vador in their effort to provide 
military equipment to anti-Com- 
munist forces in Central America. 

Although the two maintained 
that they were not associated 
with the government in any way 
and had received no money for 
their work, they said that U.S. offi¬ 
cials in El Salvador and Honduras 
helped put them in touch with the 
chief of staff of the Salvadoran! 
armed forces and with Honduran 
military officers who escorted! 
them to Nicaraguan rebel leaders, i 

The congressional sources said' 
tl^y were uncertain how far in| 
advance intelligence agents in! 
Honduras knew of the Posey j 
gw w p* ^ o p eration. —— j 





Jlie Pen tagon said itS-mnifaiy' 
peHonhei do not control two Hon¬ 
duran airfields Nicaragua says 
were used in the rebel attack in 
which Parker and Powell were, 
killed and that U.S. personnel 
were not on hand when the attack 
was launched. 

Nicaragua’s Sandinista govern¬ 
ment said maps recovered from 
the downed helicopter showed it 
came from Honduras’ El Aguacate 
air base and Jamastran airfield, 
facilities the United States recent¬ 
ly has used and improved. 

(Cliff Albright, a Memphian in¬ 
volved in the operation, told ’The 
Commercial Appeal last night the 
only map on the helicopter “was 
an aerial sector mapof that area 
of C^entral America. There was no 
flight plan. Like all sector maps 
this one had a number of lines 
drawn on it by the pilots showing 
areas that we were to avoid such 
as CIA controlled areas.’’ He said 
the helicopter had not been to Ja¬ 
mastran nor El Aguacate.) 

Congressional sources said 
that, even without control over 
the airfields, U.S. personnel in 
Honduras probably would have 
monitored flights fmin th«> facni. 














Pilot who cherished liberty 
died for beliefs, family s ays 






TTBe Mfemphis pilot wtMMo-teli- 
copter was shot down in Nicara¬ 
gua Saturday was "very patriotic, 
but not a fanatic,” and a freedom- 
loving veteran who believed in 
helping others fight for liberty, 
family members said yesterday. 

Although he told his family lit¬ 
tle of his apparently brief involve- 
ment in a Mid-South group 
formed to aid anti-Communist 
rebels, family members called the 
affiliation characteristic of James 
P. ‘Jimmy' Powell, 36. 

"Jimmy was very patriotic, but 
he was not a fanatic,” said his sis¬ 
ter, Rosanne Powell Blair. “He be¬ 
lieved other people should be able 
to fight for their freedom. 1 think 
that's why he was down there 
training those men.” 

Powell, a disabled Vietnam vet- 


This story was writtea by staff 
reporter Wayoe Risber with re¬ 
ports from United Press Interna¬ 
tional and The Associated Press. 


eran, died with off-duty Hunts¬ 
ville police detective Dana Parker 
Jr., 37, and a Nicaraguan when 
their helicopter was shot down by 
Sandinista government forces. 

Leaders of the rebel support 
network in Tennessee and Ala¬ 
bama said the helicopter was on a 
mission to rescue imperiled “free¬ 
dom fighters,” but the govern¬ 
ment said the aircraft was attack¬ 
ing a military school. 

Powell’s mother. Rose Powell, 
said her son mentioned last 
month he might be traveling to 
Nitaragua: — 
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'Hrst step - taken int^ 
jungle a bloody oFe 






just CMDJBOS 
folks. . . the people who finally 
took a first step and tried to do 
something,” says Tommy Posey, 
38-year-old father of two, a Deca¬ 
tur, Ala., wholesale produce sup¬ 
plier and gung-ho anti-Commu- 
nist. 

“We’ve got blood on our himds. 
Let’s not let it go to waste,” says 
Don Gilmore, 41, an East Mem- 
^is chemical worker who, like 
Posey, takes his patriotism seri¬ 
ously. 

They call themselves “freedom 

This story was written by staff re¬ 
porters Michael Kelley in Deca¬ 
tur. Ala., and Wayne Risber in 
Memphis. 

fighters." Most of them are in 
their late 30s, with Vietnam com¬ 
bat experience. Some of them like 
Posey have been survivalists, 
concerned that the idea they 
were fighting in Vietnam is 
creeping northward from hot 
Central American jungles. 

Now two of them—a policeman 

who belonged to Posey’s Civilian 
Military Assistance (QiIA) group 
in North Alabama and a pilot re¬ 
cruited by Gilmore’s Civilian Re- 
fugee Military Assistance 
(CMRA) group in Memphis — are 
dead. 

The blood belongs to Vietnam 
veteran James P. Powell HI, 36, of 
Memphis and Dana Herbert Park¬ 
er Jr., 36, a Huntsville police de¬ 
tective killed when Nicaraguan 
forces shot down their helicopter 
Saturday. 

Posey and Gilmore say Powell, 

iParker and four other Americans 
fkrbo were on a mission to aid anti- 
government rebels inside Nicara- 

S ua belong to a growing Mid- 
outb support network for the 
rebels. 

Just bow many people belong to 
CMA and CMRA depends on 
whom you ask. Posey said CMA 
has 350 to 400 members. Gilmore 
said the Memphis group alone 
has 300 to 350 members, and that 
both groups have as many as 1,000 
supporters. 

Gilmore said Powell, a commer¬ 
cial pilot who got involved with 
CMRA at a session about a month 
ago, was one of 2S to 35 Memphis 
residents who have traveled to 
Nicaragua on similar missions in 
the'pasrtS months. ^ 





GoArwMD people are HgbCng 
communism and begging for 
help, that’s Just like turning your 
hack on a little kid while vour eat* 
ing a hotdog and the kid’s dying 
of starvation.” 

Gilmore, also a Vietnam-era 
veteran who later did national 
guard duw, said the CMRA differs 
from the CMA in that the CMA fo¬ 
cuses only on serving as an auxil¬ 
iary to the rebel military forces. 
He said the CMRA added the refu¬ 
gee program out of "humanitar¬ 
ian" concern. 

Posey and four other North Ala¬ 
bama veterans formed CMA 
about a year ago. They went to 
Central America with guns, en¬ 
gaged in combat that Posey 
doesn’t like to talk about now, 
and in late March switched to a 
training and support role. At the 
request of Nicaraguan rebel lead¬ 
er Adolfo Calero, Posey said. 


Posey said Parker and Powell 
"didn’t die in vain. They died be¬ 
cause they wanted to prove some- 
thine to themselves and to other 
people: that, with a little help and 
proper technology, that those 
people can do tne Job them¬ 
selves.” 

Parker was a captain in the 
First Battalion of the Alabama Na- 
tional Guard Special Forces 
group. 

Another of the anti-Sandinista 
volunteers, Walter ‘Cisco’ Btan- 
Yon, of Sheffield, Ala., also is a cap¬ 
tain in the Alabama Special 
Forces, which trains other units, 
including Tennessee guardsmen, 
in defending against guerrilla 
war tactics. 

MaJ. John Smith (USA) said 
what Parker and Blanton did on 
their own time did not concern 
the Guard unless there was any 
nf a law. . 





CTA’s role 
in mission 
Questioned 
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BvMabv deIBEL —i—> 

«nd JAMES W. BROSNAN 

Fr»m Tht ComnwrdBl App—I 
VtoiMiiipuii PurtM/ 

WASHINGTON — Pour House 
Democrats just back from Central 
America yesterday joined a rising 
congressional chorus asking why 
a l^mphis civilian and an Ala> 
bama National Guardsman were 
killed flying a helicopter over 
Nicaragua last weekend. 

'The question that occurs to us 
all is whether the CIA is still in¬ 
volved,” said Rep. Leon Panetta 
(DCalif.). 

"You cant help but smell indi¬ 
rect U.S. involvement," said Kan¬ 
sas Rep. Dan Glickman. He said, 
however, he had no specifics to 
back up his suspicions. 

In other developments: 

e The State Deputment said the 
Customs Service is investigating 
whether the Americans violated 
V.S. regulations governing arms 
exports, following reports that 
they had provided arms and am¬ 
munition to the Nicaraguan in¬ 
surgents. The Justice and State de- 
partments also are trying to 
determine if the men violated 
laws forbidding military involve¬ 
ment of private citizens in coun¬ 
tries with which the United States 
is not at war. 

• Defense Department docu¬ 
ments show that a number of U.S. 
military officers in El Salvador 
became actively involved during 
the last year in helping the group 
of private Americans donate mill- 
tai7 equipment to the Salvadoran 
armed forces. The New York 
Times reported. The involvement 
included introducing the leader 
of the private group to the gen¬ 
eral staff of the Salvadoran army, 
encouraging the Americans to 
.send equipment, delivering the 
materiel to the Salvadoran army 
end aatieg as a chann el b etw t.c n 





thp AtfKM H fjtnig and the 

Itm. 



. • Mississippi Democrat G. V. 
Monteomery, a senior member of 
the House Armed Services Com* 


mittee and a frequent visitor to 
Central America, said he doubts 
the CIA was involved in the oper- 
ntion. But Montgomery, who ims 
been labeled “Mr. National 


Guard" for his support of the 
group, was critical of the fact that 
membiers of the Guard’s elite Spe¬ 
cial Forces unit had participated. 
*lf they want to go do that sort of 
thing they should quit the Special 
Forces,” he said. 

♦ In Managua, a top Nicaraguan 
official said his country will 
lodge a protest with the UN Secu- 
rl& Council over the alleged in- 
•volvement of the Americans in a 


rebel air attack against the leftist 
government. 

Glickman and Panetta went on 


the 11-day trip with Reps. Jim 
Moody of Wisconsin and John 
Bryant of Texas. Members of the 
Unitarian Universalist Service 


Committee, which sponsored the 
trip and similar visits for Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats for the past 
12 years, also were along. 


The government has denied 
any CIA connection or other gov¬ 
ernment ties to the group of vol- 
■nteers that includra two more 
Memphis-area civilians and two 
other Alabama Guardsmen. Ac¬ 
cording to congressional sources, 
however, the CIA was aware the 
group was joining Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

Members of the select intelli¬ 
gence committees of both houses 
nevertheless have asked for brief¬ 
ings from CIA chief William Ca¬ 
sey. 

Senate Majority Leader Howard 
Baker (R-Tenn.). an ex-officio, 
member of the Senate Intelli¬ 
gence Committee, said'yesterday 
be hadn’t sought a briefing. He 
also said he planned to look into 
the incident after learning from a 
reporter that Tennesseans were 
involved. 

"I thought they were Alaba¬ 
mians,” said Baker. 

The two men killed were James 
P. Powell m of Memphis,a36-year- 
old Vietnam veteran who was pi- 
Ryting the helicopter, and Dana H. 
Parker, also 36. a Huntsville, Ala., 
police detective and a captain in 
the Alabama Guard’s special 
forces unit Powell was Involved 
with the Civilian Re&igee Mili¬ 
tary Assistance (CMRA) group in 
Memphis and Parker was a mem¬ 
ber of a Civilian Ifilitary Assis¬ 
tance (CMA) group in North Ala¬ 
bama. 

Those who returned were Cliff 
Albright of Memphis, a retired Re- 
pwhlif Airline pilot nnil rtm 




<i 

the PKuttomJMvta^,' 
Tennessee Airborne; L^Bs 
tfcKnigbt, a Memphis flignnn* 
btructor; and two Alabama Na¬ 
tional Guardsmen, Cmt Walter 
*Ci8co’ Blanton and Chief War¬ 
rant Officer William 3111’ Court- 

■ Referring to Congress* refusal 
earlier this pear to support more . 
covert military aid to tne Nicara¬ 
guan "contras” in their fight to 
v^ple the Marxist government, 
Ttmetta said last weekend's ind- 
ident "raises the specter in my 
SBind that what th^ (the CIA) 
cant do directly the^ tryixig to 
do indirectly” 

He and the other House 
members on the trip said they 
would be willing to consider for¬ 
bidding "back door” support for 
mercenaries or volunteers as well 
as more upfront assistance. The 
four said they thought such an 
amendment could be offered to 
the catchall spending bill on 
which Congress will vote before 
it adjourns next month. 

No such proposal is circulating 
or considered likely, however, ac¬ 
cording to members of the House 
leadership, despite House Speaker 
Thomas P. "Tip’ O’Neill’s com¬ 
plaint that the American volun¬ 
teers “shouldn’t have been 
there.” The Massachusetts Ctemo- 
crat also said their presence in 
Nicaragua should be a campaign 
issue in the U5. November gen¬ 
eral election. 

Montgomery said be didn’t 
know if the Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee will want to place any limi¬ 
tations on Guardsmen using their 
off-duty time to fight in foreign 
oonflicts. 

Asked if be thought participa¬ 
tion by Guardsmen gave weight 
to Nicaraguan charges of U.S. gov¬ 
ernment mvolvement in the mis¬ 
sion, Montgomery said, "It doesn’t 
h^. It doesn’t help at aU.” 

The New York Times report said 
that, according to the Defense De¬ 
partment documents and admin¬ 
istration officials, much of the 
liaison work with the Americans 
was handled by Msj. Charles A. 
McAnarey, the chief UJS. logistics 
officer in El Salvador. 

A spokesman for the U.S. Em¬ 
bassy in El Salvador, Donald R. 
Hamilton, while confirming that 
American military officers had 
assisted the private group, said 


He added; The private Ameri¬ 
cans were doing a friendly act for 
a friendly government and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
American official helping them 

S et in contact with the Salva- 
oran government. We help all 
kinds oi people make all^dngsj{f 
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RyWnJ.tA M C. BAYNE 


The fonner wife of James P. 
Powell m, the Memphian who was 
killed Saturday in Nicaragua, said 
yesterday she “had a feeling he 
wouldn’t come back.” 

^ “I don’t know what it was about 
it, but I had that feeling,” said 
Mrs. Gerry Powell. 

She said Powell telephoned her 
fhe night of Aug. 22 to tell her of 
his intent to go to Honduras, and 
callM again early the next morn¬ 
ing to tell her who to contact if 
anything happened to him. He left 
for Honduras later that morning. 

“The last thing he said was that 
he was flying medical supplies 
and clothing and that he womd be 
back,” she said. 


' She said she Powell were di¬ 
vorced five years ago but had re¬ 
mained close and were attempt¬ 
ing a reconciliation at the time he 
left for Central America. 

Like other members of Powell’s 
family, his former wife described 
him as a superpatriot. 

“He had very strong feelings po¬ 
litically,’’ Mrs. Powell said at her 
West Memphis townhouse apart¬ 
ment “I didn’t know about poli¬ 
tics and I wasn’t involved in it but 
his feelings were very strong. He 
was very patriotic. He had strong 
feelings for the Uxiited States and 
for his fellow man.” 

Powell, 36, was in Vietnam as a 
gunship pilot for the Americal Di¬ 
vision in 1971. He was qualified on 
the sleek, deadly Cobra gunships 
and also on the familiar Hueys, 
the UHl workhorses of the Viet¬ 
nam War. He was shot down three 
times behind enemy lines and 
was awarded a Bronze Star and a 
Purple Heart for his injuries. 


Mrs. Powell said although press 
accounts listed him as a disabled 
veteran, his only disability was a 
back injury he got in one of his 
crashes. “He wasn’t getting a disa¬ 
bility check or anything like 
that,” she said. His mother, .Mrs. 
Rose Powell, said he had had 

g reat pain for the back injury and 
ad undergone back surgery at 
his own expense. 

The Powell family moved to 
Memphis in 1956. He attended 
public school in the Bartlett area 
and he graduated from Bartlett 
High School in 1965, where he 
played football and acquired a 
fan’s interest in all sports, par¬ 
ticularly football, basketball and 
baseball. 

His mother said while he was in 
college he coached a basketball 
team for the family’s church. 
Grimes Memorial United Method- 
ist Church 




t Be attoB ded lfemphis3taieTRii- 
(▼ersity for three years and the 
University of Tennessee at Martin 
for about a year, but lacked sever¬ 
al hours needed for graduation. 
He joined the Army m 1969, be¬ 
came a warrant officer pilot and 
was trained at the Army’s Avi¬ 
ation Center in Port Rocker, Ala. 

When he first returned from 
Vietnam he began working as a 
charter helicopter pilot, hu for¬ 
mer wife said. ^We met soon after 
he returned, but he never seemed 
to want to talk about the war. I 
didn’t know much about his work. 
I only knew that he was very bu^ 
and worked very hard.” 

She described him as having a 
good sense of humor. ”He was al¬ 
ways smiling,” she said. 

They were married July 21, 
1973. 

He worked later for the parks 
and recreation department in 
West Memphis, as a line supervi¬ 
sor for Qeo Wrap Corp., ana as an 
interviewer for People Place¬ 
ment, an employment agency. He 
also flew for a while vdtb the Mis¬ 
sissippi Army National Guard in 
Hueys and Cobras. 

In 1976 they had a son, Jimmy. 
Powell was devoted to his son, she 
said. “He liked to take him fishing 
and they went to movies togeth¬ 
er.” 

She said he had had a fatalism 
bout his service in Vietnam that 
#as common among many gun- 
ihip pilots. “He just knew he 
wo^ant get out of there alive,” 
she said. “I think it did something 
to those boys over there who 
would see their friends leave on a 
mission and just not come back.” 

Asked if Powell talked about his 
experiences in Vietnam, his 
mother said, “That was very diffi¬ 
cult for Jimmy to talk |q us about. 
He knew we were prMd of him 
and we were glad ne Jkad come 
home. He said he didn’t know how 
he lived. It was a veiv ahoddng 
experience for hlm^|U said he 
knew God had a reason for him to 
come home.” 

She said Powell was pilot of a 
helicopter gunship manned by 
him and a door gunner. "That was 
very difficult for him to hear the 
cries of his own men, wanting to 
h e nicked up, and he couldaltJ’ 
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Ptfiretmd another man Oewn 
Cessna 206 from the West Mem* 
phis airport loaded with 2.400 
pounds of medical supplies and 
clothing, while four other Ameri¬ 
cans and Idario Calero, U,S. repre¬ 
sentative of the Nicaraguan reb¬ 
els who is based in New Orleans, 
went to New Orleans. From there 
Powell and another man flew the 
Cessna to Tegucigalpa. Honduras, 
and the other five flew there by 
commercial airlines. 

Powell and Dana Parker, a 
Huntsville, Ala., police detective, 
were killed near the village of 
Santa Clara, Nicaragua, when the 
helicopter they were flying in 
was shot down by Sandinista gov¬ 
ernment forces. Their flight has 
been described as a “mission of 
mercy” — a medical evacuation 
for a downed aircraft involved in 
a st rike aaai nst the village. 


S. 




Jimmy Powell in Vietnam in 









'I> 350 (K?(rri%S- 78 ) 



(Mount Clipping jfi 


Hfidici 


ica^> 

m 


ige«name of 
. city and atateJ 


Th£ COMMERCIAL APPEAL 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 
Diie: 9/7/84 page All 

Edition: 


Title: 


ALL IMFOm-IATION COMTAIIJED 

HEREDI IS OTCLASSIFIED 

DATE 12-10-2007 BY 60324 UC EAW/STP/CLS 


Chmctar: 

or 

CUeeificaLion; 
Submitting Office: 


Sahdinista invitation rioi 


^Icomed by Powell family 




B yWAYWg RlSHER 

The mother of James P. ‘Jimmy’ 
Powell in said yesterday the fami¬ 
ly had no intention of travelins to 
Nicaragua to retrieve Powell’s 
body from the country whose gov¬ 
ernment Powell worked to topple. 

niiere’s no way I am going or 
any member of this family is go¬ 
ing into a Communist coun^. 
Jimmy wouldn’t have wanted ns 
to cooperate with a Communist 
country.” declared Rose PoweU. 

Her comment came after a Ni¬ 


caraguan government official 
called the Powells and the family 
of another American victim and 
offered them safe passage to iden¬ 
tic and retrieve the men’s bodies. 

Commercial pilot Powell, 36, 
and Huntsville, Ala., police detec¬ 
tive Dana Herbert Pwker Jr., also 
36, died last Saturday when their 
helicopter was shot down by Ni¬ 
caraguan forces. 

Both men went to Nicaragua on 
a mission sponsored by Mid-South 
groups formed as a support 
network for rebels who are nght- 
ing the Sandlnista government. 

Mrs. Powell said she was 
"shocked” Wednesday when a top 
official of the Sandlnista govern¬ 
ment telenhoned her home and 


offered the family safe passage to 
claim her son’s body. 

She said the official was polite 
and sympathetic, but remained si¬ 
lent when she told him the family 
wanted the body returned 
through US. government chan¬ 
nels. 


"I expressed an interest in his 
body being sent back. He reaUy 
didn’t respond to that.” 9ie said 
she understood the official was 
Nicaragua's secretary of styte. 

“It was highly irregular for him 
to even call ns. We’ve'got embas¬ 
sies to handle this.” 

Mrs. Powell said the family was 
letting the State Department han¬ 
dle negotiations and was stairing 
in close contact with the office of 
Rep. Don Sundqnist (R-Tenn.). 
"It's all got to be cleared throu^ 
them first.” 

Ihe State Department, mean¬ 
while, has warned Parker’s father 
imainst accepting a free trip to 
mcaragna to identify his aim’s 
body. 

But Dana Parker Sr. told the Bir¬ 
mingham Post-Herald he’s pre¬ 
pared to deal directly with the Ni¬ 
caraguan government unless “my 
is brought home quickly. 

* State nrpniKimirmt 


1 





tgpresen tative called h i« h/>m* 
woniy after the Nicaraguans of¬ 
fered to fly him free to their na¬ 
tion and “guarantee my safety” 
while he identified the body. 

“They said the Nicaraguans 
knew better than this; that this 
Was not the way things were 
done,” Parker said last night from 
his home in Morristown, Tenn. 
"They didn’t say I would be break¬ 
ing any laws but they made a pret¬ 
ty strong suggestion that I not go 
. . . and I guess I have to give 
them time to try it” 

Mrs. Powell said she tried to be 
polite in her conversation with 
the Sandinista because “I didn't 
want to make mad. This is the 

country that has our son’s body.’’ 

Mrs. Powell said she sees propa¬ 
ganda value for the in 

naving the Powell and Parker 
families visit the Central Ameri¬ 
can nation to identify the bodies. 

would think it would certainly 
be a lot of publicity for them.’’ 

Joel Wood, press secretary for 
Snndquist, agreed. ’’I think in 
light of the enorts at propaganda 
ttot the Nicaraguan government 
has made in the last 24 to 48 hours, 
the State Department is doubly 
sensitive about doing absolutely 
all it can to expedite the remains 
back to the country. 

*'l guess it’s not so surprising for 
the Nicaraguans to try to play off 
the families against the govern¬ 
ment, to try to tell the families 
that the State Department doesn’t 
give a damn,” said Wood. 

Powell’s dental records were 
sent to Nicaragua from Miami yes¬ 
terday, said Wood. He said despite 
the Nicaraguans’ “propaganda” 
effort, the State Depar^ent ex¬ 
pected no difficulty in securing 

release of the bodies^_ 

And members of Congress were' 
told that confirmation of Powell’s 
death and the return of his body 
were “proceeding normally’’ 
through diplomatic channels. No 
timetable was given, however, by 
State Department spokesmen who 
said they were reljdng on cooper¬ 
ation of the Sandinistas. 

Meanwhile, Mrs. Powell said 
the family was iniik<ni^ tentative 
fn a a reyaw angements. 2 
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Memphis meeting 
was starting point 
for ill-fated flight 


By WILUAM a BAYNE 


The genesis of six Americans’ 
ill-fated trip to Honduras was a 
meeting Aug. 1 at Veterans of For¬ 
eign Wars Post 4935. 

Mario J. Calero was guest 
speaker at the meeting, billed as 
“Truth on Central America’* and 
sponsored by the Qvilian Refu¬ 
gee Military Assistance (CRMA) 
group of Memphis and the Civil¬ 
ian Slilitary Assistance (CMA) 
group of Decatur, Ala. 

Calero is the U.S. representative 
for the CIA-backed riicaraguan 
Democratic Force, which is ught- 
ing the leftist Sandinista govern¬ 
ment of Nicaragua. Calero is 
based in New.Orleans. 

Bill Naylor, a free lance photog¬ 
rapher who writes a newsletter 
for the Phantom Division, Ten¬ 
nessee Airborne, a military his¬ 
torical organization and paramili¬ 
tary group that aims to maintain 
the tnulitlon at the airborne, said 
he attended the meetiim for his 
new^etter, “Wings and ^es." 


also included a Cuban who was 
run out of Cuba by the Castro re¬ 
gime; Don Gilmore, head of the 
CRMA, and Tom Posey, head of 
the CMA in Alabama. Others at¬ 
tending included Jim Turney, 
head of the CMA unit in Collier-; 
ville, and Cliff Albright, com- ^ 
mander of the Phantom Division, 
Tennessee Airborne. 

“There was no open solicitation 
for anyone to go and fight or go 
personally and help,’’ Naylor said. 
'iThey were asking for contribu¬ 
tions — cash, clothing, boots and' 
shoes. ’’ 


He said he was Invited to the; 
meeting hy members of the 
CRMA, which he joined. 

“Basically it was a humanltar-' 
ian fund-raising drive to help the! 
Nicaraguan people living in the! 
refugee camps in Honduras,” Nay¬ 
lor said. 

Honaia speakers at the mooting 


He said there was no request for 
food “because food can be bought 
cheaper there than here,” but the 
needs for medical supplies were 
emphasized. 

About 60 or 70 people attended, 
the meeting, he said. 

Albright, one of the six men 
who went to Honduras, said as far 
as he was aware, the plan for the 
trip to Honduras evolved from 
that meeting. ' 






Soldier harve^ 
is^ plehtil^ 

in, fields of 
North AlabarSa 
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By MICHA EL KELLEY m ..i^ 

awnitporitr 

HUNTSVILLiE. Ala.—There-was a lot of 
talk for years here about decorktiug the 
entire len^ of Memorial Parkway with 
American flags. They finally settled for a 
monument to Madison County b 03 ^ who 
lost their lives fighting American ene¬ 
mies. 

Everywhere you look in Huntsville, 
from the prominent Confederate statue 
at the front door of the courthouse to 
Disabled American Veterans Bridge, 
there are reminders of the military ori¬ 
entation of North Alabama. 

Soybeans may be the main crop here, 
but this soil produces a lot of soldiers too 
—official ones as well as the freelancers 
like Huntsville police investigator Dana 
Parker. 

Parker and James Powell ID of Mem¬ 
phis were killed Saturday in the crash of 
their helicopter, shot down near the 
Ronduras-Nicaragua border. Parkco* was 
a member of Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tance, a group founded a year ago by 
Parker, Tommy Posey of nearby Decatur, 
Ala., and three other Vietnam veterans 
from this area to fight communism in 
Central America. 

North Alabama has more than its 
share of potential Dana Parkers. There 
are 15,000 Vietnam veterans in Madison 
County alone, said Joe Armstrong, a 
member of the national Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans of America who split from the local 
chapter over philosophical differences 
with other leaders. 

Armstrong, who teaches history at the 
University of Alabama-Huntsvllle. won 
five Purple Hearts in Vietnam, but 
doesn’t approve of the activities of Tom¬ 
my Posey and the Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tance group. 

"You’re going to find eveiywhere you 
go people who want to live in the ’60s and 
705, and they can’t find anything they 
can deal with-in the real world,’ Arm¬ 
strong said. ‘‘The only thing they have in 
common with the people they hang out 
with is that they all served in Vietnam.’’ 

Soldiers of fortune, mercenaries, sur- 
vivalists and paramilitarists of every 
stripe exist in North Alabama, but prob- 
'ably not in any greater numbers than 
anywhere else,’ m local veterans and 

S in enthusiasts. Vniat has survived here 
nger than ih other Southern regions is 
Ute Ku Klux Klan, which conducted par¬ 
amilitary trainiim camps for several 
years here in the and early ‘80s. 

A klan mediber in FUkvlUe launched 
his bid for the major’s office in May by 
haying the main issue was keqdng the 
town of 1,310'white. But toe orgimixation 
Urns been keOp^ a low profile, observ- 
m say, sihcs nine members were Indkt- 
ad this spring for allegedly vMatinmtoe 




et ^rt g ht s of black marchers Irom the 
itouthem Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence in 1979. Two klansmen and two 
marchers were wounded in an exchange 
of gunfire at the rally. 

roan members say they shut down the 
training camps under the threat of a law¬ 
suit by the Montgomery Southern Pover¬ 
ty Law Center. 

In 1981, an Alabama klan member was 
arr^ad Ja. Louisiana as he pr e pa r e d t o 





boanlJLjK>at for Domla i e a. He 
vent to federal prison for violat* 
Ing the Neutrality Act by helping 

J trepare a military expedition 
rom the United States. 

^ That evidently is the basis for 
the reported FBI investigation of 
Posey’s grow, which has been 
traveling to S Salvador and Hon> 
dares on combat and training 
missions for about a year. 

Posey, a flamboyant former Ma> 
line corporal, complains that if 
diarges are filed “it will be the 
first time in history that Ameri¬ 
cans have been prosecuted for 
fighting communism” in this 
country. 

Posey claims a membership of 
3S0 to 400, including people who 
Support the organization with 
money and supplies but don’t par¬ 
ticipate directly, and says the 
group gets no government aid or 
support. 

In recent interviews he has 
ducked the issue of combat by 
members of the group in Central 
America, saying the organization 
guit canying arms in late March 
end concentrated on helpi^ sup¬ 
ply and train rebels fighting the 
Nicaraguan Sandinista regime. 

' But in an interview with the 
Huntsville Times in January, be 
said he had fired 100 rounds from 
his Ml rifle at government troops 
on patrol near the Honduras-Ni- 
caraguan border “in self-de¬ 
fense," and explained the butt of 
his rifle had been discolored, per¬ 
haps, by someone “running mto 
it.*^ 

Posey said he had been a survl- 
valist after leaving the National 
4ynard four or five years ago, and 
decided to thrust himself into 
Central American politics about a 
year imo after a Soviet plane shot 
down Korean Air Lines night 007, 
carrying more than 200 people to 
their dimths. 

A notion gainiim steam here 
since the Civilian lulitary Assis¬ 
tance activities have been jiubli- 
cized is that this is a hotbed of sur- 
vivalist and paramilitary activity. 

A downtown gim shop operator 

who would identify himself only 
asJJohnsy” disputed ^hat 




i 


Jpim. sa les are goo d l«re. A e 
8Ud, ^'we bave shops in Decatur 
and Florence. For every gun you 
sell all over North Alabama, you 
sell two or three here in Hunts¬ 
ville." he said. The shop’s stock on 
display includes Chinese and 
American semi-automatic riHes 
designed with one purpose in 
mind—military combat 

But he said the guns probably 
wouldn’t seU if this weren’t the 
location of the Redstone Arsenal, 
a military complex here that em- 
|doys abut 10.000 civilians in de¬ 
fense-related research and pro¬ 
duction. including laser research 
and other high-technology. 

This also is one of the Nadonal 
Aeronautics and ^ce Adminis¬ 
tration installations, and Boeing 
has announced plans to come 
here because it is ruiming out of 
available space in Wichita and 
Seattle. 


A Navy recruiter who asked 
that his name not be used de¬ 
scribed Madison County as the 
hest recruiting spot in the nation 
for the military. 

"We very seldom run across any 
negatives as far as the military 
goes,” he said. "We have a lot of 
retired military people from all 
branches of the service here.’’ 

As for the CMA group, he said, 
"If these guys feel so strongly 
about it, I don’t see why they don’t 
Join the military." 

That’s because It Is "glamorous 
to be a soldier of fortune," said 
Armstrong of the WA. "These 

E ys go to movies and see this 
ad of thing, and to them it’s al¬ 
most like a foreign legion or 
something. 

"A lot of them grew up on farms. 
They’ve been handling guns all 
their lives. A lot of people think 
it's fashionable to play military 
now. A lot of these survivalists go 
out and use these little guns that 
shoot paint balls. If they don’t get 
hit with a little paint b^. they Ve 
survived. 

"Ilookathim (Parker) as a man 
who enjoyed playing soldier, en¬ 
joyed playing war. He took his va¬ 
cation time and put into practice 
what other people play." 




( 
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WASHINGTON -> To hear Tom' 
PoMjr tell it. "it will be the first 
time in history that Americans 
have been prosecuted for fighting 
commonisin" if federal charges 
ere filed against him and his para¬ 
military group. 

The law which has Posey so cer¬ 
tain is the U5. NeutraliQr Act 

The same law. however, has 
some raising doubts about Posey 
and his Civilian Military Assis¬ 
tant group and whether both 
complied bv going to Central 
Aiuerica and getting invcdved in 
its conflicts. 

A former U.S. attorney general, 
for instance, asks wheuer the 
federal government won't be 
guilty of a "double standard" and 
more if it charges Haitian exiles 
with violating the neutrality law 
but doesn't hold Posey's group to 
account for aiding Nicaraguan 
rebels. 


Rep. Dan Gllckman, a Kansas 
Democrat Just back from Nlcara- 

S a and El Salvador, wonders if 
ngress and the Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee on which he serves 
shouldn't look at the law to make 
sure it forbids adventures by U.S.i 
soldiers of fortune, whether or 
not they are paid. i 

Also said to be asking questions 
is the FBI, although neither it nor 
the U3. Department of Justice, 
which oversees the bureau, will 
comment officially even on 
whether an investigation is going 
on. I 

Asked about the neutrality sta¬ 
tute, however, and the answers 
are forthcoming. The law is still 
on the books, still actively en¬ 
forced and still the subject of two 
cases in federal court. 


One case, in fact, centers on the 
US. role in Nicaragua, where a 
Memphis civilian and an off-duty 
Alabama National Guardsman 
died last weekend while flying a 
rebel helicopter on a trip that Ci¬ 
vilian Military Assistance helped 
organize. 

The court challenee, brou^t 
by US. Rep. Ron DeUums (D^- 
lif.), asks ue Justice Department 
to investigate whether covert US. 
aid to Nicaraguan rebels breaches 
.the Neutrality Act's prohibition 
fgainst Americans getting in¬ 
volved in attempts to overthrow 
^reira governments with which 
States is notaUBBCie 







t 


11^. Atty . Gen. Willia m Frenc h 
SHuu d^ends his depSSent’s 
stand against an investigation by 
saying that the Neutrality Act 
"reaches only unauthorized acts 
of individuals, not those taken as 
a part of official policy.” 

U.S. Dist. Judge Stanley Weigel 

California twice in the last 10 
months has told Smith to get on 
with the investigation witnln 90 
days. 

When it comes to the second 
case, the Justice Department has 
taken the lead in prosecuting 13 
Haitians for plotting their gov¬ 
ernment’s overthrow. 

To former U5. Atty. Gen. Ram¬ 
sey Clark, however, ’This new Ni¬ 
caraguan incident simply illus¬ 
trates the point” he says he and 
other lawyers involved in the Hai¬ 
tians’ defense will make next 
week in U3. District Court in New 
Orleans. 

That point, says Clark, is that 
the Reagan Justice Department 
has engaged in “diacriininatory 
.prosecution” in Neutrality Act 
cases, depending on whether a 
foreign power is friendly or not. 

Acrarding to Clark, "Haitians 
■re rounded up and entrapped by 
the United States government 
Into planning to Invade Haiti 
when they have no real means to 
and no intention to, and they’re 
prosecuted for it, while people in¬ 
cluding U.S. citizens engaged in 
direct violence against Nicaragua 
are not only not prosecute for it; 
they’re aided and abetted in many 
ways.” 

Justice Department spokesmen 
deny any such selective prosecu¬ 
tion..^. -- 
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WASHINGTON — Nicaraguan 
rebels have raised more than $10 
Billion dollars in the last six 
■months from private cor^ra- 
tions and individoals in the Unit- 
mi States and from foreign gov¬ 
ernments, including Israel, 
Argentina, Veneznela, Guatema¬ 
la, and Taiwan, according to Rea¬ 
gan administration offidals and 
rebel leaders. 

Bach of the foreign govern¬ 
ments has denied any Involve¬ 
ment with the rebels, or "con¬ 
tras." 

The money* has enabled the 
main rebel group, the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Force, to continue its 
military activities despite re¬ 
duced support from the Central 
Intelligence Agency, rebel 
leaders said. 

Nicaraguan rebel leaders said 
many private American sup¬ 
porters have expressed concern 
about Soviet and Cuban activities 
in Central America and have of¬ 


fered money to help offset outside 
support of the Sandinistas. 

Administration officials said 
the CIA had advised the rebels 
about their fund-raising efforts 
Imt had not solicited funds for 
them and had not contributed any 
'money itself beyond the amount 
authorized by Congress. 

Last year. Congress limited CIA 
expenditures for the rebels to $24 
million in 1984 and prohibited 
any other direct or indirect sup- 

E rt when that money ran out. 

ingress has refused to provide 
additional money requested by 
the administration. 

The House Select Committee on 
Intelligence, however, has indi¬ 
cated that it is not satisfied with 
agency assurances that it has re¬ 
mained within the spending limit 
and is investigating how true reb- 
have sustained their opera¬ 
tions, lawmakers said. 

Committee members said that 
contributions by nivate individ¬ 
uals and corporations in the Unit¬ 
ed States may violate the Neutra¬ 
lity Act, which bars private 
support or participation in mili- 
taj^^jggppditicms against foreign 


i 
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guvefain^iits aikt am Ji peace 
with the United States. Althon^ 
relations between Washington 
and Managua have been strained, 
the two countries have continned 
to exchange ambassadors and are 
currently engagedjln negotia¬ 
tions Mined at resoling 
ferenoes. 

In addition, fliere is otmoem in 
Congress that money proMded by 
other governments could have 
been drawn from US. forMgn aid 
programs. 

Administration officials said 
that Israel and the other nations 
tiiat have contributed money to 
the rebels have not diverted 
American assistance. Rather, titey 
said, the countries have helped 
the rebels with their own money 
because they have a common in¬ 
terest in combating communism 
and, in the case of Israel and 
Taiwan, hope to expand commer¬ 
cial markets for their products in 
Latin America. 

Outside aid to the rebels be¬ 
came the focus of attention after 
two private American citizens, 
Dana H. Parker Jr., a police detec¬ 
tive from Huntsville. Ala., and 
James Powell III, a part-time 
flying instructor from Memphis, 
were killed Sept. 1 when their he¬ 
licopter was shot down in Nicara¬ 
gua during a rebel air raid on a 
military training school in Santa 
Clara, near the Honduran border. 

The administration has denied 
any connection with the air at¬ 
tack or involvement in the parti¬ 
cipation of the Americans, the 
first known American casualties 
in the three-year-old Nicaraguan 
conflict. 

^ Rebel leaders said that much of 
Ihe private money raised in the 
United States has been channeled 
to the insurgents through the Hu¬ 
man Development Foundation 
Inc., in Miami. Ihe foundation 
has solicited donations in recent 
months in newspaper advertise¬ 
ments around the country. 

The foundation, according to 
the rebel leaders, was one of a 
number of such organizations es¬ 
tablished to allow individuals and 
private corporations to make do¬ 
nations to Ute rebels for refugee 
assistance. This system, which 
the leaders said was modeled on 
CIA money-handling networks, 
was designed to protect donors 
from pomble violations of the 
neutrality Act > . .. 
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KeBeTteaders said contribu¬ 
tions from foreign governments 
bad been sought since their oner- 
ations began in 1981. Before the 
United Stetes became involved in 
aiding the rebels, Argentina, and 
to a lesser extent Venezuela, were 
the main contributors, according 
tcLadffiinistration officiahu.^^ 
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ByWBAIAM THOMAS 

. Despite the deaths of two South* 
wrners and a mounting national 
furor over U5. Involvement in 
Nicaragua, a Collierville organi- 

P tion is pushing ahead with its 
forts to aid anti-government 
guerrillas in that strife-torn 
dountiy. 

Jim Turney, head of the CoUler* 
ville branch of die Civilian Mili¬ 
tary Assistance group (CMA), dis- 
cloeed yesterday that M boxes of 
fuppUes had been collected, pack¬ 
aged and inventoried for ship¬ 
ment from Memphis to a New Or¬ 
leans warehouse that serves as a 
distribution point for rebel aid. 

Turney, who runs a military 
ahrplus store on the Collierville 
Square, quickly pcdnted ont that 
the shipment contains no guns, 
ammunition or other combative 
eqmpment There are 13 boxes 
full of medical supplies and one 
box of green shirts," he said. 
"Opea any box and see for your¬ 
self.” Although Turney deals in 
guns, he said, ”I would not be in- 
vcdved in supplying any type of 
Isaaponry to mGaragua.” 

' Turney said the Collierville 
CMA has been rounding up sup¬ 
ines for the Nicaraguan “Con¬ 
tras” for a year. He said the pre¬ 
sent shipment — mostly medical 
supplies valued at S2,700 — was 

E vided largely by three donors: 

iself, CMA member Anthony 
Surrat, and a man who wantixl to 
remain anonymous. 

Although some of the medical 
supplies were picked up locally, 
Turney said he was not at liberty 
to name the actuaT sources. 

“These items are all strictly le¬ 
gal.” he said, "but I don’t want to 
put the sources in jeopardy with 
any of their oo-workers — and 
that might happen.” 

Turney made the statement as 
the inventory was completed in 
the rear of his store yesterday by 
CMA members, including Loo 
McKnight. the pilot who Oew the 
Ill-fated parQr of Southerners to 
Nicaragua last week. Before that 
misdon ended, two members of 
Hie party — Dana Parker of Ala¬ 
bama and James Powell HI of 
Memphis — were killed when 
their helicopter was shot down 
near the Honduran-Nicaraguan 
border. 

' Despite the deaths, McKnight 
sa id he-wonld go back ts Mi ea w - 





gnaJlJAANew York minntp” if h«» 

S ot the chance; **I wouldn’t be 
lesitant about making a trip 
there or anywhere else.” 

Ironically, it was McKnight, a 
free-lance Memphis truck driver 
and a Vietnam veteran, who 
taught Powell to fly. “We grew up 
together in Bartlett and I’d known 
him all my life,” said the 37-year- 
old former helicopter gunner. 
“He was not a mercenary. On the 
contrary, he was the ultimate pa¬ 
triot.” 

AccordiM to McKnight, Powell 
flew the CMA group’s private 
plane from Memphis’ Charles Ba¬ 
ker Airport to New Orleans at the 
outset of the Nicaraguan Journey. 
McKnight then flew the plane 
from New Orleans to Nicaragua. 
He denied reports that the plane 
might have used a government 
airstrip in Honduras. 

“I landed that plane, myself, at 
Toncontin International Airport 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras. “I used 
civilian charts and that’s the only 
airport I could find. ’There may be 
a government airfield around 
somewhere, but it wasn’t on my 
charts.” 

McKnight, handsome in his 
black-billed cap and khaki mili¬ 
tary shirt, said he went to Nicara- 

g a because he believes the anti- 
ndinista rebels are “fighting 
our fight” against the Commun¬ 
ists. 

What happened in the jungles 
of that country, however, came as 
a complete surprise to the CMA 
party. 

“It was surprising because we 
weren’t supposed to be involved 
in any military action,” said 
McKnight, who spent his time in 
Nicaragua working on a gener¬ 
ator and installing a siren wam- 
ingin a field hospital. 

^This was in a refugee camp, 
where there were both civilians 
and military people,” he said. “It 
was really out in the boonies. 
There were women who spent all 
da ym e h^ tg tortillas by hand. 





Thl^rhmT’a primitive *trospiTbl 
equipped with a couple of wooden 
boards for operating tables. (The 
<!MA Is looking for two operating 
tables to include In its next ship¬ 
ment) The operating room had 
only one light And it flickered.” 

McKnight said the men in the 
Ill-fated rebel helicopter were 
practicing steep approaches and 
takeoffs in the mountainous 
country. 

‘The terrain is so steep that the 
people there think anyUiing less 
than a 45-degree grade is flat. 
They had a couple of stretchers 
tied on either side of the heli¬ 
copter, a Huey 500, and this 
dumges the way it handles. So 
they were practicing steep ap¬ 
proaches and takeoffs. In a mili¬ 
tary situation, you’ve got to do 
that: You’ve got to get in and then 
get the hell out of Dodge. 

“I was working about 300 yards 
away and was not aware when 
they left on this mission. The 
chopper was coming and going 
and so there wasn^t anything 
weird about it. I don’t know how 
far they went when they headed 
out for the last time because that 
point isn’t on the charts, either. 
And, since I wasn’t there—at the 
sight of the crash — I have no 
earthly idea what actually hap¬ 
pened. But every Tom, Dick and 
Harry who ever went bird hunt¬ 
ing has been speculating on it. 
The fact is, only three people 
know for sure. And they can’t tell 
anybody.” In addition to Powell 
and Parker, a Contra pilot also, 
died in the helicopter crash. 

McKnight is certain that the 
three didn’t go out on their mis¬ 
sion for the money. 

“We paid our own way. 1 will ad¬ 
mit that I did get a little help: I got 
$140 for fuel for the airplane. But 
that was it Of course, it didn't cost 
a lot. 1 ate €-rations and hard 
beans and rice. I ate so many 
beansthat I got sick of them in the 
short time I was there.” 

Although the deaths of the two 
Americans forced the group to cut 
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sbiOTi rrs stay by one day, 
McKnigbt believes be saw 
enough to convince bim that tbe 
rebels need help. 

“Tbeir weapons were in sucb 
bad shape some of them wouldn’t 
work. When I was a noncom in the 
army, if my troops had weapons 
like that they’d be doing four 
years of pushups. These guns 
were total rust. I told ’em how to 
drain old motor oil, mix it with 
kerosene and use it for gun oil.” 

McKnigbt is a firm believer in 
tbe domino theory: If one small 
country goes to the Communists, 
the rest will fall like a row of dom¬ 
inoes. 

”1 consider they’re fighting our 
war,” be said, ”it’s Just that we 
ain’t got down there yet If we 
don’t help them, the next people 
we’re going to be helping is tbe 
border patrol along the llbcican- 
American border.” 

McKnigbt said the uproar over 
tbe Nicaraguan incident has left 
the impression that there are a 
good number of Americans in¬ 
volved there. He said this is not 
the case. 

’’Outside of our party. I didn’t 
see one other American in Nicara¬ 
gua. But 1 did see an American as 
soon as we landed in Honduras on 
the way back. This guy was from 
the U.S. Embassy and be ^owed 
up in about 30 minutes aher we 
arrived. He said since we were ci¬ 
vilians be couldn’t tell us what to 
do. But be said in his opinion it 
would be best if we got out of 
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^^HINGTON — Republican 
and Democratic leaders of the 
1 ^®*® Intelligence Committee 
wdyesterday they were satisfied 
uie CIA had no prior contact with 
Tenhessee and Alabama paramili- 
tay groups and the government 
did not actively encourage pri- 
v^ aid to Nicaraguan rebels. 

But another group of congress¬ 
men, led by Sen. Ted Kennedy (D- 
Mass.) and Rep. Jim Leach (R- 
towa), said laws may have been 
Wolated^th the help of U.S. offi¬ 
cials in B1 Salvador. 

The separate reports showed 
continued division In Congress— 
even among Democrats — over 
whether to meke the per&milit&ry 
^vities a mi^or issue in the de¬ 
bate over Central American poli- 
^ rad particularly aid to th^ 
^hting the Sandinista regime in 

Although the House has refused 
I® Vpropriate more money for 
md to the rebels (known as “con- 
fras”), it may come up e gwtn if 
Congress is forced to pass a con¬ 
tinuing budget resolution before 
adjourning in three weeks. With¬ 
out a second vote, some Demo¬ 
crat fear the administration 
might be free under a continuing 
resolution to resume S24 million 
in coven aid next year. 

The intelligence committee met 

in secret for nearly two hours 
mth officials of the State rad De¬ 
fense departments rad Central In¬ 
telligence Agency to review what 
mey toew of a recent mission by 
C^IIIaa Military Assistance; in 
t^ch James Powell m of Mem- 
Wim rad Dana Parker of Hunts¬ 
ville, Ala., died in a helicopter 
crash. 

(R-Ariz.) 

said CIA officials testified they 
were aware of Civilian Military 
Assistance but not of the group’s 
mission. They also said they had 
no relationship with CMA or ray 
<mntact before the mission by the 
utree Memphians and three Ala¬ 
bama National Guardsmen. Gold- 
water said. 

Goldwater said questions 
weren't asked about whether U3.- 
bui)tJ2Bses in Honduras may have 
been used by the CMA ifl t M a p t i ’ 




. The ran king Demo orati t an . 
Daniel Moynihan (D>N.Y.), only 
dissented on one Mint. He said 
some committee Ixmocrats, in- 
dnding himself, were concerned 
that the State Department did not 
discourage the CMA activity and 
thus encouraged it. 

Kennedy and other members of 
the Arms Control and Foreign 
Policy Caucus focused on the al¬ 
leged failure df US. agencies to 
stop CMA and on actual assistance 
to the ^up provided by a US. 
Army liaison officer to the Salva¬ 
doran Army. The caucus issued a 
report analyzing 30 possible viola¬ 
tions of US. and international law 
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Nicaragua " 
ponders suit 
to stop aid 

ByMARYDEIBEL 

From ’Tho Commorctel Apptal 
WiMMnfton Bwomi 


WASHINGTON — The Nicara-* 
guan government is considering 
filing suit in US. federal court to 
stop private parties from helping 
anti-Sandinista rebels, an attor¬ 
ney for Nicaragua said yesterday. 

The court action would be 
against mercenaries and volun¬ 
teers who have joined the rebel 
forces as well as against fund-rais¬ 
ing groups in the United States 
and elsewhere, said Washington 
lawyer Paul Reichler. 

Two Americans were killed re¬ 
cently while helping the rebels. 
Both were part of a six-man team' 
organized by Civilian Military Ask 
sistance, an Alabama-based panh 
military group. 

The State Department has ac-, 
knowledged the administration- 
decided not to thwart private citi¬ 
zens and foreign governments 
who want to help the rebels after 
Congress refused to approve more^ 
covert aid for them last June. 

Representatives of the rebels 
have estimated they are raising 
about S1.5 million a month from 
sources here and abroad in addi¬ 
tion to contributions of military- 
related and medical suppliea 

Reichler declined to sav in 
which court Nicaragua would file i 
suit but said: ‘T think it’s most un¬ 
wise to be contributing to the so- 
called ’contras’ in the first place, 
and I think it would be even more 
unwise now in light of the lawsuit 
becanseof the loss of anamoaily.’* 
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I^sguided patric^ 



-TWO M EMBERS of an AlabamM^ 
based civilian paramilitary organi^ 
zation called Civilian Military Assis> 
tance were killed last week in a 
military helicopter crash inside 
Nicaragua. 

The two men, Dana Parker Jr. of 
Huntsville, Ala., and James Powell in 
of Memphis, had gone to Nicaragua 
to assist rebels fighting that coun¬ 
try’s Marxist government. Two other 
Memphians and two other Alaba¬ 
mians returned unharmed from the 
mission, later described by one CMA 
member as a humanitarian effort 
that had “turned into a real bag of 
worms.” 

' He’s right about that 

Though the motives of the men, 
a number of whom are members of 
the Alabama National Guard, appear 
to be unselfish, questions have been 
raised about the legality of the oper¬ 
ation and about the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration’s role in the affair. 

In a private meeting with the 
Senate Intelligence Committee ear¬ 
lier this week, CIA officials said the 
agency had no advance knowledge 
of the mission. But the 135-member 
Arms Control and Foreign Policy 
Caucus, drawn from both houses of 
Congress, said it had fotind evidence 
that the CIA, the FBI and the Defense 
Department knew as long ago as last 
spring about the activities of the Ala¬ 
bama group. 

Exactly what the Reagan admin¬ 
istration knew — and when it knew 
it — may be difficult to pinpoint. 
Nonetheless, it is imperative that 
Congress pursue the matter, for 
more is at stake than the actions of a 
handful of well-intentioned, if mis¬ 
guided, patriots. 

The Neutrality Act prohibits pri¬ 
vate support or participation in mili¬ 
tary expeditions against foreign gov¬ 
ernments that are at peace ^th the 
United States. Though Nictffagua is 
not on good terms with the United 
States, the two countries are not at 
war and the Act must be presumed to 
apply to Nicaragua. 

Sen. Jim Sasser, (D-Tenn.), is 
concerned that the Reagan adminis¬ 
tration may have known about 
CMA’s activities and possibly even 
“tacitly encouraged” them, fr true, 
that would be a violation of the Neu¬ 
trality Act. 

The situation is complicated 
even more by CMA links with the 
Alabama National Guard. What 
rights do private citizens have to en¬ 
list in foreign wars in which there is 
no official U.S. government involve- 
ment? Wh at rights do mern^gXSLdipr- 


g anizatio ns such as the 
.Guard have to branch out into inM 
vidual military excursions? 

Rep. G. V. ‘Sonny’ Montgomery, 
(D'Miss.), an ultra-conservative 
member of the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee, is talking about in¬ 
troducing legislation that would pro¬ 
hibit members of the National Guard 
from participating in covert actions 
in other countri^, whether working 
for the government or acting on 
their own. 

“The National Guard is no long¬ 
er just a support for the regular 
forces, the Guard . . . now gets just 
as many missions as our active duty 
^units,” says Montgomery. "Involving 
-the Guard in covert activities, in ef¬ 
fect, puts active U.S. military person¬ 
nel into the action.’* 

Montgomery makes sense. Be¬ 
cause the Guard does provide spe¬ 
cialized military training, it is vul¬ 
nerable to misuse by government 
agencies and by private citizens who 
want to strike out on their own. To 
be effective, the Guard must be 
above suspicion; the best way to pre¬ 
serve its integrity is to impose stiff 
penalties on those who would violate 
its purpose. 

THE Guard, of course, is but a mi¬ 
nor issue in the CMA debate now tak¬ 
ing place in Congress. The larger is¬ 
sues are the rights of American 
citizens to fight their own private 
wars and the Reagan administra¬ 
tion’s role in encouraging the spread 
of civilian paramilitary organiza- 
,tions. ■ 

Nicaragua is an easy target It has 
a Communist-backed government 
that is h(»tile to American interests 
in the region. Those Americans who 
£0 there to assist Gie rebels in the 
overthrow of thfs goyeiyunent say 
fhey are motiva^.% patriotism. 

What if the same argument were 
used by Americans who wanted to 
overthrow the South African gov¬ 
ernment? What if they said they 
were motivated by patriotism to use 
violence to end South Africa’s policy 
of apartheid? Could the U5. govern¬ 
ment justify looking the other way? 

This country spends nearly $300 
billion a year, on defense. Hopefully, 
it has provided us with the best army 
money can buy. The securi^ that 
army provides is jeopardized — not 
enhanced — by the creation of civil¬ 
ian paramilitwy organizations that 
send patriots riding off into the sun¬ 
set, a la John Wayne, with handwrit- 
teneaMsies’ lists. ■ — 
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Qngress finds no agencies 


to paramilitary group 




JAMES W. BROSNAM—^ 

Hf^ TVit 
WBtMAftM t U T M U 

• WASHINGTON—The House Se¬ 
lect Committee on Intelligence 
joined its Senate counterpart yes¬ 
terday'In concluding that U.S. 
wencies were not involved in the 
uvilian Military Assistance para- 
gtilitary group or its six-man 
training mission to aid Nicara¬ 
guan rebels. 

; Tom Pose^ head of the Ala- 
hama-based OdA. wrote the Cen¬ 
tral Intelligence Agency in No- 
tember offering assistance, but 

} is letter was turned over to the 
ustice Department, the House 
and Senate committees were told. 
<tfficials also told the coi^ess- 
gaen that an agent from the Feder¬ 
al Bureau of Investigation was 
then dispatched to warn Posey 
about Double violations of the 
Neutrality Act which bars Ameri¬ 
cans from tr3dng to overthrow 

S ovemments with which the U5. 

I not at war. 

Posey yesterday confirmed 
writing to the CIA last year and 
being visited last April by an FBI 
agent who questioned him for 
about three hours about the 
group’s activities. 

“I wrote a letter last November. 
.1 said we were wanting to provide 
equipment basically to fight the 
Communists in Central America. 
But I never did get an answer. I 
figured they Just thought I was a 
crackpot. I didn’t think nothing of 
it. but we went ahead.” 

He said the letter, which came a 
couple of months before CMA 
members’ first trip to Honduras, 
asked ’’information as to how to 
doit." 

In other developments yester¬ 
day; 

a Delays continued on a posi¬ 
tive identification that would 
lead to a return to the US. of the 
bodies of James Powell in of Mem¬ 
phis and Dana Parker of Hunts¬ 
ville, Ala., the two CMA members 
killed in a helicopter crash Sept. 1 
near the Nicaraguan-Honduran 
border. Early yesterday, the State 
Department told Powell’s family 
that fingerprints would be re¬ 
quired in addition to dental re¬ 
cords already given to the Nicara¬ 
guan government. It could take 
several days for the fingerprints 
to be obtained from an Army per- 
sonnel center in St iaiHs janirt 





Joe l Wood , press secreOfy lUQlep. 
DOu SUinfquist (R-Tenn.). 

State Department spokesman 
John Hnghes said “a uttle vrog- 
ress had been made*’ despite ^‘pro¬ 
cedural obstacles." but spokes¬ 
men for the Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment insisted there were no such 
obstacles and that they did not 
ask for fingerprints. "All the in¬ 
formation has been given on 
Powell and they’re now working 
to identify the body." said Paul 
Reichler. a U.S. attorney repre¬ 
senting Nicaragua. He said the 
dental records on Parker have not 
arrived. 

• Rep. G. V. ’Sonny’ Montgo¬ 
mery (u-Miss.) said he plans to m- 
troduce a bill today that would 
bar National Gtiardsmen and re¬ 
servists from participating in pri¬ 
vate military missions outside the 
United States. Even when on non¬ 
active status, guardsmen could 
not participate in "soldier-of-for- 
tune' missions without authoriza¬ 
tion from their commanding of¬ 
ficer under the bill. 

• Jeanne Kirkpatrick, the U3. 
ambassador to the United Na¬ 
tions, yesterday repeated admin¬ 
istration claims that six Cuban ad¬ 
visers were killed in the air raid. 
But Nicaragua attorney Reichler 
called the claims “a complete lie." 
Nicaragua has said three young 

£ rls and a woman were killed in 
e air raid. 

The House and Senate intelli¬ 
gence committees were told yes¬ 
terday that despite some reports 
in which the Nicaraguan guerril¬ 
las claimed to have received $10 
million in private contributions, 
a more accurate estimate would 
be SI million. The government of¬ 
ficials briefing the committees 
said thev did not know the 
sources of the funds. 

The committees also were told 
ttiat CIA operatives with the reb- 
Sls left their encampment when 
the CMA mission arrived in late 
August 

Ihe letter to the QA came as Po- 
sev was organizing CMA, the com¬ 
mittees were told. According to 
sources, Posey complained in the 
letter about not bei^ able to con¬ 
tact the guerrillas in Honduras. 
Posey subsequently took small 
ammounts of ammun|ij[Q 2 LAnd 
supp ti e e se the Contras._ 
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Nicaraguan official waj:ns 

against private aid to rebels 




B y JAM.es W. BROSNAN . 

l^rom Tht Commtrclat A|)pMl 
WMhlfloton Bwtmu 

WASHINGTON —Nicaraguans 
today celebrate the overthrow of 
William Walker, a Tennessee- 
born adventurer who took con¬ 
trol of the country in ISSS.and 
held it for two years. 

And an embassy official here 
contends they will regard the lat¬ 
est action by six Tennessee and 
Alabama volunteers in Nicaragua 
as another exampld of illegal 
American intervention, this time 
government sanctioned. 

The Nicaraguan government 
will view any type of aid from pri¬ 
vate Americans, including mon¬ 
ey, medical supplies, clothing and 
training that goes to the Nicara¬ 
guan rebels or “contras" as ille¬ 
gal, said Francisco Campbell, 
councillor for ^litical affairs at 
the embassy. 

; But State Deputment mkes- 
man John Hughes said the united 
States will not discourse the Mid- 
South-based Civilian NUlitary As¬ 
sistance or other organizations 
from providing aid to the rebels 
that is “legal.” But neither the 
State Department nor the Justice 
Department, which is investtgat- 
ing CMA, has yet defined what aid 
is legal under the Neutrality Act 
and international law. 

Leaders of CMA have said they 
are .preparing new shipments of 
largely medical supplies and 
clothing for the rebels, despite 
the Sept. 1 deaths of James Powell 
m of Memphis and Dana Parker of 
Huntsville, Ala., when their heli¬ 
copter was shot down inside Ni¬ 
caraguan territory. 

Campbell said the United States 
should stop aid from such groups 
to the rebels and he rejected the 
conclusions of the House and Sen¬ 
ate Intelligence Committees that 
CMA did not receive US. help. 

“That defies logic. If you check 
this out ve^ clearly you Will see 
that Mr. (Tom) Posey land his 
group were clear in stating what 
their intentions were. They want¬ 
ed to link up with the terrorist 
counterrevolutionary forces to 
try to help in the overthrow of a 
government with which the Unit¬ 
ed States maintains diplomatic re- 
lat|ona .Tn^lte of these OtWTllifrte- 




clasediittentlons, agenciM •f4he 
U& government gave assistance 
to'^these individuals," said Camp¬ 
bell. 

He was referring to letters Po¬ 
sey,-a Decatur, Ala., grocer who 
organized CMA, sent to the CIA 
and contacts he made with U.S. 
Embassy personnel in El Salvador 
and Honduras. 

Campbell also said Nicaraguans 
do not understand the distinc¬ 
tions being made because the 
three Alabama National Guards¬ 
men on the mission were not on 
active duty. 

“These are, in fact. North 
Americans trainkl by the mili¬ 
tary forces of this country,” he 
said. 

Even concedi]^ the possibility 
that some Individuals might vol¬ 
unteer to fight ibe Sandinista gov¬ 
ernment on their own, Campbell 
blamed "the militarist tone” of 
the Reagan administration for 
"stimulating that type of behav¬ 
ior.” 

No progress was reported by 
late yesterday afternoon in the 
process of identifying Powell and 
Parker from the three bodies 
found at the scene, two of which 
were badly burned. 

The death of Parker — who was 
a Huntsville police officer — has 
prompted that city's police chief, 
^ Vizzini, to order an in-house 
review of the way his officers 
have spent their leaves since he 
became police chief in 1980. 

Vizzini said he ordered the re¬ 
view Wednesday to learn whether 
other officers took time off, like' 
Parker, to train "freedom fight¬ 
ers” in Central America. Parken 
was on a two-week lea^e of dlJ- 
sence set to expire Sept. 4 when he 
was killed. 

Vizzini declined to say whethdV 
disciplini^ action would be tak^., 
en if he discovered other officers’ 
had joined similar paramilita^' 
maneuvers. 

In a related development, U&' 
Rep. G. V. Montgomery (D-Miss.T 
introduced legislation yesterday 
that would bar members of the 
National Guard and reserves 
from participating in paramili" 
tary ventures in other nations.’ 
Parker was a member of the Al» 
bgjBa-National Guard. 





No body 
upsetting 
to family 








By WAYN E RISHER , . 

Two weeks after learning of 
James P. Powell Ill’s death in 
Nicaragua, his family is upset 
about the delay in returning his 
body and lack of information 
from U.S. officials. 

Relatives of the 36-year-old pilot 
said yesterday they were tired of 
waiting for officials in Managua, 
Nicaragua, to positively identify 
Powelrs body and return it to 
Memphis for burial. 

“So much of this is just so down¬ 
right puzzling to me,” said his 
mother. Rose Powell. “We don’t 
want to harass anybody. We just 
don’t know where to turn.” 

His sister, Rosanne Powell 
Blair, said, "It’s very frustrating. 
It’s not behind the families until 
we knouv when they’re going to 
release the bodies. We’re getting 
weary. It would be nice to get an 
identification on the body. We’d 
love to get him home.” 

Powell and Dana H. Parker Jr., 
36, of Huntsville, Ala., died Sept 1 
when the helicopter in which 
they were riding was shot down. 
The crash came after the heli¬ 
copter flew near an attack on a 
military school by rebel forces 
who are hying to overthrow Ni¬ 
caragua’s leftist Sandinista gov¬ 
ernment Friends of Powell say he 
and other Americans were on a 
rescue mission. 

Family members say they think 
the Sandinistas are responsible 
for the delay but they also are an- 
m at State Department officials 
for not keeping them pbs^ on 
identification efforts. 

Meanwhile, there was disagree¬ 
ment between U.S. and Nicara¬ 
guan officials about the adequacy 
of records supplied for identifica¬ 
tion. A Nicaraguan Embassy 
spokesman said the delay in¬ 
volved fingerprint records, but a 
State Department spokesman said 
the Nicaraguans have received 
sufficient records. 

Nicaraguan officials first called 
thftJamUies directly and ef i f eaed - 




t hem .safe passage t o. Cenpe l 
America to identuy and retrieve 
the bodies. The families opted to 
let the U.S. government make the 
arrangements. > 

“We re still at square one. We 
have not even received any sort 
of positive identification of the 
body,” said Mrs. Blair. “We don’t 
hear anything, and that concerns 
us.” 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Weeks expressed sympa¬ 
thy for the families of Powell and 
Parker but blamed the delay on 
the Sandinistas. 

“We have encountered certain 
obstacles in dealing with the Ni¬ 
caraguan govenment,” he said. 

He said part of the dhlay was 
that Powell’s family had not 
shipped fingerprint records rou¬ 
tinely used when American citi¬ 
zens are identified overseas. 

However, Mrs. Blair said State 
Department officials did not in¬ 
form the family of the need for 
fingerprints until last Wednes¬ 
day, about a week after the family 
sent dental and X-ray records to 
Managua. 

Told of Mrs. Blair’s statement. 
Weeks conceded officials may 
have initially neglected to tell the 
family about the need for finger¬ 
print records. However, l^e said 
those records are not considered 
essential for identification. i 

Weeks also confirmed w in¬ 
complete set of records haA)een 
received in Managua on one of 
the men, who went to Honduras 
in August as part of a six-man 
force representing a paramilitary 
group aiding Nicaraguan rebels. 


Mrs. Powell said she talked to 
Parker’s father, Dana H. Parker of 
Morristown, Tenn., on Supday 
and was told Parker’s dental and 
X-ray records never made it to 


Nicaragua. 

A; spokesman for the Nicara- 
eutn Embassy in Washington, 
Sarali Porter, said she knew noth¬ 


ing about the receipt of incom- 
ple^ records on Parker. 

“the last thing we knew about 
it the dental records and X- 
raysthey brought to Nicaragua 
werl not enough to identify the 
bodes. They were asking for 
SOEK fingerprints,” she said. 

A^ording to Mrs. Blair, the 
fanny last week wired money to 
PnSagua to pay for the return of 
Po«ll’s body to Memphis. 

li addition to the mix-up over 
th eheed fo r fingerprin t r^ords . 




Mrs. Powell said, Stat«-twiwi-t. 
ment officials have left the family 
uninformed. 

Mrs. Blair said although the de¬ 
partment was asked by Rep. Don 
Sundquist’s office to give the fam¬ 
ily daily reports, the fmily has 
had to rely on Sundquist s office 
for its information. 

Weeks said the lack of infoma- 
tion probably was due to lack of 
p rogress^ 
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Bf-fnams W. BROSNAN .. 

Prom TtM CommtrdBl AppMt 
wunmgtofi Butmu 

WASHINGTON — Officials in 
the office of Rep. Don Sundquist 
(R-Tenn.) were arranging yester¬ 
day to have the fingerprints of 
James Powell m flown to Nicara¬ 
gua today or tomorrow. 

Their efforts came amid rising 
concerns that a combination of 
Nicaraguan politicking and bu¬ 
reaucratic fumbling are dela)ring 
the return of the bodies of Powell 
and Dana Parker of Huntsville, 
Ala., to the United States. 

Meanwhile, Powell’s family in 
Memphis sent telegrams to Presi¬ 
dent Reagan, ^retary of State 
George Shultz, Gov. Lamar Alex¬ 
ander and Sens. Howard Baker 
and Jim Sasser (both R-Tenn.) 
urging their help to retrieve the 
bodies that have remained offi¬ 
cially unidentified since the two 
Americans were shot down in a 
helicopter over Nicaraguan terri¬ 
tory while helping Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

Joel Wood, Sundqnist's press 
secretary, said the representa¬ 
tive’s office stepped in to help 
with relaying the fingerorints to 
prevent “another fiasco’'^ like the 
one which saw a delay in the arri¬ 
val of Parker’s dental records. 
Those records did not arrive at 
the American Embassy in Nicara¬ 
gua until yesterday, after more 
than a week in transit 

The fingerprints were to be 
flown by Federal Egress from an 
Army Personnel (center in St. 
Louis to Miami and then by diplo¬ 
matic courier to Managua, Nicara¬ 
gua. 

But while some concerns about 
the bureacratic shortcomings 
were alleviated yesterday. Wood 
said they have been replaced by 
fears that Nicaragua is deliberate¬ 
ly stalling the identific ation pro - 





cess for propaganda valtlC. HS Was 
renting fo a statement attributed 
to Daniel Ortega, the Nicaraguan 
chief of state, at a press confer¬ 
ence Monday in Managua. 

‘Toreign Minister tuguel D’Es- 
cota has contacted the families. 
All indications are that the U.S. 
government has-pressured them 
not to show any interest in the re¬ 
turn of the bodies. The UE. gov¬ 
ernment has made no request and 
has simply set aside the wishes of 
the family,'* said Ort^a, accord¬ 
ing to a transcript of the press 
conference relayed to Wood by 
the State Department 

A spokesman for the Nicara¬ 
guan government could not be 
reached last night for comment 

Earlier, Nicaraguan Embassy 
rookesman Sarali Porta said, “I 
think records of both thej^ple 
have been turned over, we are 
very hopeful the identification 
process will be completed soon 
and bodies removed to the U.S.*’ 

But she was unable to supply a 
definite timetable. 

Wood said Ortim’s statement is 
“confirmation of our fears that 
the Nicaraguans are playing poli¬ 
tics with it” 

But Wood also said he told the 
State Department that he may ac¬ 
cept the Nicaraguan’s invitation 
to go to Managua as an emissary of 
the family if politics continues to 
interfere with the turnover of the 
bodies to the State Department 
and the Powell family makra that 
request 

State Department officials have 
been unable to explain why it has 
taken more than a week for some 
!Of the personal records to arrive 
^ the U.S. Embassy and why the 
[jtawells were not asked to supply 
.the fingerprints until Sept. 12, 
‘nearly a week after it was known 
^lat Powell had been shot down. 

1"; Testerday, members of Powell’s 
family said they were upset about 
the delay in returning his body 
und lack of information from U.S. 





Release” 
of bodies 
promised 
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^ JAMES W. BROSNAN 





WASHINGTON — The bodies of 
two Americans shot down over 
Nicara^ have been positively 
identified and should be turned . 
^er to U£. officials in 24 to 48 
hours, spokesmen for the Nicara- 
Soan government said yesterday. 

James Powell III of ilgwinhia 
and Dana Parker of Huntsville 
Ale., were identified from dental 
and other medical records, some 

of which only arrived in Mamagua 
Monday, said Nicaraguan j?m- 
bassy spokesman Sarali Porta. 


Powell and Parker, both 36. died j 

&pt. 1 after their helicopter was 
shot down near Santa Clara, Nica¬ 
ragua. The body of a Nicaraguan 
rebel also was recovered from the 
crash site. TTie Sandlnista govern¬ 
ment charged they were panici- 
pating in a rebel air raid, but four 
^er American volunteers from 
the Alabama-based Ovilian Mill- ! 
tary Assistance group they 
^re on a rescue miiarinn | 

, to recent days Powell's family 
to Memphis expressed anger at 
5P^„toe State Department and 
toe Nicaraguan government for 
toe delays. 

Nicaraguan officials yesterday 
blamed the delays on the State De- 
partment and said the family 
would have received quicker ac¬ 
tion had it'Visited Nicaragua in 
person. That was discouraged by 
the State Department, which sus¬ 
pected the .swnH^njjffus would try 
to use a visit by the family for pi 
litlcal value. 

Ms. Porta said the U.S. embassy I 
in Managua did not send a note to ' 
her government until Sept. 6. i 
three days after the Nicaraguans 
had announced the two men were 




ijiowim dental recorda-andwad 
Sept. 11 and the Nicaraguans then 
requested his fingerprints, she 
said. The fingerprints were due to 
arrive last night after the office of 
Rep. Don Sundqnist (RTenn.) ar> 
ranged to have them flown to 
Managua. Parker’s dental records 
did not arrive until Monday. 

*The mistake they made was to 
send the records by mail. Service 
is very slow to Nicaragua,** said 
Ms. Porta. 

Francisco Campbell, in charge 
of political affairs at the Nicara¬ 
guan Embassy, said the process 
was not deliberately delayed. 

. *‘We believe it would be very 
wrong to to try to exploit a p^ of 
^n ocent families,*^ said Camp- 

Joel Wood, Sundquist*s press 
secretary, was called by the Nica¬ 
raguans early yesterday, but by 
late afternoon the State Depart- 

E ent had not been officially In- 
nned about the ideqjiflcatiqn. 





Bodies of paramilitarists 
shipped from Nicaragua 


From Tho Commtrciat 
Washington Buroau 


WASHINGTON — The bodies of 
two Mid-Southerners killed when 
the helicopter they were flying 
' for Nicaraguan rebels was shot 
down in a Sept. 1 air raid will be 
^ returned to the United States to- 
" day, area congressional offices 
' have been told. 


The State Department notified 
^Rep. Don Sundquist (R-Tenn.) 
yesterday that the bodies of James 
P. Powell m of Memphis and Dana 
' Parker Jr. of Huntsville, Ala., will 
. arrive at 1:30 p.m. (EDT) at Miami 
..International Al^pit ajbbariS 0 
. commercial AeroNica flight. ':f 
; The Nicaraguan Einbra^' bon- 
* firmed the flight plan. 

^.Arrangements for taking the 


bodies of Powell and Parker from 
Miami to Memphis and Hunts¬ 
ville, respectively, had not been 
completed last night, accordii^ to 
Sundquist spokesman Joel Wood. 

Powell was a private pilot who 
flew helicopters in Vietnam, and 
Parker, another Vietnam veteran, 
was a Huntsville police detective 
who also served m the elite spe¬ 
cial forces unit of the Alabama Na¬ 
tional Guard. 

Both men, who were 37 years 
old. were part of a six-man team 
organized and sent to Join the Ni¬ 
caraguan guerrillas by Civilian 
^Military Asaistance. CMA. a year- 
.old paramilitary group, claims as 
inany as 1.000 members in Tennes¬ 
see. Mississippi and Alabama, 
where it is ba^. 
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^WUJA M THOMAS ■ ■ 

LAS VEGAS — She wore a T«hirt that said ’Hap- 
plness is a warm machine pm.** 

He ^rted a bumMr sticker that said “Fd rather 
be killing Commnnlsts in Central America." 

They met at the'Soldier of Fortune convention 
list week, and before you.conld say "George Pat¬ 
ton is mv kind of general," they Ml in love not 
with each other but with the rpaiyRc notion war 
is bliss and battle produces fbemriniate buzz. 

The Soldier of Fortune affair lasted only fom 
days but it contained Just about everything war 
lovers could ask of such a convention—nniforms, 
weapons, airplanes, excitement, noise, heroics, a 
taste of danger, and even a few field casualties. 

On hand were some 500 militaiy-minded men — 
and a few dozen women — clad in camouflage out¬ 
fits of every imaginable cut and stjie. One woman 
wore a camouflage bikini, another a camouflage 
evening gown. A man passed out camouflage coo¬ 
kies — “the covert munchie,” he caUed it — with 
directions for eating them on your next ambush. 

Before the convention ended one “soldier" 
bunged into a hotel swimming pool fully dressed 
in his camo pants and shirt. Another, Fritz Bor- 
chardt, a mountain climber from Boulder. Colo., 
stepped off the top of the 14-stoi7 Sahara addition 
and rappelled down the face of the building while 
somebody fired blanks at him and his partner. A 
little later a Los Angeles couple — he a macho¬ 
looking deputy sheriff with a Burt Reynolds mus¬ 
tache, she a glamorous blond bank manager — 
were married in camouflage wedding clothes. 

Brandishing enough weapons to start a small 
war of their own, the conventioneers swarmed 
into one of the strangest armed combat zones in 
America — one-armed Las Vegas — a city that as¬ 
sumes everyone starts out as a soldier of fortune 
and ends up as a veteran of misfortune, a terrible 
wound in the pocket. 

At first glance Las Vegas looked like an improba¬ 
ble place for these hjrperactive adtenturMS to go 
on maneuvers. Although one of the casinos of¬ 
fered a helicopter as a gambling prize, this 24-bour 
town seemed an unlikely spot to play war games 
and practice survival skills based on something 
othdr than the science of chance. 

What’s more, the soldier-of-fortune uniform 
clashed with the surroundings. For anyone who 
wears camouflage into a swanky hotel on the Las 
Vegas strip does not fade naturally into the back¬ 
ground. On the contrary, the uniform is so con¬ 
spicuous in this go-for-broke city that a man in a 
camouflage suit sticks out like a member of the 
AngeLs motoTcycle gang auditioning for the 
Mormimrabemacle choir. 

But Las Vegas will fool you in more ways than 
one. Surrounded by hard-scrabble desert and the 
r ugged Sp ring Mountains, it’s an idea l base fro m 
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wJxich to.g o forth to shoot guns across wf 4 a e p a n 
spaces, to climb sheer canyon walls, to run endur¬ 
ance cotirses in 112-degree heat, and to parachute 
onto a flat, dry lake bed only a few minutes from 
the city lights. 

At night the conventiongoers could return to 
one of the town’s plushest hotels where some 
nlayed shoot-’em-up games with guns that fired 
blobs of paint instead of bullets. A few held close- 
order drill in the halls, much to the dismay of 
would-be sleepers. But most gathered around the 
pool to watch the hand-to-hand combat: two men 
jabbing and slashing at one another with padded 
pugil sticks until the loser was knocked into the 
water. 

Self-punishing as this might sound, these are the 
kinds of things most Walter Mittys with olive drab 
dpeanuLdP when they go to a SOF conv eat iea i i A l- 
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tn»y nKe to boast S OF fw pe s 
ran up the biggest bar bill in the an¬ 
nals of Las Vegas — and some did, in¬ 
deed, drink an astounding quantity of 
booze from cups resembling human 
skulls — most came here in search of 
something besides barroom war stor¬ 
ies. 

“I wanted to find out if I could still do 
it," said John Cramer, 42, former para¬ 
trooper and an Illinois coal miner who 
has black lung disease. “This is a hell 
of a challenge for a man of my age and 
condition," he said, as he lay gasping 
for breath halfway around a desert ob¬ 
stacle course that almost beat him. 

“I wanted to know what I could and 
couldn’t do,” said Cramer, who regrets 
missing the Vietnam War. "Coal min¬ 
ers are like paratroopers, they don’t 

E ve a damn for nothin’. They like chal- 
nges.” 

It was a typical attitude. Day after 
day hundreds of self-^led comman¬ 
dos in search of their personal-best 
limits beaded for the desert where 
they tested themselves against phys¬ 
ical challenges that gave the conven¬ 
tion the air of a basic training camp in 
full swing. 


The question is: Who were these peo¬ 
ple who came to this high-rollers’ town 
and then spent most of their time rein¬ 
venting military experiences and 
studying the latest developments in 
tactics, weaponry and guerrilla war¬ 
fare? Who were they and what were 
they about? 

Generally they had short hair, were 
at least 35 years old, leaned to the po¬ 
litical right, believed in Ronald Rea¬ 
gan, hated Communists, and.looked as 
if they would fight anybody who tried 
to take their guns away. Before it was 
over they also proved they knew the 
words to “God Bless America” and 
could sing it with fervor. 

But their individual identities were 
something else: 

“Take the camouflage off any one of 
these guys and he’s your next-door 
neighbor,” said Bobby Reed, 34, a high¬ 
way patrolman from Walls, Miss. Reed 
teaches rookie highway patrolmen to 
shoot combat-style and comes to SOF 
conventions to compete in the three- 

£ in matches. He also believes the Sol- 
er of Fortune people are the salt of 
t he land: •" 








.*1 bet yo u « dollar, if it came down to 
tt,btieot these guys here wouldoe the 
first to stop on the side of the street 
and help you. Or if you ran out in the 
yard screaming he'd be the first one 
there. These people who stand in the 
window and won't get involved — 
nope, you're talking ^ut a different 
breed. The 8oldier-of*fortune guys be* 
lieve in the good old American way: 
help your feUow man. Look out for 
each other." 

Although many might disagree that 
the fans of war are just average, every¬ 
day Americans, it is true the annual 
get-together attracts a surprisingly 
wide range of the populace, tfore sur¬ 
prising, perhaps, is the fact a number 
of the most enthusiastic participants 
come from Memphis and the Mid- 
South. And they play key roles in this 
national paramilitar]r«vent 
They are people like Ronald &llner, 
h Memphis postman; linda Boland, a 
night dispatcher for Federal Express; 
Oavid Watson, an alcohol and tobacco 
tax agent; Steve Fyne, an •accountant; 
Oifton Albright,.a retired airlines pi¬ 
lot; Mike Donnally, a security officer; 
Sam Whitmore, a tile setter; Lou 
McKnigbt, a truck drive^,>lr. and Mrs. 
Jim Turney, operators of ah ac^sur- 

g us store in Collierville, and^ohn 
mw, who started out in Memphis real 
estate but m oow perhaps the most gift¬ 
ed combat shooter in the United States. 

The convention, put on by Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine of Boulder, Colo., at¬ 
tracted eqtially ordinary and extraor¬ 
dinary participants from other parts of 
the country. For example: 

There was a gynecologist from San 
Francisco wearing a T-shirt that said 
"Nuke Jane Fonda.” "I'm a frustrated 
soldier,” admitted Dr. Forrest Smith, a 
nugor in the reserves who would like 
to see some kind of military action.“If I 
thought I could make any money at it, 
Td go into the military full-time as a 
anrgeon. I love it.” 

There was a truck driver from Oma¬ 
ha, Neb., who helped set up the SOF's 
3V^-mile-loxig desert obstacle course. “I 
was in Vietnam in 1964-65,” said Dennis 
McCumber, who got drafted when he 
ran out of money in college. "I didn’t 
aee any combat, but I was on several 

r atrois. I enjoyed Vietnam. I really did. 

thought 4t was nice. Now I’m a mem¬ 
ber of the over-the-hiU gang." 

There was Melissa Rose, 24, a petite, 
98-pound woman frOm Provo, Utah, 
who works in a plant making integrat¬ 
ed circuits and is expecting her first 
<hild. She came with her husband, a 
;gunsmith, to take part in the shooting 
-competition. "We've got a new shotgun 
mnd this is my first big shooting 
match,” she said excitedly. "Here we 
are in Las Vegas and all we do is eat 
and shoot, eat and shoot, eat and 
ahoot> —— 




TllfiKWjU BcTcrly WelbonsjMJteai^ 
Springfield. Ohio, wbo came to strap 
<on a paracbnte and lump out of a C47 
because sbe believed it must be one of 
life’s biggest tbrills. 

There was Don Sandberg, 30, a target 
manufacturer from Detroit, wbo’d 
'come to uphold his family’s military 
tradition: ’’My great-grandfather was a 
samurai. My father was in Vietnam for 
eight tours. I have a younger, brother 
who’s a fighter pilot and ain older 


brother who pot five years in the 
Army. I can out-shoot all of them. But 
they’re always telling me I ought to go 

Jihoot egainst somi A guys. Hall, 
these are real gnysbueMre.'* 

There was an automoHle mechanic 
>irom New Yoirh— onelM the very few 
blacks at the convenNoo — who came 
^wntbe side of a sheethUff ona rope 
and said he wasjpiurely m adventurer. 

Ihere was a West Coast building in¬ 
spector who is a member of an Ameri¬ 
can military reserve unit that has ob¬ 
servers in El Salvador. *T want my 
share of the action.” he said as he took 
his turn impelling down a cliff. Tm a 
permanent volunteer for anything 
that’s going on in Central America. I 
-feel like thu is good preparation.” 

The remark raises the most serious 
question of all surrounding the SOP 
convention: How many came to Las Ve¬ 
gas to train as working soldiers of for¬ 
tune and how many came simply be¬ 
cause they thought it would be another 
kind of lark? 

The question has taken on signifi¬ 
cance smee two MidSouth dvilii^ — 
James Powell of Memphis and Dana 
Parker of Huntsville. Ala. — were 
killed in action in Nicaragua Sept. 1. 
Early speculation was that the two 
were mercenaries helping rebel forces 
oppose Sandlnista government troops 
who are backed by the Communists. 

At least three ieovle who were in¬ 
volved in the iU-fated Nicanwuan mis¬ 
sion attended the Soldier of Fortune 
'Convention. All three said Powell and 
Parker were not mercenaries but patri¬ 
ots who paid their own way to the Cen¬ 
tral American trouble sone and gave 
their lives for freedom. 

’The three include two Memphians, 
Oifton Albright, a retired Army colo¬ 
nel and the leader of the mission, and 
Loo McKnight, the pilot who flew the 

H s smaU plane to a Honduras air- 
near the Nicaraguan border. 
Ight and Powell were to have 
jshared a room at the SOP ctmvention. 
The third man was Tom Poaey, a Hunts- 
^ville produce dealer who organised 
the Civilian Militara Assistance group 
to collect supplies for the Nicaraguan 
rebels. 

Although these men have been to 
Central America to support anticom¬ 
munist freedom fighters, they are not 

X pical SOP conventioneers. True sol- 
ers of fortune, it turns o ut, are fe w 









aijid-liard’to find and even hard^Bb 
, interview. 

"Real mercenaries? I doubt if there 
are more than a handful at the conven¬ 
tion.” said Sam Whitmore, a Memphian 
who went to Las Vegas to help teach a 
course in parachute Jumping. 

Ton can hire a gun tor tn a week 
anywhere in the world,’* he said. 
"Iliink how many people the Army has 
trained to use weapons. People who 
want to do that stuff are Just barking at 
the tree. They’re not goingto get hired. 
They want adventure/But most of 
them will go home from this conven¬ 
tion and figure they got their adven¬ 
ture in this one weekwwL” 

Certainly there was no doubt most 
would-be soldiers of fortune not only 
came here looking for adventure, they 
were prepared to pay for their thrills. 

For example, almost 100 people 
signed up for a chance to take a ride in 
a ^ast attack vehicle” with two M60 
machine guns mounted on swivels 
frpnt and back. For S7S. they were told, 
they could ride across the desert with 

S ns blazing as they "burned a belt” 
rough the machine cun. . 

It promised to be great fun until the 
federal government’s Bureau of Land 
Management heard about it and re¬ 
fused to allow the disappointed con¬ 
ventioneers to shoot up the desert. The 
bureau looks after 62.000 acres of land, 
including Red Rock Canyon, where 
the rappellers grumbled about not be¬ 
ing able to practice climbing up and 
down rocks with rifles slung over 
their shoulders. 

The Nordac Manufacturing Co^., 
which produces the fast attack vehich 
known as Warrior, was ajpparently a< 
disappointed as the would-be machini 
gunners at havin g to cancel the ride 
and-shoot offer. "We brought 20,00< 
rounds of ammunition out here and wi 
didnt want to take any back,” said i 
representative of the company tbai 
sells the vehicle for military uses. 

"We don’t have any civilian market 
for this vehicle,” said Mike Smith, com¬ 
pany spokesman. “An ordinary private 
citizen couldn’t buy it.” 

Actually many of the items in th^ 
SOF convention's weapons show couU 
not have been sold to the general pubj 
lie. Machine guns, silencers and gad 
gets to make semiautomatic weapon} 
Fully automatic were diq>layed by i 
number of dealers even though ownei^ 
Miip of such devices is prohibited. • 

Although nobody grumbled becahsd 
they couldn’t buy a silencer for a mat 
chine gun, several war buffs did com* 
"plain about not being able to ride and 
shoot in the Nordac attack vehicle. 

But instead of racing across the de¬ 
sert with conventioneers at the guns, 
the company was forced to settle for 
demonstrating the lethal-looMng ma- 
chineat the SOP shooting range. A na- 





($IUD ~^rdsmaD from Det r > 4< mtt t 
j^icked to fire the machine gun he 
called “a sweetheart." Afterward a for- 
,aigh-sounding man who said he was a 
weapons buyer for Peru, walked 
/ilround the vehicle as if he was shop- 
-ping for a new car. Although he didn't 
4^k the tires, he said, "I might take 
<me of these. It would be good for kill- 
Communists.” 

Although the remark would have 
brought cheers from the SOP crowd on 
'the firing range, the best shooters 
'were more interested in hitting targets 
than people. 


' "I don’t get into killing people, that’s 
^ot me." said Memphis’John Shaw. 31, 
who won the Soldier of Fortune com- 
*bat shooting match and collected more 
%an $15,000 in cash and prizes. (To 
'Win, Shaw out-shot more than 160 com- 
'i^titors with rifle, shotgun and pistol.) 

■' “I do this strictly as a q;K>rt," he said, 
‘^ut it’s becoming such a big business 
that I’m looking for a manager. So far 
this year I’ve won $28,000 in prize mon¬ 
ey. I’ve also written two books and I’m 
-feaching combat shooting at my school 
Hblljrwood, Miss." 

' Shaw, udio says some of the t(m guns 
, in the country show up at the &>ldier 
of Fortune convention, has taught 
.shooting here and in other parts of the 
^world. ’”’ve been to Ecuador and Paris 
and I’m probably going to Israel. What 
.they do with the training is their busi¬ 
ness. But I wouldn’t go to El Salvador 
-Or Nicaragua. I’m enjoying life too 
jmuch here.” ' 

' Shaw was not the only Memphian to 
Anock down more than his share of 
steel targets Shaped like humtui silhou¬ 
ettes. Dave Watson, federal alcohol 
and tobacco tax agent, turned in the 
best score among police shooters. But, 
like Shaw. Watson said the political 
aspects of the SOF convention are of no 
interest to him. 


been to Vietnam and it’s nice to 
reminisce and all that, but this here 
gets down to a pure shooting match 
and that’s all I’m here for,” he said. "As 
Car as mercenaries are concerned, — 
Jfhere aren’t that many who are good 
shots. They don’t have the time or the 

. a——3^ 




1ncUfiatk>n for It Bnt they knaaLhoRr 
to get by without It There are a few 
real soldiers of fortune around—they 
nrent outstanding shots—but theyVe 
got other skills.** 

If one could take the convention pro¬ 
gram seriously, those skills include an 
understanding of light machine guns. 
Soviet sniplns techniques, police entry 
procedures, the ways of Soviet ^^ecial 
Forces, bounty hunting, firefight 
training and acknowledge of tho poli¬ 
tics of Afghanistan, Beirut add Central 
America. 

Robert K. Brown, retired Army colo¬ 
nel and editor-publisher of Soldier of 
J'ortune Maganne, the rallying point 
not Just for this convention but for a 
considerable amount of aid being fun- 
' neled to freedom fighters, directed the 
seminar on South America. He also 
vowed to go on collecting nonlethal 
military gear for Nicaraguan rebels de- 
q>ite the fact US. government aid was 
recently cut off. 


Although the deaths of Powell and 
Parker touched off a major controver¬ 
sy over US. involvement in Nicaragua, 
Brown said the incident had not aftrot- 
ed his push for donations of materials 
from private citizens. "If the govern¬ 
ment is watching us, let *em watch,*’ 
said Brown, who once told an inter¬ 
viewer he went to Central America by 
his own authority, not the govern¬ 
ment’s. 

Brown, 52, a retired Special Forces 
officer, used the seminar as an occa¬ 
sion to introduce Alabama’s Tom Posey 
and applaud his Civilian Military As¬ 
sistance group that sponsored the ill- 
fated trip to the Honduras-Nicaraguan 
border where the two Mid-Southerners 
were killed. Brown said Soldier of For¬ 
tune had no connection with that trip, 
but indicated he wished it had. 

While many Americans were dis¬ 
turbed by the news of U5. involvement 
in Nicaragua, Brown was angry at the 
federal government for cutting off aid 
to rebels trying to overthrow the San- 
dinista forces. In an interview with 
The Commercial Appeal, Brown he 
aaid he felt the government ought to 
employ men from the private sector— 
presumably soldier-of-fortune types — 
who have special skills for fighting a 
gu erilla-ticD e war. - ■ - 




*Th»xar e ex^combat ciin 
been in vietoiam,” said Brown, who 
jSends bis own Soldier of Fortune staff 
to various trouble spots outside the 
United States to ensage in what he 
calls “action JoumaUsm.*’ Invariably 
they get themselves photographed in 
camouflage outfits while working 
hand*in*hand with freedom fighters in 
one country or another. 

Although it is never any secret 
which side Brown is on, what is not m 
clear is how large a role he plava in the 
struggles in Central America, some be- 
UeveBrown is the m^or recruiter of 
civilian advisers for El Salvador and 
Nicaragua. He advertises the fact he 
has helped collect 20 tons of material 
for the fight against communism in 
those two countries. During the con¬ 
vention he also proved he has friends 
in high places among the freedom 
fighters. 

One of the directors of the FDN in 
Nicaragua, Edgar Chamarro, was a fea¬ 
tured speaker at the SOF convention. 
He made a plea for help in the form of 
donations of supplies. Afterward a Sol¬ 
dier of Fortune staff member led a re¬ 
porter to a big pile of field equipment 
— everything but guns and ammuni¬ 
tion — contributed by convehtion- 
goers. Brown, who has a Nicaraguan 
contact on retainer, said he would 
lhave no difficulty delivering the gear 
to the rebels. 

While Brown was clearly the star of 
the convention, Memphian Albright 
was the leading figure during the most 
idramatic event (h the week, a mass 
^parachute drop onto the hard-baked 
furface of Jean Lake, 30 miles out in 
the desert. For S160 conventioneers 
. were offered a chance to attend a one- 
•day jump school and then leap out the 
4loor of a C47 and, it was hoped, float to 
earth under the olive-green canopy of 
a military-style parachute. 

Albright, a retired Republic Airlines 
pilot, brought more than a dozen 
members of the Memphis-based Phan¬ 
tom Division to Las Vegas to help con¬ 
duct the school and run the Jump. The 
Phantom Division is primarily a mili¬ 
tary historical organization composed 
mainly of airborne veterans who make 
occasional jumps and conduct short 
courses for civilians who want to give 
parachuting a whirl. 

The division was founded by people 
like Memphians Zellner the postman, 
and Whitmore the tile setter, wth are 
highly capable veterans who have few 
Illusions about what’s really going on 
in^heirpsramilitary organization. 







- 11 - 



*Tg**g* haviM fan* —Whi mor e. 
3S, Who is dressed in fatigues for the 
Jump. *That*s tlie real object of all this. 
A lot of us have strong feelings about 
what ought to be done in Central 
America. But those are individual 
opinions. As an organization we’re 
here just to show people how to jump 
out of airplanes.” 

Zellner, 35. who was wounded in 
Vietnam, agrees most people come to 
such a convention looung for high ad¬ 
venture, and wondering about them¬ 
selves. 

"Potentially, soldiers of fortune are 
walking all over the place. But I'd say 
there are few who have the desire, the 
guts, to carry it out. Most people say 
they’d go (to Central America) in a 
minute if they had government back¬ 
ing; if they could do it legally. But few 
would lay down their jobs and put^ut 
their own money to buy equipment, 
find transportation and ^ down there 
and offer their services. Talk's cheap.” 

WWW 

Under Albright’s leadership the 
Memphians set up the jump school in a 
parking lot behind the Sahara Hotel. 
They brought in a doorway that looked 
just like the door of a C47. Then they 
showed first-time jumpers how to go 
out the door and what to do on the way 
down. 

About SO people made a mass para¬ 
chute jump, military style. It was going 
to be authentic but it wasn’t going to be 
easy. The sun had baked the drop zone 

— a dry lake bed out past Pop’s casino 

— until it was as hard as tabletop. Mike 
Donnelly said it was like lending in a 
narking lot. In the first drop, a staff 
jump for seasoned jumpers, there were 
three injuries. Steve Pjme, who works 
for a Memphis sporting goods store, 
came down the hardest and went to the 
hospital with an *tHng back. 

It had been pretty dramatic. After he 
was in the air Pyne looked up to check 
his chute and discovered holes in the 
canopy big enough to walk through. 
He went by the book. He cut the first 
chute away and pulled his reserve. It 
began to oscillate and he bit the 
ground like a sack. He lay there until 
they got him on a stretcher and took 
binra^ay in a van. « .i ■■ —" 






Myt of th e first Jumpers tttuJiick* 
ierTEspMKlally Terry Snyder, a supervi¬ 
sor in an automobile foundry in Cleve¬ 
land, Ohio. Snyder figured it was 
adventure time. “I said, hell, if I get 
much older these bones are going to oe 
too brittle. So I decided to do it. Hey. it's 
my SIst birthday.” 

Snyder’s fellow jumpers gathered 
around and sang “Happy Birthday.” 

It was the kind of euphoric moment 
aome compare to the experience of 
'war. 

“I had friends in Vietnam who say 
you ain’t really lived till you’ve been in 
combat,” said Whitmore. “They say it's 
like sky diving: the edgeK>f-the-world 
^rt, except you’re doing it day and 
night there. It was an experience I 
missed. I know guys who loved it. Man, 
they loved it. One guy told me it gets 
your adrenalin up. I don’t care what 
people say, they like that kind of stuff. 
It makes life interesting.” ■ . 
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Manli^t^ii|g*s fast attack vehicle — the Warrior — is sold for military use. 
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QyMTgHARI.IfP.T.T.gV 

James Perry Powell m, altfemphls heli¬ 
copter pilot who died helping Nicara- 
gnan ‘Yreedom fighters,” was buried yes¬ 
terday after a simple civilian ceremony. 

iPowell had climbed Jacob’s Ladder to 
his “date with destiny," said Rev. Jerry L. 
Wilson. “God help us all as we strive to 
understand it.” 

:1he service, at a funeral chapel and 
cemetery near Bartlett, was attended by 
several people connected with the Nicar- 

S mmocratic Force, a rebel group 
og the Sandinista government in 
igna, and an allied American group 
called Civilian Militarv Assistance. 

TDN representative Mario CUero nve 
the pilot's son, James Perry Powell iV. a 
folded Nicaraguan flag, ithd another 
member of the irebel gron^ tipped an 
FDN patch from his lapel and handed it 
to the boy at the graveside. 

Tommy Posey, a CMA organizer, pre- 
•Mfted the family with the American flag 
that had been draped over the casket of 
the ad-year-old Vietnam veteran. 

' Powell and Dana Parker Jr., a Hunts¬ 
ville. Ala., police inspector, died Sept. 1 
With Nicaraguan rebel Mario Pozo when 
^ir h^copter was shot down near the 
Honduras bwder. 

Associates say they were participating 
ht a rescue mission. Nicaraguan spokes¬ 
men say they were involved in an aerial 
attack that claimed four lives. 

At a press conference shortly after the 
Service, Posey spoke of Powell and Park¬ 
er as “brave men who died while at- 
teinpting to do a courageous deed.” 

“Dying on a helicopter rescue mission 
is ample proof to all of us that the brave 
are always willing to die in defense of 
their conscience and principles,” Posey 
said. 

“Because of Jim’s and Dana’s ultimate 
sacrifices, their brothers mid kisters of 
Civilian Military Assistance ^edge in 
their name to increase our aid to the con¬ 
tras fighting the Nicaraguan Communist 
gandinistas.” ' 




Tha Baft-spoken ex-Marine frontDeoa- 
tor. Ga., fought back tears as^ he read 
from Powell’s diary: “Everyone is dedi¬ 
cated to helping these people. Ihey have 
Impressed us with their determination 
^d valor. We visited both horoitals and 
saw wounded but resilient solmers.. . . 

“These people, and the Americans I am 
with, make me proud to be here, one of 
the most proud times of my life. I think of 
my son ohen, mother and father, and all 
my friends coast to coast. They don’t un¬ 
derstand why I am here, I am sure. I am 
doing what I think is right.” 

Caiero called on U.S. reporters in Mana- 

g ia, the Nicaraguan capital, to press the 
ndinistas for the return of the body of 
Pozo. 

“Is it ever going to be that he will re¬ 
ceive a decent Cnristiah burial, as we 
bury the Sandinista dead? Or are theSan- 
dinistas, in their inhumane way, going to 
allow Mario Pozo’s body to be eaten by 

“We Nicaraguans need help,” be said. 
“And the reason we need it is to free our 
country, and to help keep this continent 
that we share in freedom, and in God's 
way.” 

Caiero said the Nicaraguan election set 
in November is a sham, and denied re¬ 
ports that many PDN fighters are former 
members of the National Guard in the 
ousted regime of Nicaraguan dictator An- 
astasio Somoza, a force Imown for its bru¬ 
tality. 

All his organization asks from the Unit¬ 
ed States,be said, is aid and support. ' 

“We will field the manpower. We will 
shed the blood. We want to recuperate 
our country.” 

Caiero, who has lived in the United 
States since be was 10 years old, said he 
would invite reporters to a press confer¬ 
ence in Nicaragua within a year, “not to 
the mountains of our country, but in 
Managua.” - 
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I By Thomas Busier 

ames Powell IV, carrying American and Nicaraguan flags, leaves his father’s graveside in the arms of his grandmother. Rose 
Powell. Other family members follow. ‘J 








DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


F BI/DOJ 









mo 2 55 2 e 5 7 Z 
PR H® BH {*!E MM MO 
DE t» 

H 21 ISVSZ SEP 84 


JjRECEIVEDX - 
mETYPEUNITX: 





FM NEW ORLEANS (2* 181) 

TO DIPEcrop -HOUTIl€^/^^ 
BIRWl^CHAM (2-28)>^011TI KE 
MEMPHIS POjJTlNE 
niAMI^^-^WlTlNE 


UNCLAS 



ftKA? NEUTPALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR. t?trr- 
^ dir^jL^u^ 


•ON SEPTE®fH 

B£S1S^’«C£, [ _ 

iktebview was U •'^: Ol^^TOWS 



PVIEWED AT HIS 
ESENT AT THAT 

ICOSFIKI*® EVENT 


















PAGE TWO ^ C.' ! Ft" U NO.AS Y 

WHICH HAP QCCUPPED IN NEW OFLEANS PEGINM® AUGUST , !5F;A, UKTIL 

THE DCV’UIfC OF THE FD N HELIOOPTEP OH S£PTFt*jBEF 1> l>. "♦ 

STATED ALL CKA AfC* A)r WTHpEF’S VHO WEPE ASSIST I M3 

THE FDN DOIM3 SO IN A ^NGOMRATANT POLE A ?€• PECEIVED ABSOLUTFLY 

m PAYMENT FOR THEIP ASSISTANCE, AS A HATTEP OF FACT, U. S. RPNDS 
WERE CUT OFF IN WAY, |9SA| THEF.EFOFE, THE FTNWAS/IS IN NO POSITION 
TO PAY ANY ’•KEFCENAPIES." THESE INDIVIDUALS, IN FACT, CONTPIBUTEO 
TFJEI?' OWN MONEY TO THE CAUSE, THE EGUlPflENT A SUPPLIES THE 
CMA/CFMA have PROVIDED INaUDED MEDICAL SUPP^IES> ^^EDICI-^CS, 

CIVILIAN clothing, PAIN GEAR, SHOES, A ?E' PEF'SOHAL ITEM.> THAT HAD 
BEEN DONATED BY CO N-CEP NED IIS)IVIDUALS IN THE U, S, 

at time were any weapons PURCHASED FOR THE.a>N IN THE 

U. S. , WEF^E any SHIPPED FROM THE U, S, TO THE REBELS WHO APE 

FIGHTU'G THE SAHDINISTeS. 

THS; PEISTIOMSHIP WHICH EXISTS EETWEEN THE R? fi V' TH'’ C«/CI1«* :• 
VXS NOT I«!TUtED EV THE FEN. THE INVOLVEHF-T OF THESE GPOUP?;1» 

TIC COmiCT IS CENTFAL A«EFI« 0BI01«TEP hITH THOSE I»IVieUFL5 
COSCER ffiD WITH THe'■POSSIBLE TftKEOV|y,'CF * F7i 

a SSLVABOS AS WFLL AS MCAFAGM 4.1 


STANDS, 


•INITIALLY’ became I WO^ER WH£J H- 


fesT TP A VfLED tC 














p*ge thpee jtsg. n>i-uNCLA r 

EL SALVADCF^ OFFER IfiG HIS SEP- VICES TO THF SALVADOR A N G OVER , 

APPARFKTLY, HE' k'A.S Ut«:ifCCESSFliL AM) THEf^' PPOCEFDED TO THE 
AWEFICAN Ef^ASSY IH TEGUCIGALPA WHO; E HE WAS PLACED IN 



INVITED TO «Ef«PHIS FOP A FEETI^iG OF THE CH?1A, WHO PAID FOP HIS 
HOTEL AND EXPENSES, AT THAT TIWE THE WAITED OF EOUTPWr?^! a5® 


SUPPLIES WAS DISCUSSED AS WELL AS ARPA fCEWEfJTS FOP THFIP SHIPMENT 


THROUGH NEW ORLEANS, 

im 1 INTERVIEW I MS AGENTS WEr-E THEN TAKEN TO TWO PE AT ED W! nt- 
STOPAGt UNITS, WHICH CD RTAI Nrj CIVILIAN CLOTHING, SHOFS, 

PAIN GEAR, WED I CAL SUPPLIES AM) NED IC!?J£S, A VARIGI,'" CTHEF 
ITEMS DONATED BY I IVTDUALS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

STATED THAT APPF OXIMATELY FOUR OP FIVE SHIPWESTS 0 R SUCK 
ITEMS HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE TO l«)M)UFAS. THFSE SHIPMENTS 
VEPE wade in very SMALL LOTS A f® ACCOMPANIED INDIVIDUALS 



b6 

b7C 


WHO WERE TPAVELIN3 TO MO f© UP AS ON COMMERCIAL aiOHTS. HE STATED 
THAT ME would LIKE TO SHIP THESE PEMaI NI NS. GOODS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
BUT HAS HAD DIFFICULTIES IN OETTI M3 TOC ETHER A SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF 


i 
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Spe^l Instructions: (Check One) 

B All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main_ 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

□ Buildup □ Variations 

□ Restricted to Locality of_ 


Subject I _ 

Birthdate & Place ^ | 

Address _ 


References Only 



b2 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


fbi/doj 
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J 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
' Records/Operations Sections 


□ Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 
it-iuiujii Uliil, 'll&47-Tt#^’25 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward 

□ Attention 
^Return td 


IIO 

9~/i> ..gr 


n Filft RawiQ^A/ ,5447^ J\Jf 1 43 




supervisor. Room, TL#, ExT 


Typ^f Search Requested: (Check One) 

[fr Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index)_ 


Spei 


jeoHr 

m All 


Instructions: (Check One) 

All References (Security & Criminal) 
□ Security Search 
Criminai Search 

Main_ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


References Only 


Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup □ Variations 

RpgtriptpH ti-> I nnalitv nf_ 


Subject 
Birthdate & Piace 
Address _ 


I 


Localities 


R# 


Date 


Prod. 



'A 


Searcher 
Initials. 



b2 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


FBl/OOJ 












>4-22 (Rev. ’7-.1-83) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Records/Operations Sections 


19^ 


□ Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Fr>rwarH^ff> flio Roviow .R^4.7 JL# 143 

□ Attentior . _ 

BMReturn 1 

I- uuiju i ti J or, Room, TL#, Ext.'- 


Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

[i^Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 


Spe^l Instructions: (Check One) 

^All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main_References Only 

□ Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 

□ Buildup □ Variations 

□ Restricted to Locality of_ Y^aJ/O _ 


Birthdate & Place 
Address _ 



Localities 


/ FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 


b2 

b6 

b7C 


fbi/doj 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Records/Operations Sections 




□ Name Searching Unit, 4543, TU 115 

□ Sp^i^ TL# 122 

□ Forward 
^ Attention I 


JCL Return td 



5447, TUf 143 


< 0 ^ 7 2 ^ 2 . 


-oupct 

kisor, hoom, IUf, bxt. 


Type^ Search Requested: (Check One) 

(^'^estricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) _ 

Spe^l Instructions: (Check One) 

(K All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 
Criminal Search 

Main_ 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


References Only 


Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup □ Variations 

^stricted to Locality of 


Subject! 


Birthdate & Placel 
Address _ 



b2 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


fbi/doj 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Records/Operations Sections 




□ Name Searching Unit, 4543, TL# 115 
a- Oc i u i uu U iii l, 400 I, TUi £ 25 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 


□ Attention 
llUReturn td 



447, TL# 143 



aupervii 

3or, Room, TL#, Ext. ' 


Typ^f Search Requested: (Check One) 
m Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 


Sp^al Instructions: (Check One) 

K All References (Security & Criminal) 
□ Security Search 
Criminal Search 


□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


Main_ 

Exact Name Only (On the Nose) 
Buildup □ Variations 

Rftstrintpri tn I nnalitv of_ 


. References Only 


Subject 

Birthdate' 

Address 


& riuuu 


5 


Localities. 


R#_ 

Prod. 




FILE NUMBER 


SERIAL 



b2 

b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


fbi/doj 
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s 

PAGE 

OF 


: ^ 


FM 

TO 

14 

12 

10 


h/ 

FH DIRECTOR FBI 


ALL IMFOm-IATION COMTAIIJID 
HEPE IN IS -TJIJC LAS SIFIED 

i^^OtSOO? by 60324 uc ba¥/stp/cls 

^mm^l ©UKIAU ©F INVES¥fiGA?§OS^ 

COAAMUMiCATtON MESSAGE mm 


DATE 

OCTOBER lOi nSM 


CLASSIFICATION 

UNCLASSIFIED EFTO 


PRECEDENCE 

PRIORITY 


$F*s$pp_ v'lnivsB HDoaft. aa^/lfi2Ha]VE.!Il.p lo.itaiz oct &m 

-' sv.'JT Hiae 


fEDERAIi GOVERNMENT 


TO WDIRECTOR DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
BT 

UNCLAS EFTO 

AKAI 






\J 


NEUTRALITY HATTERS-EL SALVADOR 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE -CDOJIi CRIMINAL DIVISION HAS 
AUTHORIZED AN FBI INVESTIGATION CONCERNING SUBJECtI 


CTHE CIVILIAN MILITARY ASSISTANCE -LCMA}}-, AND ASSOCIATES^ TO 
DETERMINE IF A VIOLATION OF NEUTRALITY STATUTES OR OTHER CRIMINAL 
LADS OF THE UNITED STATES PRESENTLY EXISTS- 

DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY -CDIAJ HEADiJUARTERS IS RE(3UESTED 
TO CONDUCT FULL NAME TRACES ON THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS-. TO 
INCLUDE WHETHER OR NOT THEY ARE-. OR HAVE BEEN OF OPERATIONAL 
INTEREST TO YOUR AGENCY- IT IS REiSUESTED THAT YOUR HEAD(3UARTERS 
AND APPROPRIATE CENTRAL AMERICAN STATIONS’ RECORDS BE CHECKED: 


a: 


i 

S! 

g- 


HOY iT«5 msmmm mmm this lime 


APPROVED BY ^ 



DRAFTED BY 

DATE 

ROOM 

TFpFXT_ 

JJN-.BAR -CH} 


MBS? 



b6 

b7C 


’tv 


b2 


SEE NOTE PAGE SIX 
1 - MR- 



^ I ~:3^ 


Yq OCT IS 1984 


"32 


•"" .’L €) •; 



rfeokRAL BUREAU OF INVESTl(3ATIWWj 
COMiWUNlCATlONS CENTER 






\'>4 


DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 


fbi/doj 






m fim Ym 
























o^msnc^ 

FSDgKAH Syi^dAiy 0?.i:WVdSTrDGA¥£0M 

coij^^m^icmo^ t^isssAGd mm 


0-93A {7-19^77) 





b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


F^BI/DOJ 






0-93A 


(7-19-77) 


BSPABlTftailN? OP JUSTOCB 
P20gtJA(. ByBEAU 021MVE$TI1©ATC0M 
COCflMUNtCATlOW RSCSSAGS POBM 


20 

18 

16 

14 

12 

10 


PAGE 


NiSiCTWR DE ii» DPaa UI^CLAS EF T 0_ 


rv 


DATE OF BIRTH 


I ALABAMA 


DATE OF BIRTH: 


h TENNESSEE 


FLORIDA 


DATE OF BIRTH: 


J ALABAMA 


CONCERNING THE FOLLOUING MEMBERS OF THE FUERZA DEMOCRATICA 
NICARAGUENSE CFDN}-. PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY DIA CONTACTS OR 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE FDNi AND IN SPECIFIC-i ANY OF THE FOLLOUING 
.INDIVIDUALS UHOSE NAMES UERE LISTED IN AN FDN PAMPHLETi PRINTED 
.IN ENGLISH-. UHICH CONTAINED A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR THE CMA 

h BORN 


.MANAGUA-. NICARAGUA 


I, GRANDA-. NICARAGUA 

-. MANAGUA 


h MANAGUA 


CHINANDEGA 


Lnicaragua 


.Y.E.A.R.S_O.LD_ 






it 




b6 

b7C 


FBI/DOJ 
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PAGE 


07 jyS?[Cll 

PSaSSAl SySiAU oe IWVSSTtOATlOKI 
CO(!^0!lUNSCATiOi^ (iSiSSAOS 70<m 


COWTIWyATllOM SMdtlT 




-D£-R-U.E.H.F-B-O.O.fl.a-UNCL-AS.-E-i;-T-Q- 


LEONi NICARAGUA 


IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE-. IT IS REQUESTED THAT ANY DIA 
REPORTS CONCERNING THE SHOOTING DOWN OF THE FDN HELICOPTER ON 
SEPTEHBER 1na^■. BE FURNISHED TO THE FBI. DIA IS ALSO 
REQUESTED TO FURNISH FBIHfl WITH ANY REPORTS CONCERNING CONTACTS 
BY SUBJECT WITH MAJOrI 


h U-S- ARMY-. 


EL SALVADOR-. AND CONTACTS BY CAPTAIN 


L U-S. EHBASSY-. HONDURAS-. lilITH CHA NEMBERS 


AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL IN HONDURAS DURING AUGUST-, 

YOUR RESPONSE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO FBI HEAD(3UARTERS-. 
CRiniNAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION-. TERRORISH SECTION-. DOMESTIC 
TERRORISM UNIT BY NOVEMBER IS-. 

BT 

I 


» „„ .> .,v'oc vv./t I 1. 








© 

"3 


b6 

b7C 


fsi/doj 





NOTE 


THIS IS TO REQUEST DIA NAME TRACES AND OTHER DATA CONCERNING 
CAPTIONED MATTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DOJ-, CRIMINAL DIVISION’S 
INSTRUCTIONS* 





jjv' ■‘■■'"s'''^ 7 

o V "JHIk 7'"'. f 7 


\jr i RjPwli^i 


^iEO010 2SS0553Z 
j'4R HQ- 

de-twe' 

R 2105512SZ SEP 84 
FM ilEf^PHIS (2-43) 


v/u^-HEaU //' 
p P DE'>-'■»■' tOM ' /' 


{A 


/ 


/, 


TO DIRECTOR ROLfT/lNE 
B IR MINGHAM (2-2 RO UT INE 




A? 



UNCLAS E F T /O * ' 

/ 

ATTENTIONS 'CID TERRORISM SECTION, DOMESTIC TERRORISM UNIT 

_ CU _ 


I, AK/!g? NEUTRALITY MATTER - EL SALVADOR J 00; BH. 

_ _ __ VA 


RE MEMPHIS TEL, SEPT. 17, 1984 AND BIRMINGHAM TEL, SEPT. 20, 
1984, SETTING FORTH INTERVIEW OfI 



EFFORTS TO LOCATE 
NEGAT IVE TO DATE. 


HAVE BEEN 


TELEPHONE CALLS TO UNLISTED TELEPHONE OmiNED FOR 


miNEE 


a ^'31 


b6 

b7C 


REVEALED A RECORDING INDICATING HE IS GONE AND HAS A BOOTH AT AM 
UNNAMED CONVENTION. NO LISTINGS DEVELOPED FOR EITHER INDIVIDUAL IN 
LOCAL DIRECTORIES. DMV CHECK FOR 


ALSO NEGATIVE. 





INDICATED ONLY. MEANS KNOWN BY HER TO LOG ATE ' 93^ SEP 24 1984 


WAS THROUGH 


■ y ^ 

~7 •-=-' >■ 












PAGE TWO m 2-43 UNCLAS E F T 0 

, TENN. ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT ANYONE AT THAI LOCATION 
ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAVE DETERMINED AS LATE AS SEPT. 21, 1984 IT 
IS CLOSED WITH A SIGN INDICATING THE OWNER IS AT AN UNNAMED GUN 
SHOW. 

MEMPHIS AT rCMPHIS. WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO LOCATE AND 
INTER VIEW I | . 

BT 


b6 

b7C' 


I 




BHO 00S 265221: 


pp Hd ME no 


RECEIVE^ 

teletype/mit 


; / D-5-.:SHr 

/iJhJ' 


FEDEHAk:'BUREAU 
8F INVESTIGATION 


SEPT 84 


FM BIRMIfJGHAM (2-2B) (P),' 

TO DIRECTOR PRIORITY 
MEMPHIS PRIORITY ^ 

S’ 

NEW OHLSANS PRIORITY 




jMSVDWt: , 4*^ I 

I 

I Ctltnvln^^T^^ 

I iDsnSv^l 

iegVkPS>#>-‘*e!^ 

QtttifpW' 

R9g;t&l3BCi, I .B— 

jsl^hgnjIVffAs*^ 

Birectoc‘gj5eg'j^>r~^ 


UNCLAS 
ATTN; SSA 


' TaJTfy i i>.v ■■■ 

--1 501,4»17 

, ROOM 4251, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 



DOMESTIC TER^RISM UN IT . ' 

, AKA? NEUTRALITY MATTER-EL SALVADOR? 00.;BH.' ^ 

RE N^T; ORLEANS AIRTEL TO DIRECTOR ,■ CAPT 10 NED' AS ABOVE, SEPT. 12, 

; ' ■ t 

1984? and telepkon:e conversation between asa.c, bh, and ssa | ~| on 

2U 1,984. ' ^ , ■ - 

referenced new ORLEANS AIRTEL AND LKM, SEPT. 11, 1984, PAGE 8, 
-ADVISED that A NEW ORLYIANS SOURCE "IS AWARE OF OVERTURES BEING MADE 

■ ■ v' 

ByI IoF CMA to INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED'IN PARAMILITARY GROUPS 


TO INDUCE THESE PERSONS TO 'ENGAGE IN' MERCENARY TYPE ACTTVITIES/IN 







PAGE TWO 2-28 ' UN CL AS 

s 

(? I--1 

MEMPHIS at MEMPHIS, TN, ■ DURING INTERVIEU OF , 

WILL ASCERTAIN FULL DETAILS OR DENIAL OF INFO. FURWISHFID BY NEW ORLEAN 
SOURCE (PROTECT ORIGINAL SOURCE). , . ' 


MEVi ORLEANS AT MZW ORLEANS 


WILL RECONTACT SOURCE MEi'JTIOREl 


IN RE AIRTEL AND LHM AND OBTAIN FULL DETAILS OF WHO, WHEN, AND KOW; 

_HAS INDUCED PERSONS TO ENGAGE IN MERCENARY ACTIVITIES IN 

CENTRAL AMERICA, AND S),(ACT NATURE OF "AFFILIATION" BETWEEN CMA AND 
THE MERCENARY ASSOCIATION AS ALLEGED IN RE^AIRTEL. 


RECEIVING OFFICES^'ARE REQUESTED-TO SUBMIT RESULTS IN A FORM 







ALL. INFOW'IATION COWTkimD 
HEREIN I^MCLASSIFIED.. 

DAl^ 12”1^K007 BI^l2'4 UC BA¥/STP^Dts' 


/ 





mBH0U 25 10406Z ' 

^RP HQ ME MM WO W 
DE BH 

P070406Z SEP 84 

/ 

FM BIRMINGHAM /(2-2 8) 

/ 

TO DIRECTOR/PRIORITY 


TEMPHIS PRIORITY 


B5ep 8^ i N 

fiUiii-AU 
OF TNvtSTiGAT;ON' 


MIAMI^^IORITY 
NEW ORLEANS PRIORITY 
WFO PRIORITY 
BT 

UNCLAS 
ATTN SBA 






ROOM 425 1, CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 


DOMESTIC TERRORISM UN IT , FB IHQ 


/ .T ^ 

AKA 

__ 

> >_ 

J ,NEUTRALITY 





-- 



1 


MATTER - EL SALVADOR; OQ; BH 


Di^4 



RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO BIRMINGHAM DATED SEPT. S, ^ 

'2 OCT 5 

FOR INFO MIAMI AND WFO, BIRMINGHAM HAS A PENDI NG N.E UTR-AL-ITT’^ 
INVESTIGATION ON CAPTIONED SUBJECT AWD | [ ORGANIZATION, CIVILIAN 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE (CMA). DANA H. PARKER, JR., OF. HUNTSVILLE, ALA., 
AND JAMES POWa-lV^^fl^. , OF MEMPHIS, TENN ., WHO WERE KILLED LAST 
SAT URDAY^ ALLEGEDLY MEMBERS OF THE CMA. 


0-71 ii _ 




•C.T ^57‘To •'a 






PAGE TWO 


BH 228 


UCLAS 


ON SEPT. 7, 1984, U.S. CUSTOMS SERVICE ADVISED THAT ON AUG. 

29, -1984, A CESSENA 20S AIRCRAFT CLEARED CUSTOMS AT NEW ORLEANS, LA., 
ON A "RELIEF MISSION" TO HONDURAS. THE THREE INDIVIDUALS IN THAT 
AIRCRAFT ARE BELIEVED TO BE AFFILIATED WITH CMA AND ARE DESCRIBED 



FOR INFO OF FBIHQ, THE ASAC AND OTHER PERSONNEL WORKING ON 


THIS CASE, HAVE ESTABLISHED PERSONAL LIAISON WITH SAC’S U.S. CUSTOMS 
AND BH ATF. BOTH U.S. CUSTOMS AND BH ATF AGREED THAT THE FBI HAS AN 
ONGOING INVESTIGATION OF LONG STANDING AND AT THE TIME ACKNOWLEDGED 
OUR PRIMARY INTEREST IN THIS MATTER. HOWEVER, ON SEPT. 7, 1984, MR. 
GARY WRIGHT, AREA SAC, U.S. CUSTONS, MOBILE, AL., ADVISED HIS HQ, 

HAS INFORMED HIM THAT SECTY. OF STATE SCHULTZ WAS SCHEDULED TO 











PAGE THREE 


UNCLAS 


f 


BH 2-28 

TESTIFY NEXT TUESDAY AT A SENATE COMMITTEE AND HAS ASKED THE SECTY. 
OF THE TREASURY TO HAVE U.S. CUSTOMS PERSONNEL INTERVIEW 


AND ANY.OTHERS WITH REGARD TO THE BELOW QUESTIONS; 

OR ANY OTHER 


1. WITH WHOM IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT HAS 


MEMBER OF THEIR ORGANIZATION HAD CONVERSATIONS? 2. WHAT LEAD ANY OF 
THESE PEOPLE (CAM) TO BELIEVE THEIR ACTIVITIES WERE KNOWN AND/OR 
CONDONED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? 

ON THIS DATE, 


(PROTECT) 


ALA., ADVISED SAC, BH HE HAD IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


CONCERNING THIS MATTER WHICH HE WISHED TO IMPART TO BUREAU AGENTS. 
UACB, BH INTENDS TO INTERVIEW 


ADDITIONALLY, UACB, BH INTENDS TO HAVE A JOINT INTERVIEW OF 


WITH U.S. CUSTOMS PERSONNEL RELATIVE TO THE TWO QUESTIONS, SUPRA. 


b6 

b7C 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


REQUEST OF BUREAU 

THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED 


TO DETERMINE 


IF THEY HAVE ANY INFO CONCERNING OR^NY OPERATIONAL INTEREST IN THE 


FOLLOWING pDIVIDUALS; 






, DOB 


DOB 



b2 

b6 

b7C 






^B 


M N A H UB E R T^'KrBDR' > 

;S'P/'I^V7 




PAGE FOUR 




dob/unknown, also, fbihq requested to search indices re above 

iMEMTIOMED IMDIVIDUALS. 

MIAS«1I AT MIAMI, FLA. WILL SEARCH OFFICE INDICES RE 

FLA. 


WFO AT WASHINGTON, D.C. WILL CONTACT PASSPORT OFFICE DEPT. 

OF STATE AND OBTAIN PASSPORT RECORDS ON ALL INDIVIDUALS SET OUT IN- 
REQUEST OF BUREAU. ALSO, THROUGH USDS OFFICE OF MUNITIONS CONTROL 

Igroup, civilian military 


(OMC), WILL DETERMINE IF 


ASSISTANCE (CMA) HAVE EVER APPLIED FOR OR EVER GRANTED ANY EXPORT 
LICENSE FOR EXPORT OF MILITARY GOODS. 


b2 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


BT 




ev. 4 - 26 - 78 ) 


p.—DJ6t^j|^-1^2007 ESPABIMSOTCJ-J'JSrsSG 'SfciE 

1#D<> CJIisIotEIF J:ltli-m3aa43llJEB/B!iW3«]®.8CM>?^^^^ , Hj^ 

“j I uWTC!!S53Ky34:(SAil;®7c Tv':'ssACv-; • ':mrs'. 


ALL IHFORHATIOH COUTAniED 
REITI IS IJWCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
5JHERE SHO™ OTHERWISE 


PAGE 1 OF M 
‘ DATE 


i: L AS 31 FI CMSgfflC/ffBR^ QM^ETTER 

i OCTOBER Ml natfiATED □i-i2-2ra ^i ^ E I 


^PRECEDENCE 

ROUTINE 




$FDS3IRR BH HE nil NO UFIDE HQ H0053 ^HIVSIR OMISIIZ OCT'^BM 


mi 

TO 

14 

12 


10 


8 


V 

FH director FBI -CS-Ebfll> 





TO FBI BIRMINGHAn -CH-SB} ROUTINE 
fBI HEMPHIS -CS-M 3 } ROUTINE 
FBI niAHI -CB-U^U} ROUTINE 
FBI NEU ORLEANS -CE-lBl} ROUTINE 
_FBI WASHINGTON FIELD -CB-MTL} ROUTINE 
_BT 

- r\ 


AiCTTO'^ 




] AKAi NEUTRALITY HATTER-EL SALVADOR 


'/ 


''^ER 7 -. 


LOO: BIRHINGHAH 

REFERENCE BIRHINGHAH TELETYPE TO FBIHO DATED SEPT 

Lnfl4- 

THIS COHHUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED UNLESS OTHERWISE 

Lcndicated. 


o 

o 

a 


bl 

b3 


DO NOT TYPE MiOW THIS LINE 


APPROVED BY 




DATE 

JLIl/iLCflil 


SEE NOTE PAGE FIVE 
1 - HR.I 


b6 

b7C 


( ROOM T ELE EXT. 

_JI£J 5.7 _ U I _ yL 


b2 


1 - FIELD GUIDANCE FOLDER 
NEUTRALITY HATTER 




X": 




53N0VhI^ 


DO NOT FILE WITHOUT COMMUNICATIONS STAMP 
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jssoegr 


(7-19-77) 
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12 IJILE NUMBER S-aO ENTITLED-. 
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PAGE 


DiPASTflAENT OPiUSTtCg 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
COMMUNICATION MESSAGE FORM 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


|»A6-aRffil#iEE DE Hfl 0053 _ 

FBIH(3 RECO RDS lilERE CHECKED CONCERNING ABOVE INDIVIDUALS 
WITH THE FOLLOWING RESULTS: -CyJ 


POSITION IN nbT-. WAS SUBJECT OF 
IDENTICAL WITH 


AND IS 


•CU} 


SOUTH MIAMI-. AND AS OF 


k WAS 


ALABAMA. BIRMINGHAM REFER TO YOUR 

NEUTRALITt 


LMATTER-PARAGUAYi 00: LOS ANGELESi" FOR FURTHER DETAILS. -CUI 
NOTHING IDENTIFIABLE UIThI 


Lor JAMES POWELL-. Ill WAS LOCATED. -CUI 

NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION-. THAT BIRMINGHAM IS NOT ALREADY 

Laware of-, was located concerning 


■CU} 


THE FOLLOWING FBIH(3 INDICES CHECKS WERE MADE CONCERNING 
.NAMES CONTAINED IN BIRMINGHAM TELETYPE DATED SEPTEMBER ED-. 
JL^a^-. WITH FOLLOWING RESULTS: 

NEGATIVE REGARDING_ 


NOTHING IDENTIFIABLE WITh| 
CU}_ 
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NOTE: 



THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO BIRIIINGHAN' S REcJUESTS FOR RECORD 
CHECKS AND IS SELF-EXPLANATORY- CU> 





